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INTRODUCTION. 

TE>Y an irrevocable law of the ftate; 
'^ aH the fbns and daughters of the 
royal ho\xfc of Abiffinia w6re. decreed 
to pafs their days in a delightful re- 
trdat^ named the happy valley, except 
fiich as were, from time to time, 
called by order of fuccefliok to the 
throne. RaiTelas, the emperor's fourth 
fon, weary of being fecluded from 
the world, makes his efcape by the 
afiiftance of Imlac, a poet and philo* 
fopher, and vifits Egypt, accompa- 
nied by his favourite lifter Nekayah, 
arid her attendant Pekuah. They ex- 
amine different ftations and profef- 
fioris of men, arid coritracft a friend- 

A 3 Ihip 
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fhip with an aftronomer, poflefled of 

deep fci^nce and an excellent heart, 

but who had fallen into a fpecies of 

yifionary madnefs, by which he was 

• led to imagine himfelf endued with 

a power to regulate and diftribute 

the various feafons of the year, and 

changes of the weather, till his in- 

tercourfe with the travellers difli- 

pates this mental delufion. After 

many friiitlefs enquiries in fearch of 

a life of happinefs, Raflelas and Ne- 

kayab, with their companions and 

the aftronomer, refblvfe to return to 

the happy valley. 

Such is the general plan of the 
inimitable tale of Rassel as Prince 
OF Abissi>iia, written by the late 

Dr. 



INTRODUCTION. VU 

Dr. Johnfon, which it has been 
thought ncceffary to prefix as an in^ 
troduiftion to the following work. 

Sir John Hawkins, in his life of 
Dr. Johnfon, fays, ** that the writer 
had an intention of marrying his 
hero, and placing him in a ftate of 
permanent felicity." This pafTage 
liiggefted the idea of the continua- 
tion now offered, with the greatefl: 
diffidence, to the reader, and without 
any thought of a vain and preiump- 
tuous comparifon ; as every attempt 
to imitate the energetic ftile, ftrong 
imagery, and profound knowledge, of 
the author of Rasselas, would be 
equally ra(h with that of the fuitors 
to bend the bow of Ulyfles. 

S It 
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It is indeed much to be regretted 
fliat the fame pencil which fo fi^cibljr 
painted the evils attendant on* huma- 
nity, had not delineated the fairer 
profpedt. That fuch a profpedi ex- 
ifts, will fcarcely be denied; ind if 
the narrative ofDiNARBAs, however 
defective, fhall be found to afford 
any confolation or relief to the 
wretched traveller, terrified and dif- 
heartened at the rugged paths of 
life, this reflexion will compenfate . 
the want of genius and literary fame 
of its author, who, under the veil 
of concealment, anxioufly awaits the 
judgment of the critic, not wholly 
without ambition to. merit the favour 
and indulgence of a candid Public. 

CO'N TENTS. 



C « ] 



CONTENTS. 



CHAP. PAGE, 

I. J^EFLECTIONS onihe r#. 

turn to the happy valley . • i 
IL TTje prince is no longer lefi to his 

o^K choice ... . . g 

III. The prince embraces a new Jlate of 

life ^ . . . • . ,8 

IV, Raffelas acquires a friend • • « 25 
V. The fortrefs hefuged - '3* 

VL The princefi meets with a real tmfm 

fortune - - •43 

VII, The love of dijjipation not incorri* 

gible . - . .48 

VIII, Apology for rujiicity . - 55 

IX. Hxiffelas in confinement - . • - 61 

. X. The refources of folitudje - - 66 

XI. Reftgnation - - .^ - 73^ 

XII. Nek^yah injlru^ed by misfortune - 77 

XIII. The funeral of Dinar bas - . - 84 

XIV. 



X CONTENTS- 

CHAP. ' PAGE. 

XIV, EmharraJJment ofNekayah - 92 
XV.. Dinarbas jujiififs tha confidence 

of the princefs - - - 100 

XVI. Advantages and difadvantages 

of the facerdotaljiation -106 

XVII. Danger of fanaticifm - - IlS 
XVIII. Trouhles in AbiJJinia - - 123 

XIX. T'hefamefubjeSi continued - 1 29 
XX. The prince gives proof of real 

courage - - - 1 34 
If XI. The prince returns to the for-^ 

trefs - ■ - ,.- 139 

XXiL The power of artifice - - ^47 

» ■ * 

XXlIL Rafjelas endeavours to produce 

a reconciliation - - - 1 54 
^ 'XXlV. plilory and , gratitude to the 

* t ■« • ' 

conqueror - - - 1 63. 
XXV. Retrofpea of. a life of SJfipa- 

iion - - ^ - 169 

XXVI. A new inhabitant enters the 

valley - - - 18 1 

XKVll. Return of a friend - - 189 

XXVllI. Adventures of Dinarbas - 194 

:kxix. 



CONTENTS. 



CMAP. 

XXIX. 

XXX. 

I^XXI. 

XXXIL 
XXXHI. 



XXXIV. 

XXXV. 

XXXVI. 

XXXVII. 

xxxvm. 

XXXIX. 

XL. 

XLI. 

XLII. 

XLIII. 



Adventum 9f Dinarltu c&n- 

tirtued --'-.. |^^ 

Dinerbas vijits the emperor • 204 
Skeieh cf the traveb of DU 

narbas. - - - - .- 212 

Grandeur of the ancients - 220 
"The prince and princefs ac" 

company their father to 

Gonthar ----- 227 

Imonveniencei of foreign aid 232 

Death of the emperor - - 239 
RefeSfions of Rajfelas on his 

accejfton to the throne - - 244 

Letter of Zilia - - - « 240 
Jmalphis accepts the command 

(f the troops - - - *- 255 
Rajfelas takes a view of the 

legijlature of Abiffinia - 260 

Priefis at court - - - jt 267 

Hiflory of Elphenor - - - 273 

The utility of learning . - 2 80 

The fame JuhjeSl continued - 286 

XLIV. 



* 



xii CONTENTS, 

. CHAP. PAGE. 

XLIV. Education . - - - - 293 

XLV, . Fdfe pretenjions to knowledge 300 
XLVL The converfation turns on va^ 

rious matters - ^ * 305 

. XLYII... SimpVuity 312 

XLVIIL Dinarbas returns from the 

court ofthefultan - - 32O 
XLIX. Marriages of Rajfelas and 

Nekayah ----- 327 

L. Vifit to the happy valUy r - 333 



/ 



DINARBAS; 



t. . k 






©I N A :R B AS; 

> • * '• J" • 

, - J - 

. ' A TALE.- 



< < 






ly - » ' « . 



r 



• ^ < 



iff a A.>P. T. •" • ■ ' 

» * f » • 

KEFLECTIONS ON THE ,RETURK TO THE 



\ : ' 



., - . ^ ■ » \/ .... 

T^l^E inundation having ' fubfidcd, 
the prince arid princefs with thcif 
Companion^ left Cairo, and proceeded on 
the way to' Ablffinla : the journey was 
long aha ^tedidus, ind their refleftions on 
their return '>*ere by no- means iatisfac- 

^' Are ,we then// faid Raflelas, •'no 
V^ifer th^n wheri'we'fet 6\xt\ or have 

B ' we 
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wc only learned^ that all enquiries after 
hap{>m€A are vaid^ ani' thajr^ a (ate ((|f 
mere vegetation is the higheft degree of 
felicity which* moftali arc permitted to 
obtain in this world ?" 



"V»> 



*^We have, at leaft," anfwered the 
princefs, '' acquired iufficitnt knowledge 
to inftrudt thofe whom we formerly left 
behind, and whom we are now going td 
rejoin: we may convince' them by our ex- 
perience of the fallacy of humaa ^njoy, 
meats j we may guard them againft tjie 
dcjufive powers of imagim^tion, and teach 
them to be contented with that ftate which,, 
by our example, they will find prieferable 
to die, feveral occupations Qjf life," ^. 

*' Not only this,'^ faid Pekuah, ^^ but 

we ftiall add to their amufements the re- 

ation of the various fcencs we have met 

widx on our travels^ our convcrfation will 

5 be 
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be fou^ foryhpCB,uft we caSn inftniA and 
cntcrtafflj and while we renew our paft 
pleafur^'by relating them^ flittered from 
the ftorms of life, the wemory of the dan*, 
gers we have efcaped, and the hardfliips 
we have undergone, will give a Highft* 
felifli to dur ftate of fecurity/* 

" How wc^ may be received by the in- 
habitants of the happy valley," replied 
dife prince,** or how we may be entertained 
fay 6ur own refleftions, is to me iincer- 
tain. I wifli we may not be more difcon- 
tented with the valley than we were whik 
imacqtsainted with^other fcenes : wander- 
ing has often giveh a momentary :de(ire of 
fctded refidence ; but activity is natural to 
man, an(|;^hc who has once tafted the joys 
^f liberty and a&ion, will no more be con- 
tented with perpetual i«ft and feclufion, 
than he, who may have wifhed for fleep 
^^ B 2 in 
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: in a moment, of kffltude, moiiid dcfite to 
remain inafkivcoon his coucb,; after the 
light of the &I0 has awakened hkn fi-om 
oblivicm' and, repofc. I ^m, however, 
neither difpje^fcd '^ith our pad attempts^ 
nor hopekfs for bur future fuccefe ; as wc 
advance in years the i fire of ijfnagination 
will cool, and the agitation of reftleflhefs 
fubfide : we have laid' up a^ ftoek of know-< 
ledge which will teach us to djftinguilli 
real merjit fr/^m i^lfe pretenfion. Reafi^n^ 
.\yhorp we IfAvp already perceived from 
afar, advances towards us as youth re- 
cedes, and I doubt not but, by taking her 
for our guide, we (hall enjoy that ferenity, 
calmnefs, and juftnefs of perception^ whick 
are alone worthy of a thinking being," 

•*■ ■ • . . 

'^ Far be it from me. Sir," faid Imlac^ 

^* to anticipate your difappointment, or 

to incrcafe your ^arms j yet permit me^ 

"to 
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to tell yeu that eminent knowledge, if 
not accompanied -with fingukr indul- 
gence to others, often ferVes- to render its 
polleflbrs miferable, and even riditulous : 
your experience and your ftudies have 
placed you in a clafs of beings, very 
diiFerent from the inhabitants ^ of the hap- 
py valley, whom you can only treat with 
condefccnfion Dr with jcontempt. . Society' 
cannoc fubfifl: wicbout equality, and while 
you are confi^ered as: a f^rince,? aad i as a. 
man of > fopcrjor inteiirgencc, you may^ 
command admiration^ bat you cannot 
enfure affiaflion*" . - , : ..i , ) 

, ^'Alas^r* faid the allronomcr; ^ i^irea*. 
fen is a bleflrng, it has* tlie. fame fate .as> 
patience i i*e never invoke it trli we have 
been fatigued with the rapturous .wander- 
ings t>f imagination, and. exhaufted by. 
the exquifite feeliggs of fcnfibilifiy i^ wc 

B 3 then 
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then apply to re^on as a refiige from 
care -, it . convinces without perfuading, 
it inftruds without improving us : reaibn 
ihould fegukte> but a warmer motive 
mufi: inipire our adlions : devotion and 
benevolence/ the two nobleft incitements 
to virtue, are emanations of the heart, not 
refie Aions of the head ^ reafon may come 
to their fupport, biit has not the merit of 
creating them. Our condition in this 
world is too £ftant from per£b£tion to 
give us hopos of enjoying any one ad- 
vantage in the fupreme degree: for die 
experience of age, we muft refign the 
gaiety of youth : we muft facrifice hero- 
ifm to prudence, genius to correftnds, 
and.xapture. to tranquillity: thefe are 
called the ividtories of reafon, but I con- 
fer I radier attribute them to the In- 
fluence of time. The wife man, in rcfigna- 
ticm to the decrees of Providence, repines 

not 
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not at the lols of the advantages of youth, 
and rejoices in the confolations granted 
to old age ; btrt we know of none, either 
lyife pr fbolilh, who would voluntarily 
relinquifli thofe pleafures, which are pe- 
culiar to the ipring and fummer of his 
daysi^toljandcipate the Hour when he muft 
iQvain.lookjbgickcta9vhat:hc has neg^£ted 
toeAjQybl^^ 
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CHAP.. II«' . ,. , T, 

THE PRINCE IS NO LoNGEA LEFT "^O HI$ 

OWN CHOICE. 

T> J A S S E LA S, noOTithftandiHg his 
> ' <|oubtis^- wa& ' lire&^d to 4otimiiie 
iJs journey : he reached the cdt^ofp^ of 
Abiffinia without accident, where, as he 
was difcourfing with his fiftcr on what 
methods they (hould take to cxcufc 
their abfence when they arrived at the 
happy valley, • their caravan was flop- 
ped by feveral horfemen of the king's 
troops, headed by a youth of animated 
countenance and courteous manners. 
" Strangers," faid he, *' you are pcrh^ 
ignorant of the orders we have received. 
The Egyptians have lately committed 
hoftiHties tn the AbifTinian territories 
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and we cannot permit any of that nation 
to pais our boundaries : tell me therefore 
what is your country,, and what die mo- 
tiye of your travels V\ 

"Sir/* replied the prince, *^we arc 
travellers from curiofity, and our native 
country is Abiflinia : you may therefore 
fiifFer us freely to enter into the domi- 
nions of your powerful ^ monarch, and, if 
you pleafe, . we will remain under your 
guard tin we have obtained from the 
coiut permiflion to. continue our journey i 
we are not unknown there, and I have- 
no doubt but our requeft will be fpcedily 
granted. V 

The young warrior; well pleafed with 
the anfwer of Raffelas, conduced him, 
and his xompaniorts, to a. fortrefs oh 
the banks of "the' river- that feparates 
Abiflinia from Egypt. 

B5 The 
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The governor of this fbrtrefs, whofe 
name was Amalphis, wa3 a mit\ of lofty 
ftature and majcftic prefcrice; his hair 
was white as filver, his* eyes *wcrepier- 
ang as the mid-day fun, and feveral 
fears imprinted on his venerable coun- 
tenance were the honourable teftimo- 
nies of his fervicc. He received the 
prince and. ladies with urbanity; and 
with a look of penefratii^e * enquiry de- 
manded the motive of their journey. 
His fon Dinarbas, the young warrior 
who had conduced them to the fort, 
repeated what Raflelas had told him^ \ 

" The motive of curiofity/* replied 
Amalphis, ^* though laudable, is fo un- 
common in this country, that we cannot, 
without injuftice to ourfelves and detri- 
ment to our emperor's fervice, permit you 
to proceed on your journey, till the re- 
turn 
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fura of your mcflengcr From the capitals 
in the mtUn 'rime we expeft you to give 
an accotint of your names > families and 
^rdgrfiiadon/^ t . . ; . . 

i . . . . I. . • . , • ft 

^ Tlic prince^ not choofing to declare his 
name and- quality, left to ImlaC'thc cart 
of anfwcririg the queftions of the govern 
nor. The j[)Oet, without tieparting from 
truth, concealed ais much as- prudence 
Tequired : He told Amalphis that' he was 
Imlac the merchant, who had refided 
foriie time at Cairo m the occupations 
of cohitnercci that he had been acconi^ 
panied ' thither by this young man and 
his fitter, who were Abiffinians of rank, 
and had a defire to fee the world antt 
make choice of the ftate of life moft 
conducive v to happinefs ; that finding 
equal difappointment ih.. all, they wete 
now refolvtd to return to their former 

B 6 ' dwelling. 



dwelling, and pals. the TcmauK^ ojt 
lives in ftudy and contemplation, ^ , 






^' As for myfelf," faid the sM^piif^ 
mer, *• I will freely confels that I am 
by birdi an Egypdan apd ^an inhabitant 
of Caire ; but my life has been ipe^t in 
the purfuits of knowledge and in the lal:^|- 
rindis of fcience : whoever has aiSfted me 
in my endeavours, ha^ been my country 7 
man : the world is my fchool, and its inr- 
habitants my fellow ftudents : my difqui** 
jfidons tend not towards the welfare cf 
ruin of any particidar fta^: if my ftudies 
<:ould be of any utility, I would not con*» 
' fine their influence to one ipot of the ha^ 
Citable ^obe. . If truth and wifdom arc 
emanations of the divine Spirit, furely their 
benefits ought to be. generally dUlribi^ted 
ampngft our feUow-creatures : whjitever 
ijegard I have for my own country, my 

way 
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way ^g[ life has made 7 me C0£^i4er myiflf 
as a citizen of -the uniyj^rfe> or^r^t^r I 
hsiyc confiderf d only ^in)r Itiwfecs ^ zpd my 
in^^ bufieii |^]|jj^ mpe^e£h^l enjoynn^ 
has been equally runiu^reifted in die fhc^ck 
of great cmpirej^jndi the.petty^purfuits qf 
domeftic life, I |iaye lately known blef- 
fings of vhiqh I was before igix>ra9t-*:tiie 
chanxis of foq^ty and th^ iponiblations of 
friendfhip— deprive me not of thefe, O 
governor! permit me to remain with 
perfons who. honour me with their ;confi* 
dencejr and conible me with their benevo^ 
lence ; and be alTured, ^at I have, neither 
t^ j>ower nof die inclination to change 
any thing in the fate of empires/' 

Amalphis was willing to believe the 
ingenuous declaration of the aftronooier, 
Imlac and the prince feemed myfl:erious> 
but dieir train being neither fufEciendy 

numerous 
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titrtndrous to uhn6unce open forte, iidr 

. ' ... 

faiiall enough to ^ve the? ftrfjiicion of 
Kddcn- treachery, hd defoed Imlac' to 
dif|>atch hfe'nfieflei4^r,%hd in Hie mean 
time affigfied' the cothpzHf on a^arhnerit 
in his caftle, where he treated them with 
therefpeft due to their appearance, and 
often ijueftion^ them ' b A ^ then- travels, 
the <filferent incidents: <if^ which they 

wiUiftgly related. ' ^ - 

... 

•* I am amaied,** laid Amatohis,^* how 
you fhould have ever imagihed that hap- 
pinefs depended on any particular ^ftatidn 
in life. Providence indeed has pertttitted 
to a very few the choice of die padi 
which they are to take in this world : the 
lower clafs of citizens are generally de- 
barred by poverty from ioBowSng thte 
diftates of their inclination, and the great 
arc ftiU more irrcfiftibly rcftiained by- the 

prejudice 
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prgudice of cuftom : thofe few, who have 
h m their power to choofe, arc too oftert 
giiidedby their paflions^ it rtmaite ther^«* 
fore equally for him -who Has been com* 
peUed into any ftate of life by thfc WHlbf 
others, and for hini who has been fo by 
the force of his own ima^inationi to do 
his duty 'With firmnefs ^nd refignation, 
whatever may be his dHguft or reperi* 
tance. There is no* prtrfefllon in which 
a man may not be virtuous and relpeft- 
td : the fault lies not in the ftatc of life, 
it depends on the mann^- of a6Mng: a 
man ^ho is difcohtented with ins cm^ 
ploy ment, and for^that reafon neglcfts 
his duties, fhews .both Want of fenfe and 
want of courage : if he aits up to the 
part allotted him, at leaft he fills fomc 
charafter in life : if he abandons it be- 
caufe it is contrary to his Inclination, he 
cither docs nothing, or goes out of his 

iphere; 
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iphere> his exiftence is therefore ufeleiL 
On the other hand> the prieft who repines 
gt confecrating his days to mediution or 
paltoral inftrud^op, who wifhes for the 
aAive life of a foxier and is fired with 
enthufififin when h^ ^pars the trumpet 
found to armsj. has more merit than his 
companions if .he- only feels ^hefef^nd^ 
ments internally^ and employs the energy 
that Heaven has. given him to conquec 
his repugnance^, and to be more adUve in 
his fundions. The foldier who would 
have -wifhed to paik his days in literary^ 
eafe andphilofophical^difquifition^ yet, far 
from neglecting his duty^^ to his king and 
country, makes his. ftudies. lerve to the 
perfedtion of the art of war, is a greater; 
hero than he wiiom the defire alone of 
military, feme drives headlong to the field. 
Similar examples may be found in any 
condition^ and he alone is wretched and 

contemptible^ 
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contemptible, who will not aft at leaft 
with decency, if not with diftindion, the 
part afligned " hitn on this great thratrc. 
CouHgei 'thbi%h a^ virtue p^culiariy ^rfi* 
fendal to our pVoreflion, is neceflary in 
ail: it teaches us equally to aft yirith 
glory, and to fuffer with parfence : it in- 
fpires- u$ with firmnefs towards men, and 
refignatioii toward^ God/ ' . . 

1 • • • ■ 
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OF LIFE. 

IT was expefted that fomc time might 
clapfc before the return of therneflcn- 
ger dilpatched to the court of AbiSimi, 
and in the mean while tlie prince told Im* 
lac that he had an mclination to propofe 
to the governor making an expedition 
with his fon. 

" I have always," faid he, " felt a de- 
fire for the military life^; my paflion for 
glory was roufed in the haj)py valley by 
the theory of the art of war, which the 
moft: (kilflil mafters are ordered to inftil 
into us, from the poflibility that we may 
one day be obliged to z6t as commanders 
of a great army. I have often wifhed to 
. .; ) put 
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put thefe ItSbm in practice -, and furely 
qny employment would be preferable to 
die ftate of inactivity, in whicli we are. 
doomed to remain till the return of onir 
meflfenger." 

*^ ^ir>" anfwered Imkc^ " if you per- 
fift in this intention, I will accompany 
you with pleafure : a camp is mo unfavour* 
able ftudy for a poet: but let mei firft 
warn you of one thing, which :1^9 prpfea- 
bly efcaped your refleftion : you grje ac- 
cuftomed to command, and totally unac* 
quainted with the fubcrdination of a mi- 
litary • Hfe : conftraint . and ' obedience are' 
equally unknown to you, and yet you will 
be obliged to execute every order of Di- 
narbas like the meaned: of his foldiers/' 

*^ I know ndtj'-'.rdpHed Ac prince^ 
^^ whether fuch a life would be agreeabld 
to me for a long duration : but one cam<4 

paign 
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paign cannot exhauft my patience : all 
evils of which we may calculate the term, 
are. at leafl: to be. endured ; and why ihould 
not I contentedly fubmit to a life which 
fo many rejoice in ?" 

^ As for me. Sir,*' faid the aftronomer, 
^ y6.u will forgive me if I do not accom- 
pany you; > my 4ge requires tranquillity, 
and my country fdrbids itie' to bear :afinfr 
againft.'h^r': 1 will iUy with the pr}ncei$ 
aftd Ptfkueh/' * 



• • . . 



- Nekayah entered in the midft- of this 
converfation : (he was far from approv- 
ing the prince's intentions; fhe dreaded 
being left among perfons to whom fhe 
was. unknowns (he reprefented to her 
brother that a ion of the emperor was not 
Xfi hazard his life like , the meaneft of his 
fiibjefi:s, and that (laves were made totle- 
iend their, xnafter. 
- :,r ^ Sifter;^ 
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f « Sifter,"' f^d th4 prmQ^i J^lhlnOt l» 
liear a re^fbning ib contrary .to Mi^ pna^ 
ciplcs of duty and humanity*— who' is. tft 
defend the father,- > if fto^thc fon? • And 
what right haye princes to exped: the rf- 
fiilance of their fubfe(fl:s if they will nof 
join in bearing a part of the toil ? ! What 
c^ligStionscan the governor of this, for*- 
trff§^ and. his fon h^ve to my father, iji 
comparifon with thofe I owe him ? In* 
deed to fpeak frankly, I fee not why my 
life is more precious than that of Amal- 
phis : he has ferved the emperor during 
feveral years 5 his lofs would be .felt Qn 
thcfe frontiers : the enemy might gajh 
ground and the peace of Abiflini4 be en- 
dangered : his death would introduce de- 
ipair into ' his now happy family : his Ion 
would be left at the moft dangerous pe- 
riod pf life 'without the counfels of a wife 
and prudent &ther i hij ; daughter, in the 

bloom 



n DINARS ASt A TALEc * 

Mdom ofyoitth and beaittjr> would remain 
-frlendiefe and vnprotefiied. Where would 
<bc the fatal confequenccs cf my M? 
^he importance o£ thoie who fill exalted 
•ftatsnaB is often imagmary) and what ap«- 
^aib ^reot ia the eyes of the pofii^lbr 
is jpet-haps totally indifferent to others. 1 
would have fhee divcft thyfelf, Nekayah, 
4(wf every prejudice of this nature, and fc* 
rioufly confidcr that no man is really im- 
portant!^ but as he is Mk(o\ to his coun<*> 

The arrival of Dinarbas put an end to 
tills difcourfe i he learned and appiaude4 
th^ refolution of Raffelas, and offered 
him his friendfliip with all the warmth 
natural to his age and profeffion, 

' Raflelas had another motive &r his 
departure befides thofe he had mentioned 
to Imlac and the princefs, Z$lia thi 

daughter 
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im^m^^ 'Ama^phts ^ap^«tdl u hmi 
ttdidif :diBrerdnt from <ihe^«qmen iie iiad 
Uown in the ihappyi ▼)Arjr> K>r ^kiriiig iris 
Mviis r riioi ftrft: wtee flai'vcs; the cAum 
kft die pcytrer fo the fioen^c to pteafb 
Eaba fcemod ttncofirciotis : i^f het ofaanns i 
ia^ imd ^a« ^tikivftced bjr hee*<fiah^ 
v^hHlITidiioyd^ai^s!; <k^ribitimditS) nsttu*^ 
i4l$r hbtrfily hkd vaccivcd ftom eduot^ 
tion the dignity of foperior. yit tue : ih« 
icsthe^ «ve)i(&a Mf ibt^ghf the ccmT^rfa-A 
tidft of^ft^aftgers) 3tetill u^er^ iiiteneft^ 
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Raifeks howeverj trtiough he had ec^ 
quired much philofophy by his reading 
and obfcrvation> ftill retained the idea 
that wonien, if not beings of an inferior 
clals, were at leaft not worthy of gain- 
^g too great an afcendancy over the 
minds of men : he knew his own fenfibi- 



S4 ^ i0MftAJRfl>\S/:A:TlAliBikO:> 
ttty] ami &ared.lcft<h6 fkm^ l?^of)fne:ilte 

trikr^l, : : 6r . cen&red. ras rr'romantioi: ri.U 
dMiri^rs *ha]9c<}' a ifiiertrabftiiae: siFmid 
oblktotm the .fcopodfiQit whkhjheiie^ 
to pcrdciYe 'Zttia •tekd' iinftdo <}Aihisxi,i.fl[iiii 
ferioQfl]B'jrfcfQ]itedj jco 4riw &oiin [bis muKj 
all.thpp^SiOf Jbien-^ Im rewnifci [fFHnc, 
which .while donfidcrcd 5a5 ' future alvv^sl^ 
promifes happine(s and wifdom^ Would, 
he doubted no% deflroy thft pow;er of thit 
cnchantrnent: [he iherefore hs^ftc^fted: the 
departure of Dinarbas, and th^y^:fs^^ 
forth, at the head of fifty horfe, to make 
an incurfiQA on the eneniy '& frontiers. ; : 



I I 






*" • ■ J . y *i /.• v' 



. . .• W • J 1 > 



I 



CHAP* 



CONTINUATION OF RASSKiAS, »s 



CHAP. IV. 

RA5SUAS AC<;tFI^ISS A FRJlSHDf 

AFT E R all abfencc of a few weeks 
Rallelas and Dinarbas returned tri* 
umphant with the ipoils of many con- 
quered eneinies : their friendfhip had 
been ccmentc4 by mutual teftimonies of 
vabuF and of kindnefs^ and the prineft 
was fiirprifed to fee how much this expe- 
dition had raifed him in the cfteem g[ 
Amalphis^ his ibn^ and Zilia, 

" You are now/' faid the old w4rt- 
rior, " oyr friend 4nd fellowsfoldi^r j yau 
have proved your fidelity to your ki^g 
2^qd country, and we need ^ot icar to 
treat you with tha; confidence^ with whicrh 
your ingenuous and open mawicr ^ j(irft 

iTvfpired us%" 
, . C InnJac, 



a6 DINARBAS, A TALE: 

Imlac, whom the prince had not per- 
mitted to vaccompany him^ that he might 
remain with Nekayah, could not forbear 
remarking the new efteem which Raffelas 
had acquired with the inhabitants of the 
fortrefs, 

« Prince/* faid he, *^ how neceffary 
is general knowledge to a man of your 
exalted ftation ! Of what avail had been 
in this citadel your literature and philo- 
ibphy, if your aftivity and courage had 
not added to thefe endowments the ho- 
nours of military fervice ? He who is ufc- 
ful will always be refpedked : in the mo- 
ments, of repofc and tranquillity we arc 
pleafed With the man who can in(lru6fc or 
amufe us $ but, in the hour of diftrefs and 
danger, we negleft him if he cannot be 
d&ntially ufefitl/' 

Nckayih 
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Nekayali complained much to her 

brother of the time in which he had 

been abfcnt ; " She was weary," Ihe faid, 

" of feeing every day the fame faces, and 

hearing the fame difcourfes ; the conver- • 

fation of Amalphis was indeed inftruc* 

tive and entertaining, but he was great 

part of the day engrolTed by his duty; 

and Zilia, though kind and gentle in her 

manners, did not treat her widi that re- 

fpeft which thfe diftance between them 

might naturally have irifpired her with/' 

" Can you blame," replied the prince, " the 

daughter of Amalphis for denying re- 

fpeft to that rank which you induftrioufly 

conceal, and of which (he can have no 

idea ? You hide from others, but cannot 

yourfelf forget, that you are a princefs ; 

lofe this idea for a moment, and you will 

find in the fociety of Zilia the fame plea- 

fure which I feel m that of her brother. 
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I am deUghted with the femifiarky of 
Ditiarbasi he believes himfclf my equal, 
and I am flattered widi having, for the 
firft time in my Ufe, -excited diOntereited 
regard} which I fuppofe granted eidier to 
the quaEties implanted in me by nature, 
or to diofe which I may have acquired 
by my own indufl:ry. 1 am pleafed with 
the vivacity of his temper, wid the enei^ 
of his mind : I am refolved to make an- 
oAer expedition with him, and endea- 
vour to confirm the good opinion he has 
conceived of me." 

Notwithftaading the wife rcfolutions 
cdf Raflela$, he found in the converfation 
i^nd iwnners of Zilia an irrcfifldhle charna i 
he began now t» condenon his former 
Qpimons as wjiift and illiheraL ** ^hat 
grr^cer happinefs/' faid he to himfelG 
^ i:<mld I cKpcricncc than in pafiing my 

a ' ' life 
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Rfe with a being endowed with fuch per- 
fedion, and who feels fo little her own 
fuperiority ! But fliall I have the power 
ofchoofingfor myfelf? Ami not doom- 
ed to be for ever the vidim of ftate and 
prejudice, and iRall I difturb the heaven- 
ly ferenity of Zilia by feeking to. infpire 
her with fentiments, which can only ren- 
der her as mifcrable as myfelf I" 

Dinarbas fixind the prince ablbi'bed ir 
meditation. « My friend/' faid he, « 1 
am grieved to fee you penfive and unhap- 
py : were it in our power to reftore you 
to liberty, you fhould not languifh in con- 
finement i yet how often fliall I regret die 
moments we have paffed together ! widi 
what difficulty ihall I tear myfelf from' 
Nekayah ! You think me not fufficiendy 
deferving of your confidence to difclofe 
to me the fecret of your bir A, and of tht 

C 3. rank 
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rank you held in Abiffinia ; I have rca- 
fon to believe it elevated, both from your 
fentiments, from thofe of Nckayah, and 
from the refpeft with which you are 
treated by your fellow travellers : you 
may perhaps be offended at my franknefs, 
when I ^tell you it would have been more 
fortunate for me if I had never known 
your filler : with the gentkft manners 
and the moft engaging urbanity, flie has 
fometimes a haughtinefs that would Icf- 
£*n confiderably any other woman in n-^ 
efl:eem> and yet (he pofiefles the power of 
making me inftantaneoufly forget the 
diftance which Ihe had feemed to prefcribe 
me, whenever the natural fweetoefs of 
her tetnpcr breaks through the conftraint 
which fhe impofes on herfelf and others^" 

" Dinarbos!" interrupted the prince, 
" in the nanic of our fricndfliip, let us drop 

this 
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this fubje6t ; if thou couldft fee into my 
iieart, thou wouldft find me unhappy as 

thyfelf let us depart with the next 

dawn, and attack the enemies of our 
country/' 



» , • 
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C H A P. V. 

THE . FORTRESS BESIEGED. 

XT/'HILE the two friends were en- 
gaged in this conyerfation, Amal- 
-fAxiSj having received intelligence that a 
large body of Egyptians and Arabs was 
advancing to afiault the fortreis^ com- 
manded his fon to delay his intended ex- 
pedition till he could be certain of the 
truth of this information. In the mean 
time he took every neceflary precaution 
to prevent the enemy from finding him 
unprepared; he doubled the guard on 
the waUs> went rouod every night to fee 
that all was in order, and afligned to eve- 
ry foldier the poft he was to defend. 

The 



CONTINUATION OP RASSELAS. jj 

The priiicds coold not without fome 
tmcafinefi behold thefe preparatives for 
war, and Pekuah was greatly alarmed: 
the prince comforted them by aflTurancei 
<!rf fecurity, of which, however^ he wai- 
perhaps no more perfuaded than they; 
yet his confblations, given with an air of 
confidence, had the defired e^e^tj and the 
ladies accuftomed themfclves to the ex- 
peftation of a fiegcj with as little concern 
as if they had never i^prefcended it. Dur- 
ing this interval of uncertainty, the prince 
was neither able,, nor indeed defirous, to 
avoid the company of Zilia ; but he fbon 
&Kind her greatly altered; her anxieties 
^etvirned, and ihe could not confider cbe 
danger^, to which. Amdphis was fooo to be 
txpofed, without the greatcfl: uneafineft^ 
In vain did ihe endeavour to afliime heft 
ufual gaiety iniiter fkbef's profencet in^ 
ti^ inidft' 6f a hMf .CQnvet£ttbn Ihe 

^•''* C 5;. would 
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would often burft iato tcaiSj and (every 
night, when fhe bade adku to Amalphis 
and her brother, Ihe embraced them with 
an impreflion of forrow in her coun te- 
niae, which flic vainly endeavoured to 
conceal. , . 

Raflelas was deeply affefted with the 
grief of Zilia ; he could not refrain frorti 
telling her he had oblerved tt, n6r avoid 
cxpreffing the pain it gave him : flie de- 
ceived his confolations with fehfibilitv. 
and treated him with more confidera- 

tion than even 

» 

The : priocefs^ was lefe. ;pleaftd wiith the 
•comiufl: of Dinarbasr; finCe the.day of 
this converfation with RaiTelas, he h^ 
ibught to dliengage himfelf from the 
pleafure he found in liftenii^ to her, he 
'ftudioufly avoided Nekayah> and dif- 
• cburfed only with Pekuah. The . faypuricc 
. .. .r thoughtlelsly 
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ihoughtlefsly encouraged his adyance8» 
and die pride of Nek^yah was mortified : 
Ihe found every day lefs delight in the. 
company of her dear Pekuah, (he took eve- 
ry opportunity of feparating herfelf from 
one whofe abfence had fornrerly made 
her refolve to abandon the worlds and 
without \diom ftie had confidered exift- 
ence as a torment >. yet wpuld (h^ often 
reproach herfelf for this change of fenti- 
ments. Pckui^h had ftill the- fame tender 
refpefty the fame attachment for the prjnceis 
which had beea the greateft h^cppinefs ^f 
her life: Nekayah couljl only accufe^l>^r 
ofpaffing too much time with Dinarb^^ 
and ihe had herfelf found too great a plsa- 
fjre in his company to condemn another 
for feeking*it. She felt th^t jealoufy was 
the motive of her new and extr^rdiijary 
diflike J her pride aAd . I^er.. i^ripcfp^s 
equally combated this paflion; fhe was. 

C 6 furpri&di 
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fntptikd ta find it poflSble that fiie douki 
be Aifeeptibk of it ; and w^ afhamed to^ 
Kften tQ the voice that intetnafiy zccvtfed 
hftu 

WhHe her m^nd was in Ais agitatfon^^, 
Sit one naorning obferved a gFcat dufl 
arifilig in the eaft: a geheral turtiult bi 
the fortrefe fboa coAvinced her ^ that Ihe 
had niDt been the only pctfbtx who. had 
remitrked it. *^ iThe arp^y of the Egyp- 
tians h adirancihg to attack U6>" faid 
Dbarbaa^ who at that inftant entered heir, 
tjiartmcnt,. ** yet be not alanned> Ne- 
kay^ i yovt are hefe in fifety>. and did 
f»i know Otir hearts, you ixrotild ht con- 
t»ine^d Aat we^ wotiki dther defend yom 
<jf ()erifii: out numbers are not cOttr 
Uiii/j^Stlky ami our courage has been of-- 
g(ll itiaj; : the enemy's croo]^ at# nn^ 
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inerou^^ but ours are better diftipfiMdj, 
tnd my &ther is no yoimg foldicr**' 

** Dinarbas P* anfwered the princefi^ 
** I thank you for your care ; I have not 
the reiblution of a warrior^ but I am re-* 
fignedi the firft appearance of dar^r 
naturally alarnfis the inind of womanj: 
but give me time for refkftion, and I am 
prepared for all— your duty is to repulfe 
the enemyx ours to pray for your fuc- 
cefs, and ta await the event with p^^- 
tience/' 

Dinarbias haftened to his poff, and the 
prificefs remained oh a fofa in filent and 
^xious expeftation. • She had not been 
long in this (ituadon before (he was join- 
ed by Pekuah> who throwing hcrfelf at 
tte feet of her miftrcfi embraced her 
knees with a flood of tears: "Dear 
lady,** laid lhe> ** this is the moft cruet 

moment 
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moment of my life : when I was takea 
by the Arabs, I confokd myfelf with the 
refleftion that you did not fhare my mif- 
fortunes : alas f I ant now doomed to 
fee the princefs of Abifllnia in the power 
of kwlcfs robbers, and the facred per- 
son of the prince expofed to their favagc 
fury — what fatal ftars Gondufted us to this 
fortrefs L*' 

*^ Pekqah I" anfwered the princefi, 
calmly, '* a few days fince you feemed to 
confider this fortrefs as the habitation of 
your choice j joy animated your eyes„ and 
infpired your tongue ; all your fentiments, 
even your attachment to^ me,, feernecj ab- 
fbrbed in the delights of £bciety,. and ;I 
have reafon to believe that your priefent 
fears arife . more from the danger pf lof- 
ing that fociety,, than from the perils to 

. which. 
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which th?. prince or; myfeif may be ex- 
j)o/acL" . 

.."Beloved rniftrefs/,'. replied Pekuah,. 
"if you withdraw your favour from your 
flave,-fhe caa qnl^ how. her head bpncach 
yaur difpkafure, and fink into h«r ori- 
ginal ftate of infignificancy — but wherein 
can Nekayah accuie me of forgetting 
that refpedbful tenderneis which alone 
poffeffes my heart ? I am not confcious 
of aay .change, df manners, or how that 
vivacity, which formerly ufed to meet 
your approbation in our difcourfes with 

> 

Imlac and the aftronomcr,. can have dif- 

• » 4 * 

pleafed you in. this fortrefs i. A;?here>^ from 
the want of variety of oh^eftsi^you allowed 
it was neceflkry to fiiatch , every pficafipnal 
amufement, and avail ourfclves of ever/ 
trivial matter that could excite it." 



-€< 



But 
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•'But -why/* refumcd the prihccfi,, ^ 
Kttle foftenedj, ^* would you ipend* fe^ 
much of your time with the fon of Amal- 
phis ? Though your tincferftanding and: 
your virtue place yoti above the malig- 
nity of flatider,; why flioiild you peculi- 
arly choofe the converfation of this yofung 
warrior in preference to the fSge difcourfe 
of his father, or the lively and inftruftLve 
convetfe of Imlad and the iftronomer V*^ 

^ I know not,, lady,'* anlwered Pc- 
kuah, ** that I have held more difcourfe 
with Dinarbas than with the other inha- 
bitants of the fbrtrefs ; but if you com?- 
rfiand it> 1 will henceforward avoid his» 
conipany> itor IhalL I confider it as a fa- 
crifice to my obedience ; " indeed,** added 
file, fitiililig,. •* if Nekayah will allow me 
to proceed without being, offended at her 
£brvant^, I will confefs to her that I find 

not: 
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not in the fbciety of Dinarbas thoffe 
charms which fo warmly affeft the princfc 
and Imlac : in the midft of the tno& in- 
tcrcfting converfation his thoughts often 
wander from the fubjeft, and his eyes are 
turned on Nekayah. I am fully confci- 
ous of the infinite attraftic^ns of my prin- 
ccfs, and I cannot fortietinies avoid pity- 
ing the youth for ha^^ing houriftied afpiiv 
ing fentiments> of the vanity of which hfi 
isj perhaps^ unconfcious^ and which yet 
his refpeft endeavours tx> ftiflc : but furely 
no womM can entirely conquer the pride 
inherent in our fex, nor likes to be the 
fenfelefs idol that is crowned with flowers, 
while the vows and incenfe are offered to 
the Divinity/' 

The princefs felt the truth of her fa- 
vourite's difcourfe, and, at the fame in- 
ftant, found all her afFedion for her re- 
vive i 
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vive ; but great were the accufatlons with 
which ftie loaded herfelf: ihe regretted 
her blindnefs, and at the fame time up- 
braided her own heart for the pleafiire 
which the difcovery of Pekuah had given 
her : fhe anxioufly prayed for the return 
of the meffenger, that flie might depart, 
and, if poflible, lofe the meniory of all 
that had interefted her in the caftle. 



CK A P- 
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CHAP. VI. 

THE PRINCESS MEETS WITH A R£AL 

MISFORTUNE. 

^EKAYAH had never before found 
herfelf in fo uneafy a fituation : her 
cyea were fixed on the ground, and Ihc 
knew not what anfwer to make to Pe- 
kuah, when they !werc fiiddcnly interrupt- 
ed by the arrival of ZUia, who wild with 
grief entered the apartment, and uttering 
a heart-piercing fiiriek funk lifelefs; on the 
ground. Pekuah ran haftily to her afllft- 
ance, but .Nekayah was unable to naove j 
ihe raifed her eyes to heaven. and renaain-^ 
ed in motionlefs. horror ; fl^e dreaded t6 
learn the caufe cf Zilia's afflidlioa;, a 
thoufand confufed images took poffelfion 
of herlnind, and the idea of Raffelas and 

Dinarbas 
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Dinarbas ruflied at once on her imagina- 
tion. 

/The afliftance of Pekuah foon reco- 

• 

vercd the unhappy Zilia, "Nekayahi" 
cried (he, ** I have cruel tidings to relate, 
but your mi^ortune is hfk than, mine; 
your brother remains a prifbncr among 
the Egyptians, but Dinarbas has fcarce- 
ly a mooi^nt ca live-^even now perhaps 
he €i^ires> andl have loft the only poor 
cofiiblacion of receiving hh laft breath*--^ 
I {aw him covered with wounds ^nd in a 
ftate of infenfibility-— his valour and that 
of your brother have feved the fortrefi> 
but they are viftims to our fafety — the 
enemy has retired with great k>6— -— 

Yet why (bould I repine ? Gracious. 

Heaven ! continued (he, falling on her 
knees, " thou art merciful i my father 
Uves:^ though he Uvea to mifery — his lau- 
rels 
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rtls coft him the life of his beloved Ryn, 
^ he has no comfort left but the wretch- 
cd Zilia^-«-<*let me haftc to find him, and 
by my tender cares endeavour to calm 
the fcwTow that overwhelms hi m - I 
foiigct~— he commands me to remain 
here, and will not fuffer me to be witncis 
of the mournfiil fcene." 

At this moment Imlac appeared, and 
confirmed the dreadful truth : he conjur- 
ed Nekayah to take comfort, but fhe re- 
mained the image of defpair, and returned 
no anfwer either to him or Pekuahj at 
length, calling her eyes on Zilia, fhe em- 
braced her and flied a torrent of tears. 

She ieemed now a litde relieved, md 
Moncd with attention to the narrative of 
Imlac, \^ho told her that Amalphis had 
received with determined valour the af- 
fault of the enemy, many of whom . had 

fcaled 
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fcaled the Avails and entered the fortrefs ; 
but that after a fevere conflid they fled, 
and were purfued by Dinarbas and Raffelas 
at the head of their horlemeri ; that when 
they came to the plain beneath the caftle, 
the enemy turned and renewed the combat 
with defperate fury j that the two young 
warriors fought with diftinguilhed courage, 
till Dinarbas, pierced with wounds, fell 
lifelefs from his horfe, and was carried 
from the field by his foldiers^ who fled 
with him to the fortrefs ; and RalTelas, 
engaged in the midft of the enemy's 
troops, was at the fame inftant furrounded 
and taken prifoner : " You have much 
caufe for comfort, lady," continued Im- 
lac, " your brother's life is in fafety, the 
Egyptians are not a cruel nation, and it 
is not probable they will treat injurioufly 
a prifoner of war/* 

" I thank 



J 
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** I thank Heaven," returned the prin- 
cefs, " for having protefted the life of 
my brother; but can I enjoy comfort 
while he remains a prifoner, and while i 
behold the afflifUon of Zilia and her fa- 
ther ? Let us feek the good Amalphis, 
nor leave him longer alone a prey to his 
forrows**' 



c H A P*^ 



' 



4i DINAItBAS, A TALE 



CHAP. VII. 



THS LOVS OF DISSIPATION NOT INCOIt- 

AIOIBLZ. 

XX/'HLE grief had thus taken poflef- 
fion of the vidtors, the routed for- 
ces of the Egyptians retired tumultu- 
oufly towards the confines of their king- 
dom. Raflelas had too much fortitude 
and philofophy to be dejcfted or furprifed 
at what he knew to be die common chance 
of .war : he rejoiced at the retreat of the 
enemy, and fubmitted with patience to^ 
his fate, though he regretted that he 
could not fhare the honours of the con- 
querors : he had been too aftive in the 
engagement to perceive the fall of Di- 
narbas, but he feared fome ill accident 
might have attended him, as he knew 

not 
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not otberwife hcfw to account for lofing^ 
%ht of him^ aad kt tht defertion of his 
troops. He was ftriftly feoared in the 
mi^It of four IifOrfefirtcn, during the time 
cff their march, and at night placed 
in a tent flirrounded by a ftrong guard. 
As foon as the army arrived in lower 
^Syp^> *^ enjoyed greater liberty, and 
was pennitted to converfe with the offi- 
cers 5 amongft whom he recognized fc- 
veral of the young men with whom he 
had been inrimate at his firft arrival at 
Cairo. They received him with joy, fpr 
they had equally forgotten the abrupt 
manner in which hq had quitted their 
fociety, and the good admonitions, he had 
left with them. Raflclas was dilpleafecl 
at meeting them : " What Ihall I do," 
faid he to himfelf^ " in a fociety of 
which I have proved the inconvenien- 
ces, and have felt tlie difguft ? If I 

D could 
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could hot bear the noify * miitb> and 
thoughdefs vivacity of iny young com- 
panions, at my firft entering into the 
various fcenes of life, how ihall I fup- 
port the fatigue of their company when 
every day has increased my diiapproba- 
tion of their condud^ and convinced 
me of the infufficiency of their amufe* 
ments ?" 

In confequence of thefe reflexions, he 
thanked them coolly for their civilides, 
and avoided any further intercourfe with 
: them : but the mind opprefled with cares, 
and accuftomed to communicate its in- 
quietudes, requires the ufual relief: he 
found, not without humiliation, that 
feme fociety was neceflary, and that 
trifling as their conver&tion formerly 
appeared to him, he was compelled fre- 
quently to fly to it,, as to a refuge from 

his 
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bis own thdughts. He began codifcern^ in 
the niidft of frantic gaiety and remorfe-^ 

Jcfs diflipation, fparks of hoQOur^ ( fincerity 
'aild goodriiatui'^, that were not to^bie 
ftifled by tJie* influence of; paflion: he 
pitied and; cftccmcd th^ pofleilbfs of thcfc 

•^rttjcs V ^nd, having found by e^p^rience 
that (evere rjebuke and the ^ir of f^perior 
prudo&ce produced an, efieft conti:ary> to 
Jus .ytrifliesj he toojf.^ gentler and ipore 
fucceisfiil means* By. i^pplaudi|ig theiir 
ardour^- he taught thei^ tp. . '4ifti{ig!4i|h 
coui^g^irom temerityya fe^ifej of honour 

: and the |f ide' of virtue from _revej3g<e and 

.vanity, geperofity fc(»n prodig4lity> apd 
friendfliip from i)lipd aj[Fe^ion{^lh*J(^arl>• 

.cd, by-ftudying^^v?^ var jpus. .djfpoi^cjoqa 

; he had confidcreift .as eengr^lljf.idppijayfl^, 
.kwryferc incap^i^ §g bgjng -^ jH^insgd,; 
and diatjie. l^d JMdg?^ .tWifcYetely of 

D a the 
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die reft fftkti ^ fkfilts bJT tbcfit* t^mpd^ 
monsv ' He focifld^ diM die * fkme admorii- 
tiOMirhich thcjr h«d itjje^edwidi dda- 
Itenj wfceii givcti with the feWrft^ ^' a 

^hen «)ffbred ^^Iv^^ fmS&itj kihdxiek 

whiar^ep h^ difiroi^ered pr^ffewot^^-dfi 
iheir «dtldU5l:, and t^y joitikig An ^$khk iQf 
thd^ ^afures^ ds^ ^6 iftrloccmj ^he dcJ- 
^^dlh^ p'iglft df cenfurbg tHeV'fewks, 
'tstA.T^firi^ if^ -imitate theiir"irn^uiAl4- 
tieis^ thc?ir'' ^ninias, tinaccuftomfcd^^tt? ^«e». 

to'feriotisikiaJts/'but fht'toV«^i)fr^rio\^. 

ty'firft'fei^g*d them lo'^Kl^A- 16 Rat 

if^^' ^htn^ i|W p'ropdid ' ktiy - impfoVg- 

ifnei^r dl^' hlid'4^' ap|?ear«iflee of^^fi- 

ilOt ^d{«^fi«^ ^(JKVidf^'whb^tttey'Kfad 

^ vl at 
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atfirftt^a up thrpugb .caprice.. f£^cix 
thpfe who had bcfpre fcpaijf4 jncQrrigi- 
bk, gaw way, either. to, tjlje ,foiK:c pf rca7 

iqn, Of |» the.greT^alence:0(C.Fxa^ple^axi4 
©irher . iafqnfiWy jwned iij .:rtLe^ fcfpfiro-. 

t;fe0 greater pvmJserapprayie.. , y,j ^, ,. 
'■\' .. "i<L\-^ • ' t ':•> nil.; u.J •:..'..:;■ ..::. 

fame fuccefs? J jfewf J jjiyft jDjiil^, ipy^ 
fclf as guilty of the irregularities of my 
companions during the fpace of time 
which Has pafled fince we parted. He, 
who would wifti to reform his fellow 
creatures, muft ftudy attentively the hu- 

D 3 man 
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man heart: he muft treat with tendernefs 
the man whom wcaknefs, not perverfenels, 
has caufed to deviate from ihe path of 
virtue : • he ' i"rtiifl: fortify by degtecs his 
returning energy, nor dazzle at once the 
eyes of error 'with all the (f^lendor ^ 
fevere truth r he mtift fliew her to Um 
firft under the form of compAflson^ of 
benevolence^ of iodulgehce: kinocciiice 
alone can bear die light of litt' unveiltil) 
majeftjri repcntanec would fifdc mto de« 
fp2ir without the bilm of metcjr.— N<s 
henceforwaid let me avoid the pride of 
reproof and the fiown dfdi&pprobatiofi : 
let nie endeavour to inftnift bjrexanbple^ 
and perfuade by klndAe6 V* 



CHAP* 
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CHAP, vm; 

APOLOGY FOR RVSTICITV. 

Y^HEREVER the army paflcd, the 
prince oblcrved thiat great cordiality 
fubfifted between the foldiers and the in- 
habitants of the country : the former re- 
ceived prefents of the fruits of the earth 
and of the milk of the flocks^ which made' 
the only riches of their rural friends, 
Raflclas was furprifed to find* great acute - 
nefs and penetration' in many of thcfe 
Ihepherds, who gave nfefol ififtruaiona 
to the foldiers for the remainder of dieir 
march, and amuftd them with paflorar 
{ports, while they received' them with 
franknels and hofpitality. v" How dif- 
ferfent do I find you," faid Raflfelas to 
one of the old ihepherds; "from the 

D 4^ race^ 
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race who tend their flocks near the cata- 
rafts of the Nile i I vifitcd thefe in hopes 
to find amongft them that gentlenefs 
and thofc Harmiefe virtues which all ages 
and all nations have agreed to attribute 
to the paftoral life. My difappointmcnt 
was great: they were difcontented wkh 
their own fituation, envious of the richj 
rude and untaught in the arts of general 
utility, and not more uninftrufted in the 
politenefs of courts, . than in the common 
duties of holpitaiity. J find, on the con- 
trary, amongft you, many who convince 
me that the poets have written after na- 
~ture; and I am delighted to perceive that 
the tranquil happinefe of a paftoral life, 
though not univerfal, is not wholly ba- 
nilhed from the earth." 

« Sir," replied the fhepherd/-*^ I have 
in my youth pafled feme time in the 

fruitful 



J 



fruf^ ,}^iSi?fr^, yf\Mi^/o^ jx^ntion^ and 

m^il ^ iQjur .nJWWi particul?rlj in the. 
If^ring ^^,. bA? deceived ')w^ or .the. 
f]fcuepheied& )»^<;^ iiih^it that hapfxjr.. qU-. 
matfc ^ ,-pnd^w,cd rwith the ifinje pc- 
neti^tionj;, ^wii . «3«ei;dfe die faitpe JipJ^i- 
t^ty ;aji yqtu iiad amongft .w: nay, I 
hsA^ -^h^ug^t jiat ;th|Efy pc3tffeflQd thel^ 
qpa^i€{^ in ^. higjaer degree: ,dje purity 
of tim «f5*,'th? Jbeautiiul. yqcdure pf tche 
fieJdsi l^c in^ioe yaricty of -birds that 
inhabit ctticj groves on the ioixier^ of the 
&xhpr: qf ^^»itep 4 fvU thefe.^im^ge^ qf the 
pg^ef :fngj^^p(2idn9f3 .of fti^e- IJ^ity -inuft 
esip^nd; -^w ; he^ts> ^nii* Pi^-ify (iienpi 
fi»m the .drof^ of tjiofe vile paffipni^ 
wbi?ch y:a\p 4?fci;ibe. .But^ S^ir^j jthe ^leafaa^ 
fcd^ ai^ theref^rjs TO9jy juftJ^^ 
^ , pxeJfure ,pf jth^ tyranny of, it;he ^eat .; 

yo^ -8|5>eacwice ^pcpfuades nje th^t^your 

D 5 rank 
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rank is abdve 'the clafs of mecCocrhys 
they have been accuftonned Co look on 
luch perfons as their tyrants, by whom they 
arenever to be vifitcd, but when they are 
to contribute to enrich them by the fruits 
of their labours, or perhaps * to amufe a 
moment of caprice or fiftleisnefs by ex- 
citing in them fentiments of ridicule. 
What ideas can thefe have in common 
with the rich ? If you would know thdr 
opinions and manners, you muft diveft 
yourfelf of the fuperiority which your 
rank has given you, and live like them. 
I will not promife you that (irch inter- 
courfe will make you amends for the 
facrifice/. I will only fay, and your pre- 
lent obfervations may confirm ir, that 
the poetical defcriptions of paftoral lifi^j 
though perhaps embellilhed, are not 
wholly fabulous ; and that were you 
oblig^ to defcend to our humble fta« 

_ 5 ^^^» 



CONTINUATION OP RASSELAS. 5^- 

tion, you would find our candour and 
£mplicity not unworthy of your regard. 
The foldier who rcfpcfts our property de* 
feires our affeftionj and we let him i 
reap the fruits of his' moderation 
and of our gratitude: W€* envy not his 
riches J 'if « he ^ has any, they are ' acquired '■ 
by greater hardfliips> than we arcf ac-^ 
cuftomed to, and without' him we could 
not poflefs our ■ fields ' in- tranquillity; • 

• 

Blame* us- not therefore for ourrudtneft • 
towards' the mighty ; it is perhdps our 
greateit virtue : every - fubjc6l of defpo- 
tifm is^ equally a flave, but it. is difficult 
for him who fpends the greateft pzn -of 
hisi time under the ample canopy of 
heaven^ .who fees all around him' free 
except, hirafelf and his fellow creature ^ 
man, who. feels no. immediate benefit from 
the poAces of the earth, and only knows • 
hSs. (Jependence on them by their tempo- 

D 6 ' raiyy 
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rary oppreifions, it is dlfHcuIt for tiutit 
beiag not to conGtdor die great and the. 
ridi as his enemies : it is ftill more 'dif- 
fkult for him to difguife that fediag; 
neither can he conceive the neceffitv of 
fe^ni^g. It is no mark t)f illiberal fen- 
(iment to negled thofe above us: wc 
fee and confefs the wants of this srtny^ 
we fupply Aem with what we poflfafe* 
and ihould be cruel if we denied chem : 
the connexion which tbeir neceffity has 
itiade them form with us, engages us 
to live fanpiiarly together ^ we oommuni- 
cat« to them ot^r ideas> and receive iirfor* 
mation from them : ow Db%ations are 
reciprocal^ and our 4i&fire to pfeafe ma* 
tual ; but where none of thefe motrmes 
fubfift, haw can you judge of the ^cficn- 
rial chara6ter of any individual, or of any 
clafs of people ? 

C H A P# 
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CHAP. IX, 

flASS'ELAS IN CONI^ffTEMEi^'T. 

* AM 

'T^HS army oow arxived in a J^iacious 
plain fiirmuaded by aa amphithea- 
tre of hiU5» where fiading excelktu |ta- 
fturage, jsjentifbl ipri^gs of water, and 
a lai|ge fbreft to fcroen them from -the 
heats of the fun, they &rmed ^ regular 
camp, diilributed rewards and puoiih^ 
ments, and pafled feveral days in feafts 
and diflipation. The Arabs, who iaad 
accompanied the Egypdans in their ion* 
fuccefsful eKpedition, Sndii^ that thejr 
loitered aw^ay -x^vkdi time in a ftate of in-- 
a&vQn, becarmq weary -c^ e^pe&atia% mi 
"unanknouily Agreed to. lea«re -their ^lies 
and . retBra , tto . thoir ancient dofultory 
laode 4)f %hti|i^ I but kQ^re 4hey d^T 

parted. 
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parted, they demanded. a diyifioaof the- 
fpoils and prifoners. The Egyptians be — 
ing unable to refufei after they had em-^ 
ployed im^BFe&ually allvPneana of .foothing : 
them to remain among them, found I 
themfelves at laff * obliged not only to 
give up their beft caprives^ but to ■ en- 
rich the Arabs with the moft precious 
of their acquifitions ; they murmured 
but they complied; Suck is the advan- 
ta^ of *the ftrong and adtive over : the* 
weak and'indolent.: 

R^flelas, in the divifibn of prifbners; , 
fell to the fhare of the -commander of 
the Arabs, and was •eftecmed a vduable 
prize, on -account of his- youth, h^s com-* 
manding figurei and his^ Ikill inr various ' 
languages*: but* it^ was- Hot t conveoient : 
£ir the chief to carry him immediately to ^ 
C«irO>*the^ gPMt mart i^ captives^ aslie 

iwrould .1 
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'Wtwid'havc been cmbarraflcd witi hiav 
on hk march: he therefore placed him 
with two flives of approved fidelity, in a., 
ftrong tower cm the fiammt of an almoft 
inacceffible mountain, and pi«>mifed to> 
return for hJm'^ive next months- Theflaves 
by turns defcettdefd into the valley to feek 
provifions for themfclvcs and Raffelas>, 
but, in compliance with what their mafter 
had exaaed in proof of their fidfclityxibr 
Ibme time iitvcp exchanged a. word with, 
their prUbner*. 

» 

Raflclas, notwithftandihg- Bis former 
pHlofophy, daiJy loft all temper in his^pre-^ 
fcnt fituation : during' his jowraiey thitber, 
and after his arrival, he had fliewn fot 
great an impaocnce of^ contrd, and fa 
much defirc of forcing his guard, that 
he was kqpt with uncommoa ftri£tneis> 
Hovrever difegreeablc and humiliating 

might 
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might i^e the ike -wbiti fee ^J^^ 
tfc« ceiufti pf;tdic Jlrabt! hi '/Wfci^af^py, 
counted liic idaFs (jaliatted ior i|« eQ#rfipe.r 
liient : foHtiide : appeared :to bi^^ wi^i^ 

mottdti^ he* looked otrse ^.rf^^nairjf &r 
tiic arrivad'of cbc Arab i«itfiH ^ f?WF/?^t 
pe6lati^ aqval to' ijiat wktk ^^c^ ^ 
would haviC jymfied ibr lAe -rfitnnn o£ » 
friend. From iiieirifing *? tl>e ■ fetung ftm^ 
he paffiid'thc jdjBf ait xrfie iijfiiadow'.^f^ bis- 
prifon, and would fcarcely leayc i^^XG^ tak^ 
his . accuftomed food : for feveral days fol- 
kwmg he (seneiEinfid in th^/ame ,^t:e of 
anxiety ; his fniiKl^feciToe^^blflrl^ il .owe 
ideal ^id co\A^ find itiio nefpuj^;^ jb^ i|>. 
felf. He emitaafiou^ m Hifyfti^Oi^ th^ 
iSioughts (if th&paft fefithofefOf j(4^e ii*' 
t'Ure: k^was inip0iibk/t-&9ep.$€d &oai 

ttrrdg^ted the flaves .and txpii^ci oie >»n^ 
' . iwer ; 
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fwer: at laft, as they perceived his agi- 
tation to be violent, and feared it would 
endanger his health,^ 'they told him their 
mafter often canrie much later than he had 
defigned, fince liis return depended oh the 
fuccel& of his arms ; that he might poilV 
biy be feveral months abfent/bat that in 
the mean time he hhnfelf Ihotdfl expcH- 
etice no oche^ inconvehiency than that bf 
oDrtfincment. ' e i 



^ «. 
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C H A P. X, 

THfi R£SOUAC£S OF SOLITuOS. 

« 

^HEprincci fkr from being comfort* 
cd ky the anfwer of die flaves, wai. 
overwhelmed with afflidioii; he funk, 
hopelefi on his mat, the only fiimiture of. 
his prifon, and gave himfclf vp to all the) 
melancholy of his refleftions. ^'I am 
now/* faid he, ^^ arrived at die evil I 
have always dreaded^ and- which it has 
been my conftant ftudy to avoid~why 
did I take fuch pains to quit the happy 
valley, but to emerge from a ftatc of ob- 
livion and inadtivity ? Why have I en* 
deavoured all my life to improve in vir« 
tue and knowledge, but with the hopes of 
advancing the good of odiers and my own 
glory i To whom now can I communi- 
cate 
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catc rt\y thoughts'?- Ffom whorfi can I 
gain applatife or - fe(fdvc irtformation?' 
If the Arab (hould fall a facriftce to hU - 
avidity, th^n whkh nothing is mofepro- 
bablcj who vn\\\ be acquabcod with my 
itcrcat? Shall I not be ccindcasncd to^ 
wear out my days in dr«u^ ibtttude^ 
widiout any being to alleviate my woet r^ 
The guards^ who ar6 placed to watch me» > 
arc nwi aif unmlling -but incapable cfi 
aflTorcfii^ me^ cobfi^ation : I^ have fK>t; 
the refource of cohvcrfing widi die lcara«»' 
ed of former ages, fince not a Tolutae. 
» to be found widiin theft walls^*Khe 
power of writing is deniM me«-*I can gaiii. 
no alleviation of my mifery by (ihting 
down my thoughts and arranging them 
with rcflca!on-»-=^h[Ow poor is man when 
divcfted of external fuccour I** ; 



I • 



N«r 



HajEfelas: teiiiva^ ^^jc^u% for.^xdut mig^C 

be tl»e fete ^f Nelc^yah'f he /ec^l^ t^, 

raind, with the xnoftiltfetj^r -Kgretijishe 

h»ppy OTonficottihe fca^jpiaiJed.ift.lUteft- 
i«g to dne doquence^ ^f Jml^cv afi<d ^, 
fd^nce of ithe ^tAkomms^ ; h^ Qftf»,/e«jpe4 
tkat .Dinarhttphml' fattrir ;t Vi^lMi : t<ft hill 

• « 

piofem toi hihi ; .inris^ ^iiduiSi 

be! had.&imci/ ^mifd£<mtV' Imv lerejx 
ffoilB^wcvcryi tnar^.iims ,fre& wisbMnti^gl)^ 
nsitfOAs;.hv often: rcfta^d tkf^^cpiiyKtf^l 
maf be IKad beU.iaritlit ||||nv*:«B^-^lHoi^- 
t^e :rehi9Dhb^aaccr^2x?e Ban rj}ieic|90iffihtr 
paii^ ; hcf leered die icnages flibuld . dec9f> 
and iikroT^'tto iaipripr'tb^. au^ftra6g<* 
ly on his memcir)(,:dc&ifi Adtfld IbfciJthc 
only fatisfaftion that was left him. What 

g»VC him the greeted uneafinefs, was the 

fear 



^ of bfin% ^i%<meifi Ani-thb^gh he 

*i ' &*■ 4trif)r6bklHfiijr"tlHlt "his! ' Friends 
'&lPfieilkrWoiAd<lbnigdk^-^cc^ Ih^ii of 

"iJfcRBi''3f-J">{''- hri; b-i'lrqn-O') : I b:;!'.v 

■'■'tH ^^te ;df 'WfeaKnfefs «id affliflioh 

,M»i-«?ftatti'aftfca fiisWttSfnftdn, ihdfiif*a 
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: ipltf re jfottic evenings after, gave him the 
firft fci>timeat of pkarore which he had 
^ e}q)erieqc<d: (ince his , captivity : he d<j- 
Icribed h^. feniatipns; jp % :Cp(u41 pq$rn 
which he compofed and addrefled to Zi- 
iia : the pains he took to repeat and re- 
ntal A ^ in:^s jneraory ethployed t^e reft of 
jh€,jevenipg,\^hf Ik^ tM .i%ht Ifcticr 
J*ai?>heJ^4 d<«?pJ«We h^ iipprifofimfim. 
,The &U^^ing;,,^ay he copipqfed a,*- 
.icripti^ of ^^he te^ipfcft, addrefled to In>- 
lac, and reiolyed, ;0n the firfl: occafion, 
that the abfence qf -the m9Pn ihould rc- 
. (lore brilliancy (to t^e ftars,' to dedicate ap 
..ode on tha^t; fubjciSt to tiie..a^ix)|noa]i((r. 
, At nig^^ as foona^the lunar rays entered 
Jiis chaml^crV he; flew with rapture to die 
..w^ndpw, as to a.fituapon tl^t, i;eca31ed to 
hiip morc^%(jibly-thefiaiagcr.oC?i|iai he 
., madq Ibinc, ch^n^ in , the, po^ffi . ac^dff fl*- 
, cd to ii?if the fonncr evening, added fotpe 

delcriptions 
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deftipdous of the proipe£t in hb view9 
and retired to reft with more than ufual 
tranquillity. 

Nekayah was not forgotten in theie 
ideal compofitionsa and from the time of 
his finding this emjidoyment^ he was leis 
wearied with txptStmon, and confe- 
qiiently more content with his preient 
'fituatton. He no longer Ipent hours at the 
window looking towards the only accefli^ 
ble fide of the mountain, nor liftened to 
the Aoife of the wind, in lK>pes it might 
be the trampling of horfes. He felt ap- 
plaule in his own^ mind for tins new-ac- 
quired patience, as for a viftory gained 
over himfeHi arid the exultation of con- 
•fcious m^rit gave new ftrength ' to his rc- 
folutions. 



» . i • 
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CHAP. XI. 

RESIGNATIONT* 

l^ASS'g.1.^ Si, rwas ^lOtoRly . reffgacd 
; r to hifj fate, , but; beg^n to bcf t ptj^v 

**^ hpjw ^c^i^ldiJ (prefer the thou^its of 
,fla\f^ -aj^ddegnids^on to the life ,i am 

^iwed^ of jthc,apiyfcr5^nt^,;of ,!?a^e^,. and 
jdjjljaregi.^ptpt^ rec^rocal commuai- 
'^:a,dons.of frie^dib^, but I am equally 
iav^d frot^ the jnortifications fo frequent 
i^^ %:ieQr, and- .from the, wlice of hatred 
and envy. If I am incapacitate^ from 
doing good, I am at leaft .prevented ' 
from committing ill : it is true I am here 
' '^ ufelefs 
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uMefi to my friends, but I fkve the fatif. 

feftion of reflcfting that it was, in their 
defence, and , in the ferMicc of fny-oeunt-ry 
that! loft my liberty;. — Nekayah has fenfe 
and rcfolution, flie can neither wunt friends 
to affift her with advice, . nor prudence to 
follow their counfels. Inilac and the aftro- 
aomcr purfued Uirir padtiajJife long bcr 
fore they knew nie : Dinatbas either pe- 
rifhed nobly in the battle, or is engaged 

in me career of glory. Zilia Zilia 

could never have been mine with honour 
to hcrfelG and obedience to my father— 
I am faved from the pain of feeing her 
in the arms of another, or of deftroying 
^U the happinefe of her life— Providence 
has certainly enclofed me here as a (hel- 
per from guilt, and I receive the benefit 
with gratitude, 

*^ The berniit whom we vifited in his 

£ retreat^ 
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retreat, and accompanied back to Cairo, 
was not contented with a voluntary re- 
tirement, and yet I have accuftomed my- 
felf to forced feclufion, even without many 
of the advantages which he enjoyed— 
whence arifes fo ftrange a difference ? 
Perhaps, white the mind has a power of 
wandering, it can never fink into repofe : 
perhaps, while choice is aUowed us, in- 
conftancy will attend our defires : how 
merciful is Heaven in allotting to man 
the part he is to a6t in this world ! Did 
it depend wholly on himfelfi caprice 
would direft his aftions, and rcmorfc 
would follow them. Reiignation fhould 
be the favourite ftudy of the wife, and 
the principal virtue of the brave. 

*^ -How can a man think hinnfelf alone 
while furrounded with the nobleft works 
of his Creator ? while the planets, the 

ftars. 
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ftars, and that great luminary, yfhofe ge- 
iseral influence diipenfes light and heat 
to the vaft univcrfe, afFord a conftant 
field for meditation and thankfulnefs ? 
How can he confider himfclf as friend- 
Icfs and unprotcfted, when the hand of 
God equally fupports the captive in his 
wretched dungeon, and the conqueror at 
the head of his triumphant army ? when 
a moment may change the fate of either 
as his will direfts, and when all their ef- 
forts, without his immediate afliflancc, can 
neither alter or continue their prefcnt 
fituation ? Uncertain as I am which is 
the moft preferable of the various con- 
ditions of life, I am yet perfuaded, that if 
there is much disappointment, there is 
likewife much comfort to be found in all. 
I will therefore form no other prayer to 
the Divinity,, than to keep me from crime 
and error, .and :teach me to be wholly 

E 2 governed 
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governed by his will. WouH it not be 
prefumption in a blind man to pretend to 
choofe his path? All that he can do is 
to endeavour, as far as his ftferigth will 
permit, to walk upright in that which is 
appointed him by his guide — and arc 
we not all morally blind'?' What have 
the greateft fages difcovered but that they 
knew nothing ? And fhall we itot yield 
ourfelves without'referve to the direftion 
of that Divine Leader, who not only allots 
for us the path it is moft fit we fhould 
purfue, but' fupports and confolfes us 
amid the dangers and difficulties that 
furround it*' ' ' ' 






CHAP. 
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CHAP. xn. 

KEKAYAH INSTRUCTED BY MISFORTUNI. 

■QtJRING the confinement of Raffe- 
las, various events happened in the 
fortrefs where he had left Nekayah. 

Attended by Iitilac, Nekayah went to 
^e apartment o£ Amalphis : fhe found 
htm ieated on a fofa writing : fhe was 
aftonilhbd at his tranquillity^ and advan- 
cihjg, en(^lred» with trembling anxiety^ 
after Dinarbasr 

.«* Iiftdy," returned the venerable war- 
rior, ^' my fon is no more— he has fallen 
nobly in the exercife of his duty -, and 
while the funeral honours, that juftly be- 
long to the young hero, are preparing, I 
take this moment to inform the emperor 

E 3 of 
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of the fuccefs of his arms/* « Is 

fuch then," replied Nckayah," the efFeft 
of philofophy, courage, or refignation? 
Can they diveft you of^the feelings of 
nature, or teach you to fiipport with pa- 
tience a lofs under which the wifeft have 
defpaired, and the braveft have funk ?'* 
*' Lady," faid Amalphis, ^* neither phi"- 
lofophy nor reafon could reconcije me 
to the death of my fon : they who would 
cure grief by declamatipn, or llifle fenti- 
' ment by reafon, know litde of the heart 
of man : the more I think, the nK>re I 
am perfuadcd of the virtues of Dinarbas^: 
the more I refleft, the ' taore muft I re- 
gret his lofs. My hopes are over in this 
world, and happinels is for ever banilh- 
cd from ' me : all that now remains is to 
do my duty for the poor remnant of my 
life, and then fink into tranquillity or 
rife to glory. Grief does not always fliew 

itfelf 
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itfclf by tears and exclamations : if there 
is any power in philofophy, it confifts in 
preventing us from giving exterior proofs 
of our affll<5lion, but it cannot cure the 
•wound iilflidted on the heart : employment 
arfa aftiVity may perhaps have a greater 
cfFeft, but not in fufFerings like mine. 
The only refleftion that faves me on the 
very brink of the precipice of delpair, is 
refignation to the will of Heaven; and 
the only motivesj that can make me oui^ 
wardly conquer my afflidion, are my du- 
ty to my foverergn and my love to Zilia : 
thefe^'* added Amalphis with a look of 
unutterable forrow> *^ make me bear life, . 
nor^ trouble others with my complaints ; 
but the anguifh remains in my breaft^ . 
and time or refledion will only ferve to > 
increafe it/' 

The. princefe ' reared ^bi;(hed^ "and {w- 

£.4, negated ^ 
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netrated with the moft poignant grief: 
fhe threw herfelf on her couch, and com- 
manded all her attendants, except Pekuah, 
to withdraw, " How can I ever for- 
give myfelf," faid fhe, *' my dear Pe- 
kuah, for confidcring Amalphis as in- 
fenfible ? Is not his the only true philo* 
fophy. ? He is miferable, yet he will fup- 
port his own charad^r, and do his dujcy to 
cthei:s— his fifBi^Tcion will prey on hi« 
health, and perhaps ht will fall a vi(5lim 
to that fcntimcht of which I fuppofed him 
incapable !— ^nd what am I ?— ^how have 
I treated the hero whom I fliall never 
ceafe t<J lament! Pride, where art thou 
now ? — Did I not, fix)m the firft moment 
of my converfing with Dinarbas, find in 
him all the noble fire of heroifm, without 
vanity or rafhnefs ? all the livelinefs of 
wit, and all the depth of knowledge, 
without m-nature and without pedantry ? 

Wa$ 
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Was not my firll care to pleafe and intereft 
Aim, and when I perceived with joy the 
.itnprc(EQn I had made, did I not aflumc 
the air of haughty fuperiority and of 
mortifying indifference ? And why? — be- 
eaufe he treated me with peculiar relpedt— 
becaufe he wore my chains I made 
them ^ftill . njpre heavy, and ufed every 
art to render them lafting : if he had not 
ho4;ioured pne with a regard of which I 
was unworthy, fhould I not anxioufly have 
fought delight from his eloquence, and 
inftrufbion from his knowledge ! Should 
I not have been ftruck with awe and 

admiration at his virtue U O power, 

hpw dangerous art thou to all! How 
little to be trufted in the hands of wo- 
man ! Forgive me, Dinarbas,! my whole 
remaining life, a life of remorfe, Ihall ex- 
jpiajte m;^ f^tilt-— 






E5 Af 
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As Nekayah uttered thefe words, Zr- 
lia entered the apartment: fhc was 
drcfled in a long mourning robe, her 
face was veiled, and Ihe was attended 
by Jicr women, habited in the fame man- 
jier. 

*^ Nekayah," faid fhe, *^ I am going 
to pay the laft fad duties to the remains 
of m^ brother: the funeral proceflion 
advances towards the final habitation of 
the brave— wilt thou not Join me in this 
melancholy moment ? If the dead are 
confciou6 of what paffes on earth, the 
fpirit of Dinarbas will rejoice in thy re- 
Ipeft to his memory ; for he loved thee, 
O Nekayah! and if thy brother was 
here, he would pay with tears this ho- 
;nage to his frien d he would join me 

in my grief /* Nekayah had not 

^wo" to anfwer.- She made a fign that 

they 
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ttejr Should bring her a mournu^ ha- 
bit; covered herfelf widi a tfiick veil, 
and vrithout pronouncing a word followed 
theiteps of Zilia.^. 



E 6 CHAP. 
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chap: xiii. 

THE FUNERAL OF DINARBAS. 

np H E body of Dinarbas, clothed in 
a rich robe, was carried on a bier 
decorated with branches of palm and 
laurel, by fix of the chofen warriors 
whom he had commanded, while the 
reft followed leading their horfes, all 
marching with their arms reverfed, 
to the found of mournful harmony, 
with unfeigned aifHiftion in their coun- 
tenance. Next to them walked Amal- 
phisj followed by Zilia, Nekayah, and 
their attendants, the proceflion ' being 
clofed by the remainder of the garrifon. 
Dinarbas had gained the affedion of allj 
and by all he was regretted# 

When 
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When they arrived at Ap place of 
burial, which was a fmall valley on the 
banks of the river, the foldiers fet down 
the bier ; and the garriibn being formed 
into ranks^ on one iide headed by Amal- 
phis, while on the other flood the femafe 
mourners, a venerable prieft advancc<|> 
and according to the cuftom of Abiflinia, 
placing himfelf near the: body^' pronoun- 
ced the following oration : 

" Grieve not, O ye foldiers> compa- 
nions of the hero whofe obfequies we are 
nict to celebrate : your lamentations can- 
not recal him to life : weep not, ye love- 
ly mourners, Dinarfeas cannot be rc- 
ftored by your tears: Attend to the 
praife of his adtions, arid ' imitate his 
virnaes all ye who regret his lofs : he- 
told the fate of youth, of genius, of 
valour I Employ the fleeting hours, and 

let 
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let your lifej like his, be glorious^ ^nd) - 
yo\iFdeath> lik& hisj triumphant 

^^ Few have been thy ^yearsi DinkrbasC 
4)ut well haft thou employed chem : the 
burning fahds of Lybia>. the ftony^-preci* 
j>iees of Arabia;, the fertile plams* of < 
Egypt, have r been witncffcs of thy glori-- 
.ous. deeds: conqueft fat on thy.fword, . 
and humanity beamed from thy eyes. Un- 
wearied by fatigue and hardfhipi uncor- - 
rupted by the, charms .x)f viftory, thy ' 
mind was adtive as che>nordiern breeze^ , 
and thy heart pure as the ftream that . 
flows before thee: fierce as the. whirl- 
wind in the day of battle^ mild as the ^ 
zephyr in the hour ' of friend&ip^ thou • 
knewcft all the arts of war, and all die ^ 
ornaments of peace»l merciful .to- thy. 
vanquished enemies^ .unth^en in- thy 
refoIyes> courteous in thy manners^ firm 

and 

.5 
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and ardent in the caufe of honour and of 
thy country, thou leaveft us to lament . 
thy lols, and to follow thy example! — 
yet who fhaU imitate thee, O Dinarbas? 
where ftiall we find the warmth of youth 
\ihited to the experience of age ? where 
ftaH we fee, but in diy comprehenfivc 
mind, the knowledge of the lajge who 
lias pafTcd his days in meditation, and 
that of Ae Ibldier whofe years have 
flowed through the buly fcenes of aftive 
life ? Warriors \ like him fly the reduc- 
tions of diflSpation: Dinarbas, in the 
bk)oni of youth, endowed with all the 
warmth of fancy, was fiiperior to their 
enticements: his greateft conquefts were 
-over his own paflions : he lubdued them, 
or like vanquished enemies made them Tub- 
fcrvient to his great defigns, and direfted 
them with def^otic fway in the caufe of 
Virtue and honour • Superior to every 

obftaclej 
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/ .... 

ptAacle^ when h|^ had by.hi^ laft aftiou 
cnfured his glory and our frcedonfij ht 
fell in the arnos of viftoiy, and ^expired 
amkjft the acclamations of a jgr^tciul 
people, — r- Strew his bier v/jith flow/CfS, 
O ye virgins of Abiffinia ! ^p has fewed 
you frorn flavery and dilhonour-^dirow 
palms and laurel^ around Jtunn, O yc war- 
riors 1 he led you to conqueft, and he 
}f,^^ left you the . .fruits of his triuniphw- 
and, ^lou> . Amalphfs I by whom he, was" 
iiifpii:ed with heroic ardour and god-tike 
virtue:; thou irftofe precepts and whofcr 
, example he has fo w^ell obeyed and inpi- 
tated, father of our hero^ and father of 
thy troops ! may the. great. expl(^ts, may 
the exalted virtues of Dioarb^s compen-' 
fete to thee .the ijiortnefs of the term 
which Heaven has- granted ,him I . and 
may . thefejr thy Qth€;r childreni^ epnulacc 

3 
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eqtblly the valour and the filial afifciSfcion 
of their beloved warrior l" 

Amalphis could no longer refrain 
from tears 1 they trickled in abundance 
down his venerable cheeks j the chiefs of 
the army ran to embrace, his knees, and 
the foldiers, whom refpeft detained from 
^pfoaching, filled the air with exclama- 
tions , of grief for PioarbaSi Uftd vowa of 
fidelity to his father, . 

Zilta and Nckayah remained niotion- 
lefs in filent forrow.: the prieffc made 
figns for them to advance and caft Howers 
on the bier: they approached with trem^ 
bling knees, and uncertain fteps : the 
tender Zilia fupported herfelf, half faint- 
ing, on her women; but Nekayah, fum- 
moning all her refolution to pay the laft 
tribute to the memory of Dinarbas, walked 
majeftically to the bier, and looking ftead- 

faftly 
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faftly on the body, as (he fcattered rofe^' 
over it, thought fhe perceived the breaft 
heave with (bme remains of life : dubious 
and agitated between hope and fear, fhe 
approached. ftill nearer, when fhe faw his 
eyes open, and again clofe fronv the light 
of day, and loon after a figh affured her 
he was yet alive. **No longer mournj 
but afTifl your hero," cried Nckayah^ 
wBd with' joy, and yet trembling with 
apprehenfion i *^ bring fpcedy fuccour, 
iind he may fUll be preferved to his 
iriends and country — he yet brcathesi-r 
— O hafte.to favc him I" 

The rapture and confiifion were unxi- 
veKal. Amalphis thought that the inoia- 
gination of Nekayah, affrighted at the 
mournful folemnity, had flattered her dif- 
turbed fenfes with a momentary dehifion : 
the mofl ikilful phyficians, the whole gar- 

rifon^ 



CONTINUATION OF RASSELAS. '^t 

nibn> had pronounced him dead, Amal- 
phis raifcd his eyes to Heaven — " Defend 
me, all-gracious Power I" cried the ve- 
nerable warrior, "defend me from riiis 
dazzling ray of fallacious hope, (ave me 
from falling ftill deeper into the abyfs of 
mifery/* 



CHAPf 
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CHAP. XIV. 



lUBARRASSMENT OF. K£KAYAH« 

T> Y the care of thoie arouncf him, Di- 
narbas was rcftored to life : he turn- 
ed his eyes with aftonifliment ori Ne- 
kayah, Zilia, and his father. Amalphis 
could no longer doubt : he poured forth 
his grateful thanks to Fleaven with all 
the feelings of a father^ and ordered his 
fon to be carried back to his apartment 
in the fortrefs^ where, in a few days, 
his, wounds were proved not to be 
mortal. 

Nekayah was in the mean time great- 
ly embarraffed with her own refleftions : 
fhe was fenfible that as foon as Dinarbas 
was recovered he would renew his vifits 

to 
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to htr:- the ftippofed obEgatlon t)f her 
reftonfig 'hiih tfo^'fife^'wotild be a ftrong 
claim upon His 'gfairitude, and he could 
therefore no longer avoid her cortipany 
even if he 'wi'fHed it: hii diftant refpeft 
muft change into tender ackirowledg- 
ments, and fhe could nbt truft her heart 
with receiving them. She now wanted 
counfcl, and knew* nbt where to feek it : 
Raflelas, in whom fhe had the high^ft' 
confidence, was abfent: Pekuah was too 

i 

fubmiflively attached to her ^rniftrefsi tQ 
have any other opinion than . hers : Im- 
lac Ihe fulpefted of the fame complai- 
fance, and the aftronomer Was too-- un- 
knowing in the ways of the world to af- 
ford her any affiftance. ■ Amalphis and 
Zilia were the laft perfons to whom fhe 
could ' have applied^ even if they had 
been acquainted with her fituation, which 
ihe did not choofe to dlfdofe to therii. 

In 
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Li this pciplexrty of doubt^ her mind 
often refted .on the idea of* Diharbas^ 
** Did not my fcntiments too nearly re- 
gard himfelf," thought Nckayah, "how 
excellent a friend might I have found in 
him ! one in whom my confidence would 
have been fecurely placed, and whofe 
judgment and fincerity would have di- 
rected me in the paths of honour and 
of prudence!" 

Such were the anxieties of Nekayah, 
krtd ' fhe foon had reafon to perceive they 
were not groundlefi. 

• - 

Dinarbas recovered his health, and 
his firft care was to vifit her. Zilia had 
informed hin) . of _the grief which the 
princefs had felt for his lofs, and the re- 
fpedt fhe had paid to his memory* His 
fadier had related to him the.circum- 
ftanqes of ' his being reftored to life by 

Nekayah, 
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Nekayah, and the joy that had appeared 
in her countenance. She had indeed &re- 
feen that all this would happen; but (he 
could nothav^ folicited a concealaient 
cf her fentiments without giving a iuf* 
picion of their nature. 

When fhe perceived Dinarbas enter the 
apartnnent, fhe endeavoured to hide her 
agitation, and turned the difcourfe on 
the univerfal joy of the garrifon at his 
recovery, and particularly on the feel- 
ings of his fether and Zilia : ihe fniilingly 
mentioned the praifes which had been be« 
flowed on him at his funeral, and congra- 
tulated the young warrior on the rare ad- 
vantage of being informed of them : fhe 
then changed the fubjefl:, talked of her bro- 
ther, and of the fruitlefs enquiries made by 
Amalphis after the Egyptian army. But 
Dinarbas was not fatisfied with the appa-. 

rent 
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rent eafe ^ith which^ fhe {poke, of cir*-' 
cumftahccs that, bfy the account of Zifia, 
had fo deeply ^fFedleii her* 



.«. 



^N^kayah," faid he, ^^ da not expeft 
me to thank you for 4?eftoring me to 
life } my death would have been, happy : 
I had done my duty, and my father and 
fellow fdldiers approved my adtions : my 
fifter had fliown her regard for my me- 
mory} and I am told, that even Nc- 
kayah ihed fome tears over me — Had I 
been fenfible of fo utiexpefted and fo 
bleft an event, I could have delired no 
more. I am now reftored to life and to 
your indifference ; yet, Nekayah, you 
are- miftaken in Dinarbas, if you fuppofc, 
hhrli Capable of paffing the bounds of 
that refpeft which he owes you : his 
conduft might have alTured you of hit 
efforts to fubdue a paffion, of which he 

is 
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IS no longer mafl^r, and for which you 
ought rather to pity than to blame him/* 

• 
■ ■** Dinarbas !'* anfwercd the princefs> 
^ I will be finoere with you ; I own my 
&ult in not having fooner been fo : hear 
me, and learn the reafons of my condud 5 
but firft let me intrcat your promlfe 
never, till you fee my brother, to dif- 
clofe. the fecret with which I am going to 
cfltruft you," 

Dinarbas promifed all (he defired, and 
Nekayah continued^ " I am dau^cer to 
the emperor of Abiffinia, and Raffeias is 
his fourth fon : curiofity after new fcenes, 
and difguil of inadlion, firft induced us 
t<3( leave the valley y you know the reft ; 
— judge whether I ought to hear you j 
judgiej, when 1 ftirrher confefs, that I hear 
you with pleafure." ; 

F - Dinarbas 
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Dkarhas was lefs furpiifed at the dif- 
coyeiy of the rank of Nekajrafa* tiban de« 
lighted with her avowal of an attach- 
ment, which he could Icarcely have 
1^3|)Qd fori he was about to diank her 
with< all the rapturita of happy loiire, whea 
^ prmce& flopped him. 

<^ Diiwbas*" faid ihc, " the difccweiy 
1 have fioade to you is not to authorife^ 
your weaknefs or mine: the confidence- 
I have placed in you, proves my opinion 
of yjoiix prudence, . and my coavidbioa of 
your ho^oun« Pleafed with die charms x>f 
your focicty, fccure ia your refpcflr, aid; 
confcbuft of my own principles^ i ihould. 
perhaps have tJenoamed a long time ia 
the 4elight^ illiifietn^ widiout thinking 
of the uneafineis I was prepariiig for 
xinyfdfand for you : but, I had no right 
to leave you in error, and your condu& 

has 
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has . defervcd that I fhould explain my- 
felf : after this explanation, I fly to you 
for counfel and fupport :• affift me in 
clearing the mift which obfcures our 
reafon. It is true I confidcr as a preju- 
dice the difference of our birth ; but it is 
a prejudice eftablilhed by the univcrfal 
cuftom of ages, and consequently ought 
to be relpefted by all who reg^^fd their 
fame: virtue is wholly in our own 
' power, but* fame depends on the breath 
of the multitude, and the multitude ii 
governed by prejudice*** 



Ft biiAP^ 
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CHAP. XV. 

DINARBAS JUSTIFIES THE CONFIDENCE 

OF THE PRINCESS. 

•TXiNARBAS, aftoniflied and diftrcfled 
ar the difcourfe of Nekayah, re- 
mained for feme time filent ; at length 

• recovering himfelf, " Princefs/* faid he, 
** I will not a(k your pardon for invo- 
luntary error : I thank you, for the confi- 
dence you have repofed in me : you will 
foon judge whether I deferve it : only re- 
member that though we may be mafters 
of our aftions, we cannot command our 
fentiments: mine will never alters but 
your finccrity has found the only 

* means oiT impofing on them an eternal 



iUencc.' y^cTz/^x 



. \.. 
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Having fo laid, be left abruptly the 
apartment. Nekayah ajrofe^ went to tlie 
window, and raifing her eyes to heaven, 
" All-feeing Power !" faid (he, " fupport 
me in this hour of trial, this hour in which 
Nekayah has refigned all the happinels 
of her life; I feel the whole weight of 
the facrifice j I find I was not deceived 
in Dinarbas." 

A Ihort time after, Amalphis entered : 
** Lady," faid he, ** my fun is refblved 
to feek his friend : the captivity of your 
brother will not permit him,\ to continue 
longer in a repofe which he thinks de- 
grading to his honour, and injurious to 
his friendlhip. I approve his intention, 
but not the defire of its immediate execu- 
tion: his wounds are recent, his health 
not yet re-eftabli{hed ; join your en- 
treaties to mine, and he will perhaps 

F 3 delay 
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delay for a few days his departure : my 
counfels, nay my commands have beea 
fruitlefs." Zilia, who at this inftant en- 
tered the apartment, made the fame re- 
queft to Nekayah with tears in her eyes. 
The princefs was more embarrafled than 
ever, yet could find no re^fon to refufe 
fo juft a prayer : Ibe fent for Dinarbas, 
and, before his father and Zilia, thank* 
ed him for his generous refolution i but 
tequefted that he would defer to put it in 
execution till his healdi &ould be per- 
fectly reftored. 

From this moment, fhe Itudioufly 
avoided all occafions of meeting Dinar- 
bas, except in company with Pekuah, 
Imlac, and the aftronomer, whofe live- 
ly and irAruftive converfation always 
ibund hew fubjefts, and prevented the 
fatal vacuity which Nekayah dreaded; 

vec 
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yet Gould not all her endeavours ftop the 
increafing ill : the conftraint, which both 
the princefs and Dinarbas impofed on 
Aemfelves, ferved only to augment their 
mutual efteem, Jlnd eonfeqtrently defeat- 
ed their intentions* 

Ilnhc> 'vjrkhouc penetrating the ca\iiV 
of an undalkefs Which he had long per- 
eeived i* the priiicefs, inFiagked the ac- 
tivit/ of toer ttmd ^aitted new febjedts i 
iiid fhfit ftf^]gu«d^M^hli al^s fe«^ the 
fitnt tW^igsy tfftd pWfoifrg Ae fame 
tojScs^ flie #a^ wefarjr of her fltuAion, 
*M of all that ferrroiinded htt-. He thet-e- 
f<*e endeavbured to find oxrt: lortie nto- 
velty that might fi5c hdr attention ^ and 
having been hinifelf greatly^lighted with 
dfc ^onvei-fatioft of thie prkft who had 
proftotinced the 'flmerfti oration of Di- 
Mrbas ; he entreated leave ^ tke pnn* 

F 4 ctfs 
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ceis to introduce him to her. Nekayab 
gladly accepted the propofal: his dif- 
courfe on that memorable day was 
deeply engraved on her mind, and flie 
had often wiflied for an opportunity of 
converfing with him, 

Elphenor was furpri-fed at the pro- 
pofal of Imlac. " Immerfcd as I have 
been for more than forty years,'* faid 
he, ** in the ftudics neceflary to my 
profeilion, what entertainment caa my 
converfation afford to youth and beau- 
ty, gaiety and wit ? Your lady will 
behold in me a man, wlio has given, 
up all connexions in this world, except 
with thofe individuals whofe miferies 
lead them to apply to me for affift-^ 
ante. I have been long difufed to 
the fociety of the fortunate : however, 
I will neither refofc the folicitations of 

kindnefs,^ 
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kindnefs^ nor the requeft of curiofity: 
I will accompany you whenever you 
command me/*^ 



F 5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVL 

4 

ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES* OF 
THE SACERDOTAL STATION,. 

'T^HE princcfs^ Pekuah and the aftro- 
nomer> were waiting with impa- 
tience for the arrival of Imlac with the 
pricft: at tlieir entrance, the princefe 
rofe and rcfpefl:lully fainted Elphcnor: 
he returned her covtrteiy with a modeff^ 
but not fervile humility 5; and the con»- 
verfation foon became generalt it turn- 
ed on the happy event which had reftorcd 
Dinarbas to his friends; and the prin- 
cefs took occafion to beftow the warmeft 
praifes on the oration pronounced by 
Elphenor. " Lady," anfwered he,." what- 
ever impreffion my words may have 
made on the alJcmbly, you are not to 

attribute 
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attribute it to the powefs ef tfex^uence. 
I m]l BxSt,, by a falfe delicacy> deny that 
I have been fomctunes flattered with ex- 
ckmg the upplanfties of n^ au£tx)rs^ and 
^at I have paiTed days and nights m 
ittidying to xkfei-ve theiti ; but iiijr fete 
theme was of itfelf fuffident to intcreft 
thofe who heard me, and Ae hearts of aH 
the aflembly fe!t more than rii^ moft. 
ftudfed difcourfe could in%trcw If they 
apprdv(!d of my words, it was becaufe 
jhc^y perceived my feelings were conge- 
nial with their own: in courts and in 
great titles, the flowers of cloqoence 
may be employed, with fuccefeful feduc-. 
tion, to perfuade the multitude into an 
admifation cf the imaginary virtues and 
the negatory exploits of thofe whom wte 
are commanded to cekb^ace : the veil of 
dlgnky which conoeaJs them from the 
people, the ijftcertainty of opihions 

F d which 
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which difguifes them atnongil their equals^ 
&vour the deception^ and hide the faUity 
of the oratof. But in a place like thisj. 
where every one had been witnefe of the 
Ufcy and could almofl: dive into the heart 
of him '^om I undertook to propofe as 
a model for their imitation, ornament 
would have been vain, and deceit uie- 
Icfs; befidesy I have long fince given 
«p the honours of elocution j and all my 
prefeht aim is, as far as mortal frailty 
will admit, to pay due homage to truth, 
and to fcize every opportunity of con*- 
v^ng inftrudbion and confolation to 
thofe committed to my care J "^ 

" This is the noUeft of all aims,*^ re-- 
plied the prineefs, *' and the only one 
really worthy of the good and the en- 
lightened : your occupations, venerable 
Elphenor I are fo far-^ihove the common 

purfult& 
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pnrfuits of mankind, that we cannot but 
confider you m a ftate infinitely fuperior 
to the reft of the inhabitants of this 
globe. What other profeflioa confecratey 
itfelf wholly to the fervice of the Divi- 
nity, and to the comfort of our fellow 
creatures V^ 



cr 



My "profeflion/'^ anfwered the fage, ' 
is certainly deferring of reverence andf 
proteftion j but where is the ftate of life 
m which a man cannot meditate on the 
power and goodnefi of the Deitj' ? in. 
which he cannot aflSft and inftruft other 
human beings ? It is true, we are pecn- 
liarly fer apart for thefe duties ; but da 
we always perform them ?' If we do not> , 
bow fer more guilty are we than the reft 
of mortals, who have other employ- 
ments, other avocations to divert their 
attention ? ScnfiWe of the awful charge 

committed 
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committed to our carei how {KHgftaot- 
muft be our remorfe, if wc 4iave omit- 
ted the means of guidhig our dilci|)le9> 
if we have led them aftr^y by Mh^ 
maxims w bad Ofiampte-i — - I'* 

Here Elphenor made a fb*t paofey 
but foon added, with unufual warmth, 
I M ' . <'< And where is the inftroftor who 
has nodiing of this kind wkh whiich 
to reproach himfelf? Yet kt me ad^ 
whatever may be the faults, whatever 
the negligence o£ the members of o»r 
order, we aere often too fevercljr piuidihed 
by the ftriftures of the world: the 
Ihialleft error in our eondudt, the iinalU 
eft weakneis in our nature is hadhly^ 
condemned, or cruelly ridiculed by the 
mukitude, whofe eyes, ever open to the 
failings of their fellow creature$^ are 
particularly intent on ours. We often de- 

fcrve 
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ferve bkme> I confefs^ and mankind has 
the fame right to cenfiire us, as the other 
inhabitants c^ the globe ; but at leaft let 
tf*etr ceniure be equally diftributed, and 
let not a larger Ihare than we defervc 
feU on our heads. Let them confider> 
that however our thoughts are railed to 
heaven, our origin is the fame as theirs ; 
that we have the fame inclinations, the 
&me paflions as themfelves ; and whether 
the habits and reftraints of the clerical 
fife give us greater means of refilling 
them or not, is to me uncertain : either . 
therefore the whole world is unjuft, or 
our profelfion has no advantages fupc- 
nor to thofc of othermen***^ 

^ You have at leaft,'* faid Imlac, ** the 

advantage of being and having been in 

' tvcry age, and in every nation, the clafs 

of men to whom every one has applied for 

couolel^ 
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counfcl^ and whom the greater numtyr 
have obeyed without hefitation. You 
enjoy the moft flattering of all diftinc- 
tions, that of refpedt j and you exercife 
the moft powerful of all jurifdiftions, 
for your empire is exercifed over the 
fflciind: yoxxt influence has been equally 
felt in the great revolutions of kingdoms^ 
and in the management of domeftic con- 
cerns.' While you enjoy thefe diftinguiflv 
cd prerogatives, can you - wonder that 
envy (hould attack you, or that maa- 
kind, naturally ina^patient of fubjeftion, 
fliould take the fiirfl: opportunity of cmanr 
cipating itfelf from that refped:, to which 
k fubmits with pain, becaufe enjoined as 
a duty/' 

" Thefe very prerogatives," anfwer- 
cd Elphenor, **are the greateft: enemies 

X that 
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that we have to fear: dazzled with the 
ipecious titles lavilhed on us by the 
world, convinced of the real advantages 
to be reaped from power and influ- 
ence, pride has taken poffefTion of fo 
many individuals among us, that cen- 
fure has ofcea called it the diftinftive 
charadter of our order, and as fim- 
plicity and truth have only power to 
govern rational nainds^ many of us 
who have aimed at univerfal domi- 
nion, have thought it neceflary to em- 
ploy other means to catch the greater 
number. We have had recourfe to the 
affiftance of pomp and luxury to com- 
mand the relpedt of the vain> and 
have armed ourfelves with all the ter- 
rors of fuperftition to fubdue the ig- 
norant, the fearful,, - and the weak* 
Such have been the errors into which 

ambitioa 
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ambition has led us, errors mc^e hurtfld 
CO mankind) thaii all the dcrftruAioit 
which has fbilowed the fword of the 
General, or the projefts of the Statef- 
man." 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. XVII. 

DANGER OF FANATICISM. 

I^EKAYAH, delighted with the caiv 
dour of Elphenor, told him that 
fhe was afiured he had no reafcn to re- 
proach himfeif With the ills mankind had 
fufi^red by men of his orders and ^at 
Ihe doubted not buc vMnj others^ tliough 
they might not have atuined to the 
height of benefioenoe and exempiftty 
conduft which diftinguilhed him, yet 
had, to the beft of their knowledge, ful- 
filled the duty of their ft^tion. 

" Indeed, Lady," anfwered the fage, 
" I have known many to whom I have 
looked up with reverence, many who 
have fubdued their paffions with hcroifm, 

and 
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and who have devoted themfelves entire- 
ly to their funftions j I have feen amonglt 
my brethren Ibme examples of uncom- 
mon fortitude^ ibme who in times of 
that moft dreadful fcourge of human na- 
ture, general peftilence, have fteadfaftly 
remained with^their difciples to encou- 
rage and confole them, when univerfal 
terror had broken even the ties of blood, 
and when the fear of death alone reigned 
with delpotic fway. I have known others 
who, firm in the caufe of religion, have 
lacrificed their life to their belief: but 
htrc. much diflinflion is to be made: 
obftinately attached to bis opmion> a 
man often miftakes hypothefis for truth : 
4^1^ will often go as far in its defence. 
Evfery religion has had its martyrs, 
whofe deaths frequently inlpirc us with 
lefe admiradon of their conftancy, than 

abhorrence 
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abhorrence of the cruelty of their intolc- 
rant perfccutors." 

** Sir," faid the aftronomer, ** your 
difcourfe convinces me not only of your 
firrccrity, but of your judgment : I am 
thereibre perfuaded you will forgive me, 
if I aik you whether your piety is not 
often (hocked, and your underlVanding 
dlfgufted, at finding yourfelf obliged by ' 
the laws of Abiflinia, not only to praftife, 
but to enjoin to others, fome ceremo- 
nies which you cannot approve. Are 
you not grieved to find, that many of 
the more enlightened part of your dif- 
ciples doubt of the moft cffential truths 
of our religion, on account . of the ac- 
ceflbry circumftances invented by man? 
and to fee that the lower clafs of thofe 
committed to your care, embrace equal- 
ly the pra6tices of exalted piety and of 

fenfelefs 
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ienfelefs fanaricifm, whik with affefting, 
though miftaken zeal, they foUow bjybdly 
every error into which cuftom compels 
you to lead tlicm ?" - ■ 

-«' That I have felt all the fentirattits 
you now defcribe," replied Elphenor,. 
** you will fcarcely believe, when you 
lee me purfuc the pra&ices which you 
fo juftly difapprove j yet nothing is ofiorc 
true. I venerate the unfollied purity of 
religion, and lament that it (hould be 
cncompafled with the veil of fuperfti- 
tion ; but fonae ceremonies arc neceflary, 
and they who have endeavoured to diveft 
it totally of fuch, have found that reve- 
rence has been laid afide, and refpeft 
fi^rgoi^ca, while fanaticidn has taken 
the &me faoki of the ignorant^ though 
it has afiumod a di&rent form« Er* 
ror is natural to man : the wayvard 

mind 
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mind will ever fiibftitute fupcrftition for 
devotion^ and fophiftry for pbilofophy. 
Where ciin yiou fee this more exemplified 
than in the fcioice which you have made 
yxMor particular ftudy ? During how many 
ages has not the ftrangdi: of all errors, 
judid^ aftrology^ prevailed over the 
fenfes of man, while the demonftrationSf 
of aftronomicat truth have been neglect- 
ed ? With *reipe£t to thofe, whom you 
caU the more enlightened, part of my 
hearers, who condemn the whole of rdi- 
gion becaufe feme acceffbry circumftan- 
ces ace ikiUy, they hav« likewiie their 
iocomprdnenfible tenets and their parci« 
odar ^naticiiiiis and it has been ju^ly 
s^mapked^ tkit noise is more credulous 
dian the unbdiever." 

"AlasT* rejoined Nekayab, **wha 
w^uld maily gi^ up the only coofohu 

tion 
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tion in the time of affliftion, the only 
refuge for grief, the only calmer of in- 
quietude ? Without the akling power of 
religion, we fhould be afeahdoned to de- 
fpair — what other means could we find 
to conquer thofe fentiments and fubduc 
thofc affiftions which give way only to 
the prevalence of devodon." 

<* It is certain," anfwered the fage, 
** religion ' is the univerfal and the only 
true confoler j yet I muft add, that from 
this maxim, true as . it is, often fprings a 
moft fatal error: the mind, weakened by 
affliftion, falls more eafily a vuftim to 
the baneful influence of fanaticifm; and 
when once it has begun to wander in 
the gloomy manfions of that dcftruiftive 
phantom, its energy is wholly loft, and 
it is conduced by its haughty fuler amid 
the mazes of deception, till it lofes not 

only 
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only the hope, but even the defirc of re- 
turning happinefs/' 

^^ My fituation has often afibrded mc 
examples of this truth ; and I have been 
fo much convinced of the danger, that, 
whenever the afflifted apply to me, after 
I have exhorted them to hope in the be- 
neficence of that Being, who can raife the 
humble from the duft, calm every dif- 
cordant paflion, and reftore peace and 
tranquillity to the bofom lacerated by 
difappointed ambition or hopelefs love, 
I always counfel them to avoid medita- 
tion, to fly from folitude, as the moft 
pernicious of etils, and fcek in employ- 
nicnt a refuge from morbid care." 

•• The ]greateft of all mental affliSions, 
the confcioufnefs of guilt, may be leflened 
by deprecating the wrath of offended 
Heaven, and by the excrcife of aftive 

O virtue; 
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virtue; but to fubftitute indolent tana- 
ticifm far criminal purfuits^ is' only ex- 
rhan^fe %e ipSBoa for anodier> and 
lofiii^ thofe piiecious monMnts wluch a 
tnerciftd Ddty has igmnted fiir cxplatorf 
ffptiitance* 



CM A r« 



COI4TIMUATI0N OF ILA888LAS* ts} 



C H A P. 



THatBLES IK ABISSTNIH. 

I^JE^AYAM wais ftnick m^ liic ad- 
vice of Elplienor, and Mt the nt- 
ceflitjr of exercififlg the virtues he recom- 

mended. 



The time now appmacfhed ^ich had 
been fixed for die departure of Dinarbas, 
^rid ev^ry tnodve engaged him to haften 
it : he fekded only a €tvr horfemen to 
accompany him, that he m%ht not leave 
the fortrefs unprovided in cafe of a &- 
cond attack, and, tx> the r^ret of the 
whole garrifbn, fet forward on an cxpcm 
^tion of which the iuccefs w» uncer- 
tain. 

G a The 
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The firft days of his abfence were fpent 
by the princefs in refledlions on her con- 
du6t; and thefe refleftions being na- 
turally confolatory, fhe applauded her 
firmnefs, and hoped that returning tran- 
quillity would Ibon be the reward of the 

. facrifice which flie had nnade : but after 
foiTic time pafled in thefe thoughts, 
which were only interrupted by the 
ufual occurrences of fociety, fhe felt 
every hour incrcafing wearin'efs. Un- 

, willing to fuppofe her viftory incom- 
plete, fhe attributed her anxiety and 
reftleffiiefs to the uncertainty of her fate, 
to the fituation of her brother, to a 
thoufand caufes, none of which had oc- 
curred to her a few days before. One 
xnorning, as fhe was immerfed in thefe 
contemplations, Pekuah entered, and in- 

. formed her that the mefTenger, dilpatch- 
^d to the court of Abifllnia, was returned, 

and 
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and defired admittance. The princels 
was alarmed at this intelligence : for 
how, could fhe quit the fortrefs and re- 
turn to the happy valley, without her 
brother ? 

The meflenger, after he had proftrated 
himfelf before Nekayah, delivered to her 
letters direfted to the ptince, which fhe 
received and placed licfide her on the 
fofa : he then, by her command, related, 
that being arrived at Gonthar, the capital 
of Abiffinia, he had found an univerfal 
confufion Tpread over the city. " The 
fecond and third fons," faid he, " of your 
g}oriou^ father, Sarza and Menas, have 
rebelled ^ainft him, and the venerable 
monarch is almoft a prifbner in his 
court : thcfe pririfc^s, widi whole ambi- 
tious charaders you i|re x\M unacquainted, 
found means to efc4pe from' the happy 

G ^ valley 
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valley by the fame pafiage which prince 
Raflelas had made : they have raifed a 
confiderable army, and are already ma- 
ilers of the fertile province of Amhara. 
The emperor^ on hearing of their 
revolt, took arms with celerity and 
marched agsunft them, having firft obli- 
ged bis eldeft fim Zengis to accompany 
him and bead the cavalry s but this un* 
fortunate prince being lately killed in 
a ikirmifli with fome of the infur- 
gents, grief and defpair have taken 
poffefiion of the heart of the eni-- 
peror, who has retur«ed Co hw QiL0ital 
fiirrounded by Jbis beft troops, leaidog 
the reft uivler the coaimand of bi» ge^ 
aerak m the fie)d/' 

•« When he rewved the letucrpf privet 
R^flSelas, he bwrft into tews* aad feid-^ 
«< X. pardon: him for. leaving die h^pf 

valley. 
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y^lley> though, had he not divefted him- 
felf of his obedience to his fovereigft and 
father, Sarzaand Menas would never have 
dared to attempt an efcape fupcriqr to their 
courage and to their penetration. Go to 
Railela$y connmand him to come to me 
immediately and expiate his fault by the 
defence of his father : let Nekayah re- 
main where flie now is \ but recommend 
to them both a total filence on their 
rank, as ncceffary in the prefent cir- 
cumftances, left Raflelas fhould be in- 
tercepted by his rebellious brothers. My 
further inftrudtions to him> and the or- 
der for the governor of the fortrefs to 
fct him at liberty, fhall be delivered to 
thee before thy departure/' ** Thefe are 
the papers, lady I and the commands 
of our fovereign: I am not furprifed at 
the aftoniihment which I perceive ia 
your looks : the rebellion of the princes 

G 4 ha» 
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has been fudden, and is conduced with 
foch art as to prevent all communica- 
tion between the capital and the fron- 
tiers: I had the utmoft difficulty to 
cfcape their guards j but I will not trou- 
ble you with a recital of the various dif- 
guifes I have employed to elude their 
rigilance/' 



CHAP. 
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c H A ^. XIX, 

THE SJU4£ SUBJECT CONTINUED^ 

npHE princeis felt deeply the affliftioa^ 
of her father, and the misfortunes 
of the Hate: ihe refleAed fcrioufly on 
the ihare ihe had in caufing thenn> and 
lamented her tocal inability of being ufe- 
ful to the emperor: ihe found herfclf 
deftitute of. all aflSflance : RafTelas lyas 
abient, and in a (ituation that made it 
impoffible to eftimate the time of his 
return: Dinarbas was> in compliance 
with her wifhes, departed in fearch of 
him J and ihe was deprived of the pre- 
sent aid. of that young warrior, without 
knowii^ whether: he might fucceed in 
finding the prince ; ihe was . equally per;- 
plexe4 to kno\y what diredions ought 

G 5 to 
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to be ^ven to Amalphis in the prefent 
emergency. Pekuah conjured her to 
open the packet additfled Jto Raflelas; 
but fhe firmly refufed, ** My dear Pe- 
kuah," faid die princeis^ ^ an »£lioni which 
in itfelf is blameable can never be jufti- 
fod by the lawflilnefs of die <nK)tive: to 
€pen a fetter addrefied to ancxiher, is a 
bKach of coniideiice, which political Tea- 
fens may wAanzt^ but which ihonour 
and delicacy miift eti;er irejeS:. i ikmom 
not wliat otdets the emperor may ihave 
l^n to Raflfehs : I *kiiow his totf^ 
inands to me^ and willobey th^n;" 

Tbeprinceis than otdencd^die meffsii- 
iger to repair to Anxd[d»s, wd iinfiMm 
-him df the rebellion, and of every Aingihit 
lie^was permitted to ttU ; of her ihttnlioA 
ifif remaining* widi Zllia^ to ^'be :iD Meij 
*fi0m'ihe'borrors df ^war/mdiof the com- 
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mm^^ WppoCe^ :pn. Rf fleJas by Ws ^ove- 
i5Si§5>,.t,o.g3r.e>,fi^ affiftancc. 

jp^i:iQns tljic; &tpe i,ntelljg^nce of the flame 
which had made foch jsgid progrds u> 
Abifllnia. Precautions may be obfenrec^ 
^^ T?fl?^"^^^ ^r f.ft<>rt time bjr a,p. 
JI^'^B* Sf^y 5 !^^ t^at. will aot remad» 
*, f?rj;et. ^w^ch many ^ ^^njoin^d^t^ 

ll9^j5^of. ^ ,^nn^:s ..troops, had ^cut „^ 

^m^ w^i^,he^«:^ina^.^^uld, i^t 
«Pal^e, a fu^^i^ ^enc^^a^ ^ «!. 

G 6 attack 
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attack It ; and jhe Egyptians might inveft 
it during his abfence^ if he attempted to 
maich to the afliftance of the emperor. 
Duty and prudence both determined him 
not to abandon his poft^ but to wait the 
event with patience. 

Every day, however, incrcafed the 
anxiety of Amalphis, and redoubled the 
agitation of Nekayah. New reports of 
the fiiccels of the princes, and of the 
want of conduft of the royal army, fuc- 
ceeded each other; but in the midft of 
^eir inquietudes^ ' they had the fatisfac- 
tion- of receiving an embaiBy fcnt by th^ 
.new. BaiTa of Cairo, to make excufes to 
'the goycrnor for the hoftilities commit- 
ted by the Egyptians under the influence 
of his predeceflcif. The oukan had no 

Iborer been informed of this unautho- 
' "' . ' . ' . ' 

jrizcd waTj than he punilhed the ambi- 

> * -• » . 

uous 
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tious BafTa, and appointed ai}other» 
who was. diredted to nnake reparadon 
for the injuries, to rcftorc the pri- 
fon^rs^ and cbtftife . the. delbqyents. 
The envoy informed Amalphis, that a 
large body of Turkifh horfe had been 
fent to enforce the orders of the fultan 
againft the Egyptians and Arabs, who 
had fo rafhly enlifted themlelves under 
the ftandard of the late Bafla. Amalphis 
informed him what prifoners had beeni 
made iri his diftrift, and particularly 
mentioned RafTelas as having been taken 
inthcfally. 

The envoy promifed that the moft di- 
ligent enquiries (hould be made; and 
Amalphis, Nekayah, and Zilia conceiv- 
ed the warmeft hopes of the approaching 
liberty of Raifelas» 

ft 

C H A P« 
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CHAP. XX. 

l^A.S$^LAS had ^e^ now fcvcf^ 

mo^s in .<;oii6nement> ^, ^oni 

^jpfnpgrjiq^ ip Ws.rryod 5he Tfuii^ -S®*^- 

^^od ijknfclf Juito a ^^e $)f tr^qijyUgr 

ferved him had again relapfed^fj^ i^ 
obftinate filence which they had been en- 

teljg* ^r<?eiij?^ ?,!;» wj^afiflj?^?, ^ ^ey,(^ 
^^ .K^tKqt ip .^*r joo^cs, j^;jyi4ch.j^,ij» 

0»e 
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One day he was futpri£ed to fii\d tt^ac 
at die yfioiU J^qv^r oL r^paft iio j:\Quri(hr 
»pnt was .brc»^ghi: hiip^, ^ Sejt great 
me^fin^fs -5i|?hen' rn^ght drej?^ flcajr and no 
PWC Fippc^red : >hc 4iftc»ioiJj byt coi^d not 
\ififi^ ^ti^ ^a^i^c^od^fiw t}ie yoiccs 

^{ the flave^s; no light .was refleded op 
t|^ ^roimd ffom the narrow windoyr of 
ph^ ^amber^ i^rhich ^ra^ up^r his pw(i i^ 
faie^ .c^lkid ,W ^h^, bift rjec^ived no ^-^ 
£ifer: .at ifi^gi^i lit thoi^g^t he heard the 
ws6& roi fyo^f^s : r}ke rep^ate^ his .aUl» 
fi^n tjhe Ikye, iwhpfe congpaniqn h^d iSQt 
f90H:iW(i d»t ^ayo^i^'rt^e pfv\al proYifi- 
|IR$ fr^»n tl^e ya^lejr, and whp was ^ne 
fl«t JO /e^jk him, ggftin efH^^.thc toyrei^ 
but.b^g ^oup w^Hld ijot cnt^r the 
chamber -of Raflelas> left his. prifoner 
ii^JVM^ siW«Eip( rtie recovqcy oflMs Ul?er- 
1^. The,|»Aw:e j^affeidthe night -wH^tOHt 

flave 
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flave departing from the tower : in vain 
did he call to him, the flave only haften- 
cd his pace towards the valley. Rafl^las 
compofed himfelf with the idea that he 
was probably gone to feek provlfions, 
and that the negligence of the other flave, 
it^ not returning the day before, had been 
the caufe of his remaining that day with- 
out food i' but this day, like the former, 
being fpent in vain expeftation, the folici- 
tude of the prince was ntfw changed into 
apprehenfion of the moft horrid of deaths. 
All was fil^nt and defolate around him ; 
dirkhefs came on without the confoling 
profpeft of. reft, and the laft dreadful 
hour of fate fccmed to draw near withoiit 
the hopes of relief or the balm of pity. 

Raffclas had faced death with intrepi- 
dity in the rage' of battle, but its prefent 
fiient and' ccJd approaches were far diffe- 
*• rent: 
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rent: a greater {hare of courage was here 
neceflary to fubdue, unaided by the voice 
of glory, the horrors of diflblution, and a 
more exalted refignation muft infpire him, 
to abandon every tie that can endear ex- 
iftcHce, without giving the laft counfcls, 
and without taking the laft farewell. 

Yet had the prince fortitude fufficient 
to refign himfelf to the will of Heaverf, 
and to awftit, without impauence^ the ^k>fc 
of this fccnc offolitary wo. 

Sleep, which flies from agitadon, may 
yet naturally follow refignadon. Raflelas 
had paiTed fome time in the calm of ob- 
livion, when an-^nufual noife awakened 
him, and he had fcarccly time to rife be- 
fore he faw his chamber door burft open, 
and feveral armed Turks enter his apart- 
ment : their chief informed him that they 
were fent for his deliverance, and had or- 
ders 
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ders to conduft him to ^e (ojctrel^ cojm- 
manded by Amalpl^s. 

He tdd him the refejitment of t|ip ful- 
tan> and the injunflions he had laid 00 his 
troops to make diligent fearch after the 
prifoners, and informed him they had dif- 
covered his retreat by intercepui^ the 
flave3 : th^ firftj he faid> would apt be* 
If^ his trufit but the fecondi more fear- 
/ul or more compaiTionatje, had gwded 
them to the path by vhi^b oloiie ^ 
tower was acceffible. 



-C:BiA^« 
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CHAP. xxr. 

THE PRINCE RETURNS TO THE FOR- 
TRESS. 

IDEAS long banUhed from the mind 
of RafTdas, or confidered by him 
merely as illufions^ now returned with 
new-acquired force : he (eemed to en- 
deavour to retrieve in a moment att the 
time he had loft in folitode i he crowded 
^^leCiicvi oil queftici^> but foon had hki 
at(«n^oii ^riiqUy eagroffid by the int^^ 
fftict Miich. the ^faiks gsw hindi of the 
r^bc^ionof his brgthen* 

Grief and remorfe took poflcflion of all 
Us fa^lties/ aod^ ^d^out 4tno^iiig the 
n^^hncr of the^feape of the prm^es^ «r 

thinking 
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thinking on the reproaches of his father, 
he already condemned himfelf for having, 
though from innocent motives, fet them 
the example of dilobedience : he was now 
more than ever convinced of the evils 
arifing from a capricious love of change, 
and of the neceflity that every man 
fliould be content with the ftation in 
which he is placed, *' To my own refl> 
Icfs difpofition>" faid: Raflelas to himfelC 
** I owe the humiliation of fruitlcis en- 
qulry> the diigrace and wearineis of im- 
prifbnment» the pangs of hopeleis love, 
and Ithe remorfe of not only having de- 
firoycd.thd poace of my ^thef add of my 
country, but of having driven my. hro* 
thers into the moft odious crimes/' 

' The piince, in a)nfequencc of theft 
refl^Aions, entreated the Turks to haften 

4 • 

their 
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dieir tnarchj till with aftonifliing rapiditjr 
they arrived at the fortrels commanded 
by Amalphis.: here RaiTelas heard a dif- 
tinft accQUDt of the rebellion of his bro- 
thers, and received the letter of the em- 
peror from thQ princefsj who anxioufly 
enquired of Raffelas whether^ he owed 
his liberty to Dinarbas, relating to him 
the exertions of friendfhlp in that young 
warrior. The prince felt all the warmth 
of gratitude and affedion, and bitterly 
regretted the' abfence of his generous 
iriend: he then haftily read over the 
letters that explained to him the prefent 
ftate of his ibvereign, who, after having 
tenderly reproached him for abandoning 
the happy valley, coloured him to come 
^ to his afliftance, take the command of the 
army, and alTurne the regal power. " I 
am too old," fays the ejoaperor, ^^ to di- 



ttet iSfk thunddboks of w&r» or to hold 
^^hitkihee of }ofiice: ctitdtmitco&vt 
Hit ilnp'^iM ^iid&ii il0m the h(Md of tkjr 
^dler : clcm^tki- and i^anifli :di)r rebenkHis 
-brothers^ whom ibfiiid lafib9f4oii might t«(ad 
mc 00 fpfeire : Jet NekajraSi nsmttln Widi 
'^e brave Aim)phis> whofe viitues 4xA 
-fervices have been long known to me, 
mid Whom long fince I ihouM have pro- 
moted to higher employments, had 1 not 
c6hfidered his ulfcfolnels on the frontiers : 
his fidelity is approved, yet make him not 
twiqiiainted with thy raidi, or that of thy 
filler : I do tiot think he Wbtrld bttr^ 
you to Sarza j but it would not be pru- 
dent to give him fo gteat a claim to te- 
warii, as the known prbtedion of a fon 
and datighter of the emperor of Abif- 
^fima/' 

. 4 • • 
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' This letter made a Angular impreflion 

on 
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f 

tn KalTelas : he yeirerated his father^ and 
wias aveile to commit a iecoiid time the 
&ult of difobedi^nce : yet his hum^tiit/ 
was fhckrked at the idea 6f depriving his 
Brothers of their right of fucceflion ; and 
Ife fecdikd with horror from the thdughts 
of their piinffiiment. His gcneroifity Was 
equally dilgufted at the diffidence ' and 
untbankAilnefs fliewn by the emperor to- 
wards % man, whofe fidelity he confefled, 
ahdwhofe braVcry he adniired. The prince 
then penifed the imperial mandate, which 
he was to deliver to Afnalphis, whieitin 
the governor was informed that Raflelas 
^'d I'Jekayah were the children of one 
of the emperor's favounte emirs i diat 
Raflelas was to have permiffion to fepair 
immediately to court, and that Neka/^h 
was to reniain uilder the jprt>te£tion of the 
governor, 

4 The 
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. The prince, having debated an inftant 
in bis own mind, now thought himfclf at 
liberty to confult his inclinations : all his 
filial deference for a father could not in- 
duce him to imitate his ingratitude i he 
fought the good old warrior, delivered to 
him the emperor's mandate, and Ipoke 
thus. 

*' I muft depart, Amalphis, and have 
not words to exprefs my fenfe of the im- 
portant fcrvices which you have done me : 
to you I owe, not only proteftion and fop- 
port, but inftrudion and kindnefs : with- 
out you I Ihould have nothing at prefent 
to offer to the emperor but rafh and un- 
Ikilful valour, or at bed but idle theory 
without pradice. You have taught rr^ 
the only true philofophy, refignation and 
patiencc^Jl leave yqu^everwhelmed with, 

obligations, 
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obl^tioi*^ye€ I hiuft entreat yc^ to add 
one more, and that the greateft which 
rou have in your power to confer: 
promife to make, me happy in the poffef- 
fion of Zilia J kt me be aflured by your 
unerring faith, that you will confent 
fht Ihall be my wife, when the troubles 
of Abiffinia are appeafed, and I fhall de- 
part contented," 

Amalphis read the emperor's mandate, 
TefpeafbUy kifled the Hgnature, and faid, 
^' My fovereign's orders Ihall be obeyed— 
"f ^^' J'^"'- '•e<l"eft. Sir, I thank you for 
the honour you are difpofed to confer on 
my family j but, contrary to the cuftom of 
our country, I difclaim all right over die 

^ho.ceofZilia:iffheconfen^Ifhallbe 

happy to beftow her on a man, whofe 

conduft and principles I have ever 

• . . ^ efteeincd. 
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efteemed, and whofe kindnefs I am am- 
bitious to prefcrvc : permit me to confult 
her inclinations ; Zilia is fincere, and will 
foon determine my anfwer." 
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CHAP. XXII. 

THE POWER OF ARTIflCE. 

^ ILIA was neither unacquainted with 
the fentiments of Raffelas, nor in- 
fenfible to them: fhe had indeed en- 
deavoured to fupprefs her fenfibility, be- 
caufe ihe could fee no reafon for the con- 
cealment of his rank froin her, and none 
to prevent his demanding her of Amal- 
phis, whom fhe informed of -all that had 
paft in her mind on this occafion, freely 
Submitting to him what anfwer ihpuld 
be given to Raffelas, 

Amalphis fmiled, and, introducing 
Raflelas, acceded to every hope of their 
mutual affedtion, with tears of paternal 
benedidion, 

H 2 ' Nekayah 
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Nekayah took her brother afide, and 
imparted to him all her converfations 
with Dinarbas4 he forbore to make re- 
marks on her ftory j for happinefs can- 
not eafil^ conCol6y and has no r4ght to 
upbraid difappointment. 

After a few moments given to kind- 
nefs and gratitude, Raflelas quitted the 
fortrefs, and, conduced by the meflen- 
ger, whofe precautions for avoiding a 
difcovery were again fuccefsful, arrived 
at Gonthar, the capital of the kingdom of 
/Lbiffinia. He found the city in a ge- 
neral confternation, though the forces of 
the princes were ftill at a -xu^nfiderable 
diftance. The empefor, furrounded by 
a few aged counfellors, who had never 

a 

diftinguifhed themfelVes in their youth, 
and whofe timidity and * indolence had 
increafed with their years, was divided 

between 
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Between fear and anger : the punifhment 
cf the rebel princes was alone the theme 
of debate, while every meafiirc v/as 
taken to guard againft their approach. 

In the mean time, defertions were 
frequent in the royal army, the chief3 of 
which were tyrannical without firmnefs, 
and profufe without liberality : their 
pomp and magnificence demanded con- 
tinual fupplies, and cxhaufted the pro- 
vince in which they were encamp'-d : 
tlicy did not chcofe to hazard either 
yicir reputation or their fafcty in a ge- 
neral engagement, and^ they were uHialiy 
defeated in the fkirmiHies with which 
they were perpetually harrkffed by the 
prinocs. Had thefe continued to eofldtidc - 
^en^lves with difcernment, and pro- 
fited- by the idvantJ^s dailf given 
tbecrv. they would have madS ife- m€^ 

Hj rapid 
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rapid progrefs ; but divifion had taken 
poffeflion of their camp, Safza was of 
a haughty and violent temper; fiiddeir 
in his refolves, and uncertain in their 
execution; prodigal even to madnefs, 
and openly avowing the moll reprehen- 
fible inclinations, which he fparcd no 
means to gratify ; impatiently defirous 
of attaining his end, yet neglecting in 
the arms of pleafure, the fteps neccffary 
for obtaining fuccefs. 

Menas, with no lefs ambition^ had 
a more regular plan and more appa-* 
rent modcfty : his vices were more cau- 
tioufly concealed from the eye of public 
ftrliSVure, and his love of pleafure was 
flattered by the hopes of a crown, which 
would put him in poffeflion of all he 
could defire : he afted apparently for 
bis brptb^r; and induftrioufly gave cue 

that 
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that he had no other w'lh than to 
place the diadem on the head of Sarza f 
yet he laboured to form a party, that 
might fupport him in his pretenfions, 
when his brother by his imprudence. Ihould 
have loft the afFe£lion& of the people ^ 
which he thought muft inevitably hap- 
pen, on his afcending the throne of 
Abiflinia. Though at prefent the minds 
of the multitude were much more fa- 
vourable to the fplendid Sarza than to 
the cautious Menas, as the exterior 
accgmpJilhraents of .the former were 
more, ftrikmg, his . temerity being de- 
nominated heroiffnjj' and his love of 
pleafure popularity, yet the fteps of 
Menas towards power, were more fure ; 
and as he had; been the inftigator 
of . the attempt, fo- he was . the fup- 
porter of it 5 . though ?11 the nation 

H 4 confidercd 
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confidered Sarza. as the only author of 
die epterprize. 

Such were the enemies whom Raf- 

# 

felas was commanded by his father to 
oppofe, and thefe enemies his own 
brothers ! 

As foon as he arrive^ at the camp, 
he was invcfted by the generals with 
the fupreme command : his firft care 
was to introduce difcipline and fi-uga- 
Bty^ among the troops : he fucceedcd 
in his attempt without lofing their at 
fcftion ; and fct them that example 
which virtue or fliame obliged them 
to follow. When he thought his ar- 
my ' Ibfficiently difciplined to face that 
of the enemy, he advanced towards 
the kingdom of Arhhara, and met the 
rebels on a large plain near the city of 

Bagemder i 
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Bagemdcfi where he ordered his troops 
to halt, and having, formed them into 
order of battle, fent a mcflenger: to 
demand a conference with his bro-- 
thefs,^ 



H 5 _ Qn^^?. 
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CHAP. XXIH. 

RASSELAS ENDEAVOURS TO PRODUCE 
A RECONCILIATION. 

'T^HE two princes advanced to meet 
Rafielas into the middle of the 
plain^ and) after a royal pavilion had 
been crefted, entreated him to enter; . 
but Raflelas declined the ofier> and in- 
lifted on their conference being held in 
the open air, and in light of the two 
armies. 

He began by an enquiry into the* 
caufe of their impious rebellion^ and re- 
ceived for anfwer, the ufual pretences for 
infurre£tion, complaints of the emperor, 
artfully veiled in refpeftful terms, open 
. X accufations 
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accufations of his favourites and mini- 
fters, zeal- for the public good^ : and 
dread of increafing evils. 

Raflelas replied, that they were fons 
and fubjefts of the ennperor, and that, 
whatever might be the faults of govern- 
ment, they were nor authorized, either 
by the nation, or by its chrcf^ to attempt 
a reformation: he entered deeply into 
confiderations of the relpeft due to the 
monarch and the father; of the bane- 
ful influence of the fpirit of mutiny j and 
of tht danger of foreign invafion, while 
the arms of Abiffinia wtre turned againft 
herfelf. He finiOied by conjuring die 
princes* to return to their duty, and by 
aceufing himfclf of havings- by his de- 
parture from- the- happy -valley, given ' 
them ^ th6 * fi?ft eJtailnple of difobedifence : 
he' p#fertiifed them unconditional par- 

* ^ H 6 don. 
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dop^ an4 a general aoipelty to thc-ir 
troops. 

Sarza was afFcded at the difcourfe of 
Kaflqlas, which was fomietiaj€s p^rfaetic 
ai)d foinetimes forcible, and fcemed wiU- 
ing to enjter ii>to ^ treaty of accomi»9dfir 
tion^, of wl^ch, he deferred diQ ex^cy^ 
tion. t^k thfi n^xt d^j^, by ^^^ j^ivice of 

Xhe: diSerent fenthneata of the bro- 
tl^^% had noj; efc^^d thq oMervata^n c£ 
RaOeJ^s.: h?; kn^vy tjvi qh^^4ter of e^h* 
ami feh; al^. i^ag wa^ tp b? ^ppre^iejKjed 
frQi» tiff: d<>iflgi»roiis infitieuce of Mepa$% 
Up. retij^d^ ioto hi^. tent>, HopWefr of r<e?^ 
coi^ciliatipn, t^ oipcftatifi» of ^hich» 

(elm. kmfi^ that S^yfj* v^s; wljt > , be? 

ti0n^ 
9 
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ttge KaoHwntary ray of virtue^ he became 
the viftim of the firft fedwer whofe irv* 
tereft it was lo prej^nt a diSbi^nt ODub* 
fel in a plaufible light : he wanted thar 
fifrraiefs widjko^ut wbif:h wtue is. trfcle£»^ 
aad uiHic^ftafiding xmrtif ari iUu&en^ 

IT faeljij reSe^ioms ^ftreflfed the priflce i 
wfefinevsec hi^ twne^ bis rf3tfHig^>ts. oiv the: 
continuatbxk. of the wan , be few nothii^ 
bull horroTi vih^thtn in conqneft or dg- 
(esA : &iiif times^ hi^wever he would think. 
tItsMihe h^df coiKscJyed' too^ h^ih an opi-* 
f^nt of tbr €liai^<5)iep o€ Misnas,, and 
fdmetoBfSiJift fldtCercA himfelf that' Sacm 
wKHJlsifham, &ffi(eien& eaei^ to withftand^ 



-M) be Duns firaasdi Uk fiis^ <9n|^>y w^imig^* 
wi^ia^i^nee^.j^1jle^mbBlli^ a ftran^* 
g^im announced whom he perceived^ 

through 
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through the difguife that covered him, to 
be his brother Menas : he. commandeit 
his attendants to withdraw, and then en- 
quired the occafion of his vifit. 

^ Thou mayeft fee, Raflelas/* fiiid' 
Menas, " the confidence I pla(:c in thf 
generofity: I come to treat with thee> 
and to free myfelf fronn every fufpicion 
that may have arifcn in thy breaft againlt 
me : thou knoweft the headftrong dif- 
pofition of Sarza: ambition and ill coun- 
fellors enflamed him with a dcfire of 
feizing the reins of government, and 
cnclofmg his father in the palace of the 
valley, there to finifh his days ih peaceful 
pleafurcs. After vainly endeavouring to 
difluade him from an enterprize, which, 
whatever might be its motive, muft al- 
vfays have Ac appeahaice of difdik- 
dience, I offisred to accompany hiftiiJ flat- ^ 

.. i . -^ . . >r. ^ . „ ■tcfing , 
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tering myfelf that I ihould be able to fct 
fomc bounds to the impetuofity of his 
temper, and fave both my father and 
the nation from the tempeft which me- 
naced them. Hitherto I have fo far fuc-, 
cceded, as to prevent unneceflary effu- 
fion of blood, and my brother has. now 
reduced his ambitious Ichemes to a re- 
drefs of grie\«n£es, and change of bad 
minifters, particularly fince you have 
joined your cflbrts to mine j for I have 
obferved, fince yefterday's conference, 
that he is more than ever diipofed to 
follow my advice, and fubmit himielf 
to bur offended father on the conditions 
I have mentioned. Your own. condu<3: 
proves that you were wearied and indig- 
nant at the confinement in the valley; 
we intend to exa^ from our. father a 
promiiie that no foa of Abif&nia fhall be 
again reduced to that ftate of reflraint 

and 
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and maeAion,* and to- entreat that he wittt 
b«ftow on tia employmciitv of whkh* 
we majr without vanity declare- outfeli^ts . 
ti> be more worthy than the idcbdctar and. 
perniciepus iTiiniftcrs by ^ffhomht is for^ 
rocnded. My defire is dfeat yotir will ]mtu 
m m riik feq4i«ft;^ you an k6< odious^idr' 
our father, and majr nvdt^ eafi^ prevail r 
if y^u perfift itv mfiifing^ aiv union lb tie^ 
Ctthry tOf our genendr ^Mllkre^ cveir 
ihouM eonqueft fifitle oif yoov armsy ysnr 
wiQ ll»ve net enly the renrbt&: of hsrviiig: 
disftroyed^ your t»rodiers> iKic wiQ estpdit* 
yourffilf » thef artful: fnares' and nsnliieious^ 
envy of a court : your mumjd^ will be 
fltort> and^ yoiir ruin ceFtaiOv ^ 



fC» 



Biother !'* replied the prince^" tm^ 
vft could with juftice fa^^ tha« blood has 
hv&n fpared««^have you S^i^ffMeo^ the; 

dtti^ 
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death of ZengU ? I am griev;ed to be copi- 
pelled to reproach you with it ; but IhouUi 
be far more grieved were my future life 
to be poifoned with a like reproach : yet 
mine would be the crime of neceflitys 
yours has been that of choice." 

" I hope, Menas, thou doft not even 
thyfelf fufpeft me of being capable, of 
accepting thy propofals; my father can 
have no worfc miniftcrs than rebels j and / 
were I to.pcrfuade him to receive you 
iato his councils, I (hould render myfelf 
an accomplice of your crime. If you 
will return to your duty, your fubmiffion 
mufl: be unconditional, and fo will be 
your pardon : I truft thefe confiderations 
may have their due. weight: to-morrow's 
conference, or to-morrow*s battle>. de- 
cides your dcftiny.'* 

Raflclas 
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Ra(&las faid no more^ but com- 
manded hfe guards to condudt the prince 
in fafety to his tcnts^ 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

VICTORY AND GRATITUDE TO THE 

, CONQiJEROR. 

'TP H E next morning, by break of day, 
the two armies appeared as before, 
drawn up in order of battle, and the con- 
ference was refumed* 

Menas, who had realbn, from the 
firmnefe he obfcrved in Rafielas, to ap- 
prehend that a general engagement would 
not be feVourable to the rebeb, had by 
this time changed his opinion; br at learf 
wiftied to amufe his brother with the 
profpect of a reconciliation -, but Sarza's 
impctuofity now took place of his re-; 
turning affection: he broke the confe- 
rence, gave the fignal of battle, arid 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely left Raflelas time to fet himlelT 
at the head of his army before he attack- 
cd him with impctuofity. 

The prince defended himfelf with in^ 
trepidity and fkill, and his troops better 
difciplined, though inferior in number to 
the enemy, feconded his wilhes : he had 
particularly commanded his fbldiers to* 
fpare the lives of the. princes. Sarza was 
taken prifoner^ but Mena» efcaped by 
flight I a part of the army furrendef ed^^ 
and the fcft wcve difpccftd* 

Rafielas returned to Gonthar, aod' 
kid the trophies of victory at his fiu 
thcr's feetr he with difficulty obtain- 
ed the pardon of Sarw^ whom tlae em- 
peror had relplvcd to facrifice. to his re- 
lentmen^ or rather to the c^uftfels of his> 
fmaifterSte At lei^th^ i^ eonfideration^ 

of 
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of the femcesi and fuppUcations of.Ralfe* 
}a$i he deereed tfa^ Sarza; fiiould return 
to:tfae' happ|i'v)alle^i .accoonpankd witho^ 
.ftrong guard, by which he was to be.con^ 
tinually furroundcd. 

The emperor then took die diadem 
£rom^ )m hfiad» and wouid have placed it 
on thac of Ralfthifi^ but die prince re- 
Iblutely refufed to accept it, aod declared 
his intention of retiring to the happy 
vaUcy, whence he ^oold never more de- 
part, esfioepc by the cxprefs comnoaod* of 
the emperor> and in the greateft exigen- 
cies of the ftatc 

The.empcrwat fidl combated his re- 
fohmcHS -wiith gtadtode and. tendcame^fi^ 
but fincfiog/Rai&las. fteadjrin hift deters ^ 
minatioiv and amendiDg inmiclf to the' 
reprefeatations. of his: favourites, wha 

were 
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were not forry for the prince's depar* 
turc, he at length confented to his re- 
treat, loading him with riches and ho^ 
nours, 

Raflfelas, before he departed, gave his 
father an account of Imlac and the Aftro- 
nomer, and defired that they might be 
permitted to accompany his fitter and her 
attendant to the happy valley. 

He recommended Amalphis to the 
emperor, who prc«nifcd to reward his 
fervices : he likewife informed him of his 
own engagement with 21ilia, requefting 
permiflion to conclude a marriage, which, 
though contrary to the cuttom of Abiili- 
nia, might be authorifed by the appro- 
bation of the emperor, and would add 
h^pinefs to his redrement. To this he 
obtained no other anfwer than vague pro- 

mifes 
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inifes of compliance, when the troubles 
of the ftate Ihould be perfectly appcafcd, 
which promifcs Jbis father never xneaat to 

fuia * 

Ky the iinadcouti table defire of ftcrecy 
^m matters of no avail, which forms all 

w 

the policy of weak governments, aflift- 
^d* ^ by thie ' invifibility ' of delpotic prin- 
ces 2lnd -their Tdmiliesi ' the perfon and 
hiftory df R aflelas were unknown,' though 
his actions could not be c ncealcd. It was 
generally underftood in Abiflinia, that one 
of the king's fons had headed the army 
and gained a decifive victory: that he 
was to return to the happy valley, whence 
they liippofed he had been taken for the 
conduct of the war j but no more was 
known, and no further enquiries were 
made. 

Raflelas however received fiom his 

troops 
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troops the moft fincere teftifnonies of 
affection and regret. The man who has 
Iharcd the dangers of his general in the 
field, is neither ignorant of his true cha- 
racter,-, nor wiJi be filcnt on a fubjeft fo 
iijterefting to his own honour. The foU 
diers idolized the valour, and refpected 
the prudence of, Rafielas, and even de- 
clared they could not fervc undpr another, 
cpnim^ndei*, after having followed dM| 
iorders of theii; beloved prince* 



' 



.; 



»' 



• I . / •» 
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CHAP. XXV. 

. . i • •• • 

HETBlOSPECT of a JblFE OF DISSlFATIONi 



Tp HE prince wiihed to make a vifif 

to the fortrefe before he devoted 

himfelf to lafting feclufion ; but the cm- 

' ' ' 
peror having exprcffed a defire that he 

would lofe ho time to . accompany his 

brother Saraa, who was eonfidered as a 

prilbner of ftate, he departed from Gon- 

thar, and .foon arrived at the happy 

valley. 

It is difficult to exprefs the fentiments 
V)f Raflfelas when the mafly gates, which 
feparate the valley from the reft of the 
univerfe> clofed behind hirri. Amalphis 
and his fon, Imlac, the aftronomer, and 
Nekayah, but above the reft Zilia, pre- 

I fented 
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lented thcmfeivcs forcibly to his mind: 
he found as much refolution was necef- 
fary in this fnoment, as when he thought 
hlm&lf condemned to perilh unknown in 
the Arabian tower. He ibught the palao?, 
and had the additional mortification of 
finding that neither his vi<5lory nor lus 
obedience i:eceivcd the pr^fe which they 
deierved; th^t hi^ return wi^ confidered 
as an aA of compulfion^ and ^t curi* 
ofity and fiiipicion alone brought fbf^iety 
aroundhiixi: 

But, fupported by the fentiment of 
confcious virtue, he looked on ah his 
fufFerings aa fi> many addicioDs to his 
triupnph: that effort which icppelj, to 
gn^at a£kions, or painful facrificesj^ coor 
tioues awhile to. fgpport the mind with a 
fort of etaflic £brce i but tipne c^miaiihes 
the coonnunicated vigour^^^ and. it falls 

4 again 
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^ff^iijfita i^jcftk» ud hogtmn Siiclf 
w«»ch0fl»ccofRaflSela8, wbo no longer 
found himfelf weary almic of the happy* 
valley, but weary of his exiftence. Ijpt^ 
diffeftenc ^ to i#ruftioni . and infenSblc to 
^qp^^ Jhft Vandcced ia fotfttide without 
^AJfin^ tiie faea]!ita& ofi natare, and re- 
oiraed ^ , the jiabce i«iifaout adnuxing the 
n^Q^kapf^rc ^ 

. I^ mebtQcholf was locrQded: by the 
deipw oS;Siuna. A gloonay korfor had 
tsd^ttiv^th^ f^Mft of aodbiooD in the hmt 
of 0^ miftaken) ptince t he &ond he ted 
bcttim^ by thofe Whom, be had nMft 
trufted^ fu)d regjardcd^RaHiblas in no odw 
UglK dviP as a eonqueron Shame 
and anger made him xgefi: the confobu 
tions of a brother, who now feeling no 
othec ieotwien^ {w hhn bntthofe of 
tende^Qcfs and' conap«ffixin,«eiideavpisr0d; 

la widr 
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widi unremitting fc^icmide^ to i5fteii the 
knprefTions of his grief, artd the Viokifcc 

of hislrefentmentft* .~v./ « 

< The efforts of Rafieks were foAg fhiit- 
kfs. ; He hadthe^ain of feeingthat iSar^*s 
imp^ence.of kis 'fate, brought on 'htm a 
^dual. decay. Ashishcahhieaftad, Rlif^ 
felas became fkill more alTiduods to conibicf 
him : he foon gave up his whole time to this 
emplojrihem^ aikl found in k a mournful 
£itisfa&ion that coni{)en&sed the rnorti- 
fications he endured WbiMev^r ho ^-^ 
ceiyed in S^za the leaA; fenfibility of hk 
attentions^ a heartfek pleafutie repaid 4iim 
ix his aoxietf , atid he began to thank 
Heaven for having {^aced him In a fkua- 
tion to ailift his brother. 



• J iy* > < 



i{^ 



His mind now eigoyed' mttre traii- 
iEity, whai he was one day furpiifcd 
th the joyful intelligence of the arrival 
• of 
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of Nekayah, wbo> as all danger of war 
feemcd to be paft, was, by the emperor's 
comvcx^pd, tal^en irom the fqrtrefs, and 
conducted to her forncier habitation. ' Im- 

» • • • 

lac accompanied her> .and ;the aftro- 
nomer obtained permifTion to follow 
them. 

After the firft tranfports of ifieFr meet- 
ihg had fubfided, Raffelas enqiiired anxi- 
ouifly Sfcer Zilia and her father. " I 
fear," laid he, " that the letters which 
r have lent to the fbrtrels muft have been- 
ifiterceptfcd at' Gonthar, as none of my, 
meflengers have ever' returned. What 
muft^havi 'been the iSeas oflZilia ; and 
'What nliift the good Amalphis now think 
of me?" ^ r 

/> *«^ >ja# myfelf," anfwercd the princefi^ 
*f rin jiiftg^eatseft unrafinefs. Our informa- 
tion; of the events of the war was confufed. 

; ' I 3 and. 
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and uftccruiii : wc were kept in the tino!^ 
p^kiM agitatiott by a variety of reports ; 
tod the melferiger, ifrfio brought ritt'^'eWt-- 
pcMr's orders fbr my returti tor Ac vatfey,' 
ii^i Ac firft-vrho acquainted \rs Mch the 
true ftate of affairs; at the feme timelie 
delivered to mc new injundions of fec^ccy 
in regard to our conditiop^ wd f, jjiad aot 
even the confolation of informing Amal- 
ph4S and Zilia^ of the p)ace; defiined &r 
ipy habitodon, npr of the fitua^cj|| o£m^^ 
brother: all I could icll ^tipa, iii^txiifweL 
to their frequent enquiries ^w^^, that I 
knew /you fplte *<^'>^0!|^«^^^^ 
prince, wlja h^ conxm^cicfl ^fii^Jj^ 
army, and that I would give Acm. the. 
•q)eedieft intelligence in my powers 



If 

t4 



^ ^" ' .J 



. Tfac firftidays (ofithc rci'U<iU>ii'^5tif* 
felas aiKl.Nekayah paffi«d inlSl^'ftMidal' 
narrations, and in various ^tritlefi endaa^^* 

voun 



/ 
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Vours to di^atch Ibme mdftnger widi 
letters to the fortrefs* Imhc returned td 
his ftudies, and the aftronomer was de- 
lighted with the (plcndor and novelty of 
the Idene. Pckuah' was -liberal in her 
^knnmuntcation to the itth^itants tef the 
vaHey, and was foon fbrrounded by -a nu- 
merous anditory. The prince and princefi 
found their concern leflfehcd bf recrprocal 
confidences they jbined thttfe^ffort^ (ok 
the aflMtaricB atid coniblation of Sarifeai 
whofe htdlth grew etcry daymore preca* 
riotrs: as Hi ttrcwgdi dfectrkled. His paP. 
i^oti^ f(ktciiei[l' he ftemcd^ tie longct W 
Wgret thetfl foceels oflife 'ttitcfi>rtzei-b«t 
tOTepen('(!wat he hifi atten^pcedJit* - Hk 
tonfelted'to Itjlffelas how ar!M?y^?iei-hid 
hbctPi6d aftriy%y the ihfin^iifons*f^'fie4r, 
and petceiving the rdfourccS wfoili RitA 
Mis'ind NtJkayah'ftJbrid^ift Ifeei^typirl 

' ' . I 4 not 
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not having followed the fame path> and 
^nderly ackiiowledged their kindnefs to 
him* . 

** Alas *' fatd he, one day, when they 
had drawn his £)& to the window of the 
apartment, where be was confined, " why 
have I been hitherto infenfible to the 
beauties of nature? Yon vaft orb of 
^ght, whifh tinges with the brighteft pur- 
ple the exhalations that accompany, its re* 
treat, is new to Sarza! If I have ever 
watched its difappearing, it has been only 
as a fig^al to the commencing banquet, 
ip the hopes of tumultuous pleafures; nor 
has its rifuig majefty imprefled on me 
Other ioiag^s than thpfe of difguft, as it 
wa^oed me to redre from the fcene of 
tioty and intoxication. How often have 
It repined at the^ppqarance of yon filvery 
faoon^ which attrafte the enrajptvyred eyes 

of 
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pf Nekayah as it advaoces to take poflel^ 
£on of the iky, and yield us a more gen- 
de ' Ught to. compenfate the fplendor wc^ 
baye k)ft: I feared its rays, left they 
&ould betray my difguife, and force me to 
return, guiltleis. 

« O Raffelas! O Nekayah! you have 
not always been happy,, but you know 
not the pangs of remorib,: you areunac-^ 
fjuainted with, the horrors of guilt: 1 
have not one confolatoiy refleftion to 
foftcn my laftr moments ; nothing.remains 
jpn my mind but confufed fcenes of difli- 
parion,iofjnt^mperance, of error, at beft 
of folly ! Among thoie whom iimilar pur^ 
luics and hafe adulation made my comr 
panions, not one: can Icall by the faired 
name of ^end,. not one whole breaft wiU 
feel. for me the tender ,pang of pity,, or 
whole bleedi^ heart fympathizes. with 

1 5^ mine. 



- '.- •.- 



mitie.r-Cliimericat ditaftis of erinuna) 
anfftUtion had taken poflfcflkm of my ieri^ 
tnM& moment^ aikl kwleis te%ieUii^-\«^9 
il& ihy gaiety^-^It is '<y^<!ri akid ktvf tatidy 
fepeiiUiice dnly.ccmfecrat^i tovi#tue) to 
reafon, and to afFedion^ the hours of "paili^ 
of difappointment^ and of fatiety. 

- '^ Th© bleeding form of the unSia^p]^ 
Zer^s is ever prefeirt to my itna^naiddn 1 
-^yet why fhouM I fay unhappy? He 
whofe talents I -depredated, and'who(% 
tnildnefe I- delpifed, is nOMP fuperiof* to 
me J for he Aed innoeent, and I am M^ 
murderer ! My father*^ ftem indifftrenci 
ftirtgs me to the foul-— even thoi&, l^afiHas^ 
whefe 'tender care- (both s my ailKd^iotti 
4ho» ekciteft in- me a lertt4ment>of gritf 
ihd remoi'fei- ^why <tid i nc* fiftcri to the* 
feonertr— Of Menial 1 cannot think with^ 
mt horroTf aod> conitemiirme not whSei 

. ' ipcak 



Tr»r 
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j|>eak it> tirftrtdf without deti9libcion.*^t 
cDde^v^ur tb ibrgrre hrmf bm faow to 
am I y^t fhom attaining that rcfi^titnf 
and* feretiitjr with which dio«i IMcA ft> 
in^im mer / < ^ ; f' v ^ 

vNekayah reirajiicd in tfUn^ ^urttgi^ 
difcourfe of Sarza, and Rli|IM^ OsK^yt -m 
calm his a^tated mind with hopes for the 
future^ and con(bladons for the pafL 

" Thou art not the firft, my brother/* 
faid iic, " whom violent palllon and 
fmooth feduftion have led into error j the 
fanne qualities^ which ndfe to the height 
of heroifm, may, when wrong direfted, 
lead us to the precipice of guilt ; but re- 
pentance is always in our power, nor arc 
the means wanting for thee to retrieve the 
virtue thou haft loft : rafh ambition, and , 
Immoderate love of plealure may make 
tts commk faults^ nay^ even crimes; but 

1 6 diflimuladon> 
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diflimtiladQii» perfidy, and cowardice are 
the only vices that render honour irre- 
trievable: I know thou haft not defcend- 
cd to any of tbefe; diey are contrary to 
thy nature; thy virtues are thy ow^ Ay 
errors proceed from others^ and more 
t^an 9&, from the dreadful Vitality tKat at- 
«^ds gfeamcfs^'^ . 
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CHAP. XXVL 



A NEW IN^HABITANT ENTERS THE 

VALLEY. 



\X7HILE the princes and Nckayah 

were thus employed a meffenger 

entered,, and informed them that Menas 

was returned to court, and reinftatcd in 

« * 

the emperor's favour:, by fe.cret corre- 
^ndence with his fadier's minifters, from 
the place, of his reii-eati. he had found 
meaos to cle^r himfelf from tibe im- 
putatbn of any lhai;e in the rebellion^ 
by throwing the , whole blanje oa Sar- 
2fi^ and now governed Al?iflbia in 
the name of the emperor. Infinuations 
had been given that the interviews be- 
tween Rafl<jlas and Sarzai were ff equcnt^ 
;and cbnfequcntly&ditiouai thceftiperor's 
' age 
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age and natural temper inclined him to 
fufpicionj and fome officers of the army, 
who were /Hends to Raflelas, had dis- 
patched this meflenger to conjure him to 
be on his guard. 

This intelligence, however kind, was 
iifekls i it was immecfiately followed by jbl 
mandate frum cdurt, which ordered Raf- 
felas * to; otie of the towers of tiie palace^ 
whence it Was not permitted him to have 
any conftniuriication with his brother.' 

N^kftyali divided htt time ^nMefn her 
tw6 bf(kh(irs3 t>ut Die had not loiig <)cca^ 
fion to Jh«W her ten^rticfe -to-Saiiii 
this laift ftroke hafl^hed liis 4Atd/ and Ke 
liKpired foon after in the arms of his fiftcr, 
*ef%rted ittd repcntint.' 



i *. 



mean time : the itipoefiful Mf ^ 

hands 



liahdi tlie* firte a^ldMficy in AbifTimam 
ifHfhi!S"fo h^^ek ^Mfirmed by the nanie 
and iidEKoiIrs <^>b^aky i hK mdeavoured 
tdpirfuadc hts father ta^retffe-to the^tep^ 
py^vUllefi knd'pafs the rertiadndcr <f(hk 
IMfe in cafe ted^ tf Aiqttillky i but the ^emvc 
pcr^ was urtwiHirig to inhibit a place^ 
that 6ffferfcd* him nothing Wt the -Image 
offleath^'-br of't^bfeBiorii aiid-^had eveft 
avoided making his annual vifit t bisfide^ 
he had been long accuftomed to royalty, 
and- feared dependence. - 3>ah^er had tn- 
^gedf^tet to oflFfer the • rcdgAation of hU 
flitowe l?o kaflcks j that mdtlvfe was tib 
more; ahd'his reftifel to Mtnas wi^ HOi^ 
cbmpahied With "fevere repfoacfr. 






■'' But ' the tmptrof oriy retamed die «»^ 
terior bf royjflty y d«- pdwer had palM 
^m fih feeble-haM-1i»d dfe gi^)'<ir 

• '•• and 
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dhd hisremonftrancefcvrerenegle^^i and 
findings with gmf, that the Qofy-means j^ 
retain the pooi? appearance of ibv^Qigntyj 
was to !coDfent unconcjitipnalljr.to {he de* 
fire of his fon^, he took the. rqad afttdt 
vallcx, furroupdcd by ey^ry a^w profeffi>r 
of the arts of liufury w:hpn> he could 
collect, ifbeking to forget thq power he 
Bad Iqft in ijbenes of magnificence and 

« 

pfeafuTps,. 

.f 

. M^nas, heijijg tliMs.^i^rived .fti the fumr 
Xjliit of his wiflie$> was^ yet difturbed with 
doubtifr and^alarrns: he k^re^ })is fathe^ 
sfou)4:, forget the prejudices with which 
he had inipired, him againft RaflCelas, and 
that duty as well as allegiance might in- 
duce the latter to makei a deiperate effort 
&> repine; him on the throne .\to,prevent 
jtberelc^ ai} c^jann^unicaQon. which could 
^Wftkea l9,.thc ^mpcror hi^.fi)x7ner aifeo^ 

tion: 
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don for RafTelas, . he inlinuated to him^ 
tkfit the vifits which the prince received 
from his filler ^ and friends, were danger- 
ous to the peace of Abiffinia, and that 
the only, effedtual means of preventing 
the ill confequences that were likely to 
enfue from their meetings, was to fecurt 
every individual of the party. 

The ennperor approved, or at leaft con- 
sented to this propofal. Imlac and the 

» ... , . 

aftronomer were condehined to feparatc 
confinements, and ^the princefs with dif- 
ficulty obtained permiflion to be attended 
by her favourite Pekuah in . the apart^ 
raents which were affigned her -as i^pri- 
Ion. 

. The artful Menas had no fooner ef- 
fefted his dcfigns, than he fought every 
means for rendering the retirement of H8 
father a magnificent and fcducing prifbn \ 

he 
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he fent frequent mefifengers with ftiperb 
pfefents, accompanied by the moft (kilAl 
artifts, and by all thofe who make it their 
ftudy to delight; his letters were filled 
ivith expreflions of fflial duty, complaints 
of the fatigue of government, and fufpi- 
cioris cautioufly introduced of fcditions 
excited by efniflaries of Raf&las; • 

Sumptuous banquecis, the charms of 
poetry and mufic, eaft and flattery, took 
iiich ftirong pofleflion of the aged em-^ 
peror, that at length he confider^d his rc^ 
treat as a, Ihelter from di^ ftorms of Iife» 
and gave the;* ftrifteft orders For gua^ing 
Ratelas and the pfincefs, left £hey fliould 

endeavour to difturb his repofe. 

■« ■ • 

., . J^Mch time pafjibd in this nr^anner : ^ the 
fnncp made maj)<|i: d^ing but . fruitlei^ 
attempts to recover his .liberty^ and to 
convince his father of the fatal error into 

which 
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TPiMch he bad fallefi : th^ priiib^s was not 
more fued(b(^fui' inr lier endeavouf s^ 



■ . * 



J » . ■ - . 



Imlac qrjade iife. of the Icffons of philo- 
fophy> ,whi^h Jic .h^d 4car^c4 iia xbc ex- 
perience of a. long, li^, ;gnd .coinforte4 
himfelf wth, r^.Seftlng. d}at , r^volutipns 
gre freq^ent Ia e^Jftpm mon^u-chi^s. He. 
was, h9w,c^er,.iioeai^ .^;th-relpQ^ . to. thft 
^fo^tiqpn^rj ii,efca^dthpt;^p4p piji^ 

IX beeivled ^f»JfiJ^9 ^enffore iouglv,.»od; 

foonpe.rcpivecjjth^t hi<5.feafs ha4,not bfi» 
grouiidlefs. Tteaftrpnoiper cwfefl^dtgi 

*f.'.'.>Ji.' .1.1) J -*-■«. o ' . ; : -T ^. *.. . ,.7 J. /i 

Imlac, thaiche had b^n feizQd.witlx a,h9P?n 
Ids melancho^j,. in yrhiQb hp , cpnfi4cr(4 
I^ jHnprifonn[v?nt> as„a . Bumfliihent jfoft 
having negleded, in* the charms^ of con- 

verfation^ 



♦.• ft 



y 
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vcrTation^ the great charge of the govern- 
ment of the ieafon ^ the reafon and elo- 
quence of Imlac foon convinced him of 
his 6rrol-, but could' Scarcely cohfole htm 
for the privation of general fociety, " I 
feel/* faid he, *^ that pleafure and amufe- 
ment are' natural' to the mind <if man : cu- 
riofity ' incites us to engage m the bufy 
fcenes of life; they who have not enjoyed 
diem in 7(:)\ith y ill feek them b age, with 
Aat avidity wfii(dh -naturally attends on; 
every wilh, whoft gratifictitlon has bWn 
long tklayed* Age has fewer refburccs^, 
ixA cohfequchtly (lands ^more in nc^d of 
Aie ' affiftance of '6thers : ftudy bfccoiti^* 
difficult, * and therefore irl^fome: hope is 
fefs eitenfive, and gives Icfs cdnfolationr 
tne m'onAents appear to us more precious 
is we fuppofe them to te fewer, and we, 
ftar to Threat for an infliktit, left' we IhouTd. 
be'to^llflaid'afide."'''^ -'" -^^ /•- - 

'"* • '* C H A ^c 
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CHAP. XXVIL 









' * » ^ < 



^VfEKAYAH, who had at prefent 
• - -rtiorc time for refleftioh than' fhe 
had ever before cxperiented,' pafled her 
days^n a lefe tincafy^ mannei^ than any qf 
riitt oSicr captives. ' She wasperfuadcd that 
Itt^ihefs was unattainable, and this per- 
iuafidn; Whjph * is perhaps dtltru<fHve td 
the fortunate, is often uieful' to the un- 
happy: the. attachment of Pekuah was a 
confolation, but flie depended more on 
hcrfelf Aan' on others, , Compelled to re- 
nounce what Ihe r^oft loved, no other 
' companion could be aii adequate corn- 
penfsftldn -, fhe was devoid of kope and of 
fear,'^nd having experienced' their viciffi- 
§ tucfesj 



tudes, fhe felt the advantages of tranquil- 
lity. 

One day Pekuah mfonntd her that ihe 
had perceived^ during many fucceflive 
eveningS9.8 yotuig manooftJMf ftature, and 
generous alpeft, though poorly clothed^ 
who .fix>a aftec fua fee toek/hia fo^'9gr 
pc£te to. her W4Qdo>es» and (itemed tp de- 
f)rQ to be nQt)Cfi4, but ^t^-S^t of th« 
lizards baijL 4lf^* prcs;?a^c^.;hef .frym 
gratifyiog hsx curio&y of. juioywipg,. bi% 
iQta)tiQns|^'at;&r^:^ wbi^e he 1)9^1m«b| 

fbfe^^. b/jf-. j^at,jbe had. fee|»n: biit)r,«»W 
tbc.pn^e{jjng;cT?nWr. .: :. '. 'i .-J 

NcTcayah ordere<i hgr to^obferyc,. ^uxd^ 

if he returned tb^t nighty make fim^ tQ 

him to come round to the eaftcrn fide of 

dieir' manffon, which, was ufually. kXs 

guarded, a!^ it overlooked the kdce^.^and 

endeavour to.niake him cpm^rci^p^ that 
- ' - ^"' ^' • : he 
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IfG mig^ J approach near eoougH in a boat 
to . 9oavcci^ vnc^bfgrycd*, " It is proba- 
Wy>" gd^ed Nckayab, " fome mcflengei: 
fc0fn ji^yjbcQthcir^ and if my copftrenqe.with 
Uai K^ ^9id Ea0ela3^ co^nlqrt^ I would 
H^kd iio^ing 10 facilitate, hia accefs/' 

T]be yauog; m^ii did opt ft^pear that 
Sjfeningi Iftrt, on t|ic; foltowing pigfiti 
a^ tihy? pnn€;e6 and PeJyuaR were Ipok^ 
ing over from a terrace near the lal^e, 
they perceived a fmall boat advancing 
towards thems and' fden after fww two 
perlbris kap on ftore and fii€n% cUmb 
the afcent dkat led to Ae caftte; ond of 
them placed a ladder againft Ae terraG€ 
wall, and mounted with rapidity, not 
without alarnaing; th? prince(s and Pe- 
kwih. The ftranger foon put an end to 
t^ feacs» by difcovcring hinnfcjif to be 
tbie mfififnipr whom, they had formerly 

difpatched 
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dilpatchied from the foitrefs to the court 
of Abiffinia, and who had fince-bcen re-^ 
taincd for his mufical talents in the train 
6f the ^old etfiperor. The pAncefe, de- 
lightecl with feeiilg him. Was about to aflc 
him various queftions, when he informed 
her that no time was to be loft, that the 
fonoifAmallphls was beneath the terrace, 
and defired permiflion t6 vifit her, as he 
had fomething of importance to commu« 
hicate, ' ^ ' 

ft 

* ♦ ■♦ 

. Nekayah's joy aiid agitation were grea^ 

thao any • la^gaage^ caq exprefs, and fhe 

had fcarcely recpv/cred the power of ut- 

lerance whea Dinarbas appeared diiguif* 

ed in the habit of a fiflierman. 

* • * .... , ' 

After the firft emotion natural to their 
fituation was flibfided, he informed her, 
that he had long attempted in rain to api- 
proach her apartment, and had beeri 

equally 
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I 

equally unfuccefsful in his endeavours to 
Ipeak with Raffelas j that at laft he had 
the good fortune of meeting the meffen- 
ger, who told hini on which fide the pa- 
lace was moft acceflible, and accom- 
panied him in a boat> which he had pro- 
cured: "I am now," added Dinarbas, 
" come to ofFer you my affiftance, and I 
am rejoiced that fortune has fb fingularly 
diitinguiihed me, as to put it in my 
power, perhaps, to free you and the prince 
from your confinement : O Nekayah ! 
w# may yet be happy ** 

He was going to proceed in his^narra^ 
tive, when the hour approaching to re- 
lieve the guard, Nekayah warned him to 
retire^ left the boat Ihould be obferved. 
Dinarbas obeyed, with a promife of re« 
turning the next evening* 

K c H A r« 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

AOVENTURS3 OF DINARBAS»^ 

F\INARBAS, channod with having 
feen Nekayah^ perfuaded die mef.. 
fenger to accompany him to the tower 
where Raflelas was confin6d» and> if poi^ 
^e^ procure his admittance: the at- 
tempt was fuccefsful» and what neither 
the prince nor fais friend could have 
effeftcd, however penetrative and a&ive 
were their minds, the flavc, accuftomed 
to combine and to empby flratagems^ 
eafily accompliftied. 

The prince and Dinarbas embraced eacjh 
other with equal joy, and mutual demon- 
ftradons of friendlhip : as the latter had 
entered unperceivedj they found fufficient 

opportunity 



« • 
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opportumty for conrcdiation; and the 
ion of AmalphU rdaced to Raflelas s^ 
chat had paifed fmce his quitdug the for- 
tceis in (e^ch of Htb* 

" I fought for you long in Egypt,** 
Said he, ^^and afterwards, in Arabiat 
where, on the frontiers^ I met a party of 
Arabs, who told me they had feen you 
under the guard of Turkilh horfemcn, 
and fuppofed that you were gone to Con- 
^antinople. I c»uld hot hear of your 
embarkation at Cairo, but continued my 
voyage in hopes of finding* you at the 
court of the fultan. As that prince had 
ihcwn openly his difapprobation of the 
conduct of the late BafTa of Cairo, he was 
fingularly defirbus of paying every atten- 
tion poffible to the Abiflinian nation : he 
had heard my name, and had approved 
mj actions i h^ireccived.me with peculiar 

K 2 courtcfy: 
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courtfefy : ' he commanded that diligent 
icardi fhould be made after the prifoner 
for whom I w^§ come to &pplicate his juf- 
tice, and named a day <mi^ >vhioh^I was to 
return to know the refult of his enquiries. 
His enquiries wtr€ fruidefs 5 but he told 
me, that be was not placed on the throne 
of Mahomet to abandon the innocent, or 
to farour injiiftice ; that ntany Greek pi- 
rates had lately infefted the feas in his 
dominions, and -that as it was probable 
they might have intercepted the Turks, 
with my friend, in their paffage from Cairo 
to Conftantinople, he had given orders 
for ftridtly fearching all the Greek iflands 
and tl*e coafts of that country : in the 
jnean while he defired me to remain at 
his court, apid held various difcourfes 
with me on the art of war \ he liftenjed to 
my anlwers with attention and compla^ 
ccncy, and dlfcovered mpch of the ge- 
nius 
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nius and knowledgie for which . he has 
been fo juftly celebrated in his tranfadions 
with the Venetians. . During my inter- 
views with him, I found how unjuftly we 
oft^ attribute to greathe& faftidious and 
opjireflive infotence: ;he' who finds Wnv- 
felf by birth fupcrior in rank to the reft of 
mankinds cat/ have neither the motives of 
)ealoufy> nor of emuktion; his conde- 
foinf^ jW^ fcarcdyi be abufed, or his^ 
courtefy humili^d : it is not; fa.wich him 
whb , has rifen lafepvc ' hi^ ' eqog^s by the 
caprice of fortune, and whofc ambition 
makes him ftill aim at loftier diftindions : 
he fears left affability and eafe fhould 
again fink him to his former ftation j and 
as his grcatncfs is only comparative, he 
thinks himfelf obliged to fupport it by 
artificial means. Whatever qualities may 
be wanting in fbvereigns, courtefy is, I 
believe, rarely among the number ^ but 
• • .' * ' K 3 • this 
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this is not a time to kngtheh m^. fbory 
with rcflcftions. 

" Before Che vcflck returned, which the 
fukan had inef&ftually lent in queft of 
you, I had fufficiently gained his confi- 
dence to obtain permiffion to under- 
take the iaflfie expedition with my Abifli- 
nians. He granted me a light armed gal-^ 
ley, ikilful mariners, and an eatpenenced 
pilot: with" thefc I vifited ndc only thci 
jflands, but great part of die icondnpnt be* 
longing to the dominions of the futean.'^ 




c H A Fi 
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CHAP, XXIX. 

ADVENTURES OF DINARBAfS CONTINUED- 

I 

* 

IJ ERE Raflelas cxdaimed, •' How 
often have I iwflied to view thofe 
places celebrated in biftory,: and fung by 
the poets of antiquity^ VI 

*' Prince," replied hii 6iend, "your 
leifore moments may hereafter he em- 
ployed in liftening to the incidents of my 
travels ; at prefent, both' your curiofity 
^nd your intereft muft require me to haf- 
tcn to a conclufion of the narrative. Not 
finding my attempts fticcefsful) I direfted 
.my galley towards Candia,, where the'fleet 
-and army of the fultan, uridep tH^ com- 
matKl of the grand vizier^ had been long 
. eoaployed againft the united fdix:es of the 

K 4 weftern 
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wcftern world, who aflifted the Venetians^ 
in maintaining a fiege of more than two 
years. As I had noW loft all hopes of find- 
ing my prince^ I wifhed at lealt to tettify 
my fenfe of the fultan*s goodnefs to me : I 
happened fortunatcjy to arrive on the eve 
of the day allotted for the general attack 
of the place : I obtained permifilon of the 
vizier to head a conAderable body of 
troops, and had the good fortune to carry 
the briftibn of Saht' Andrea, one of the 
moft important of the city : much of the 
fuccefs of the afTault was attributed to 
this adfcion : I was loaded with pr^tfes by 
the vi2kr, and advanced to the higheft 
commands. The place capitulated foon 
after, and pur army returned triurtiphant 
to Adrianople, where the fultan then wai, 
-and where the peace; for >*hich the Ve- 
netians were obliged to fue, the rhortifka^ 
tion of the haughty princes of Europe, 

and 
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»Gd the»deijpJfcir of .t^C' chterofthieir reli- 
gion, /lidded iicw^ glories to the vidtory of 
the fukan. His munificence was proppr- 
tionjed to his fucceflfesi.he.cpjafidcred my 
fervicesv ,as {the m<^ fignal, perhaps^ be- 
caiifc dtbey . ^rs > vojunqary j he recom- 
peitfed.me^ with fpyerqigflty ;. aftd to.rft- 
fymn^in his^omimona, n>adc me defpot 
pfScrviai: my. kingdom is only , depend- 
ent ifjp thp. fult*n, fp ftf ^ I api obliged 
tbafiifthift aUies^ and atmck bis enemies i 
and I have th? next place tp itjie gmiid vir. 
zier in the divai>. At Adrianople I heard 
of ypiir. vidtory over your brothers, iand 
oCypyr retreat into this vatlgy. ; The pro- 
iTO& "Whieh . I had given Nek^yab would 
not jJ^o>'9r m^ to difelpfe.youir hiftory to 
tjie. ^l^n i bur ^ter I had made ^ viQt to 
Wy new d^^ninjQnS, I found |>im, at my 
retUTXjt.' tp 1^' eQvu-t, interefted in .your fa- 
jfPW'^.apct is^^i^yQ^^froqi him th« .account 

K 5 of 
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of your imjuiibnment,^ and of the intrigues 
of Menas* againft you> of die forced retire-^ 
ment of the 4^mperor from public bufineis^ 
ted the death of Sarza. L was furprized 
to fee the facility with which ^over^igtis 
can penetrate 'iikto the mdt fircn^t d^uncib 
of neighbouring ftates^ and the care they 
take to inform themfelves of afiuirs v/iA 
which they have no appareMt ^connexioii^i 
irhile thofe who iH-e deeply <softceriied-ifl 
thenn are oftei>M&idly Ignor^ of the mdl 
eflfential "ch-GUmftanccs; The opportu^ 
nity was favourable to itte, and I eiU 
treated permiffionof the monai'ch to g3 
as his ambaflkdor to Menais, and t& em-^ 
ploy his nt)6dtatio^ as an ally, ta d^it^aild 
the rcftorktioA of the emperor* H9 readily 
granted my requcft $ but Mena$^ returned 
me &ch ipecious oniwers^ indg^vefe 
many apparent pi^fs'of the v^lumary 
retirenietit of your fether, that 1 wrote to 

: " the 
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the fultan for leave to e&(er the valler,. 
and there, by difcourfing M^ our fove- 
rcign in the fultan*s name, Afcover his real 
fentimcnts. I left n^yitrainatthe fortreii 
commanded by my father^ where I anri 
ftill fuppofed to remain with them ; and 
(Hfguifing mylelf> found means to enter 
the valley vrith one of the meflfengers^ 
difpatehed from court with prefents to 
the emperor j but I have not yet been able 
to obtain accefs to him^ 



I*- 
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CHAP. XXX. 

DIKARSAS VISITS THE EMPEROR. 

15 ASSELAS congratulated Dinarbas 
on his fuccels at the court of the ful- 
tan^ and thanked him for the offers of his 
affiftance : ** I fear/' faid he, ^* the em- 
peror will not be prevailed on to replace 
himfelf on the throne : he feems im- 
merfed in pleafure and infenfibility : he 
fears to think, and all means are taken to 
prevent his being undeceived. I am 
alarmed at the rafhnefs of your attempt* 
The valley is filled with emiflaries of Me- 
nasi and fhould you be difcovered, you 
are loft. 

*' I have no fears of that fort," replied 
Dinarbas : ^^ the fultan is not of a cha<* 

rafter 
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rafter to fuffcr tamely an injifty to Ijis 
ambalTador ; nor is Menas hardy enough 
to awaken his anger. Ipftruft i^ie how I 
can obtain an audience of ^your fa-- 
ther^ and I have great hopes^ for the 
reft." 

« Firft teU me," faid Raflelas, « whe- 
ther Amalphis and Zilia ftill remember 
me: I have experienced too many of 
the caprices of fortune to be anxious 
after the projefts of ambition, and have 
found that the only ornament of profpe- 
rity, and the only conlblation in adverfity, 
is the fympadiy of -friendlhip and afFec- 

• 99 - . . » . V I 

tion. 

*^ They were totally igiorant of your 
fate," faid Dinarbas> f* and their anxiety 
was greater than I can dcfcrjbfe. .AsJt 
was not at liberty to difcover to them the 
whole of your JStuatioiiii I told th^m I 
. . had 
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had heard of ftyur difiiiiguifhuig yourielf 
during the war; and that I believed you 
to-be at prefent confkiedj by the order of 
Men^j in the happy valley. I promifed 
theny^ ^at my departure, that they fhould 
fbon receive fuller infonnation. Let us 
now cqnfider what methods will prevail 
with the emperor/^ 

. a • > ■ « 

" I know not/' faid Raflelas, '^ whe- 

; ' ' . 

thcr we fhall render him a fervice in 
tearing the. veil which Menas has fo art- 
fully drawn arpund him; and I doubt 
npt thatp if he were replaced on the throne^ 
he would regret the delights of the, hap- 
py valley : all I can wifli from your , 
frirndfliip is> tl^t you will end^vour' to 
i^Oiivince him. of tt\y innocence, and of 
ihaif of Ndckyahi and I know 4io eafier 
nor fafef meam^ df admittanbe tlian w 
jt^rodaim ydurfelf ' ike* fbn of ,/^a^hi»r 

the 
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the > Mdiif. of yow fither is : well known 
io the (emperor^ ' and he will Iboner ad- 
mit a iub)e<5fr> than rthe ambaflfadoV of a 
powerful neighlxwnV 

r 

" Pardon me, prince," aqlwered Di- 
oaxbas; *^isf 1 fay that you judge the 
emperor by yoar own- heart : power could 
Hot dictate ta you, but fidelity might 
feothecybu : I will however try the cxp6i 
di*nt which you propofo, tut if it luc-i 
ti<^, I Itnow nl[)t die tharz&cr of the 
emperor. - - c . • • •• 

• • • 

. tlinarbas ilaid till the (hades of mgh^ 
peiroittcd 'him tb depart iiripercelved I 
he then left the prifon . of Raffelas, - and 
went to the terracei whert he- Was agiajA 
received by Nekayah and Pekuah :- h6 r^r 
lated to them his adventures and his in- 
tcmiolifi;^ ^bl6 printefs dik-ged him not 
td (^firover himfellf as ambaj[&dor from 

the 
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the fulun, tin he : Ikd ibu'teled the diC^ 
pofition of hfer father: '^I know/- faki 
ihe^ " that thci fpirit ixrf" ?an emperor <£ 
Abiflinia can never bt-Qok the inteifereace 
of a foreign power*" 



f y t , - t * 



Dinarbasj againft: his own inclin^ion^ 
obeyed the counfel of tkc^ ptince^outfi 
princ?fs; he - anndunced- himfeif , tQ the. 
emperor as th^. fon df Aifnalffew^-./wdacI 
bad ipipprtf^ntt ^SfAr^rt^ ^otnvAwik^tc^ 
Xhe fovereigri gave for anfweil^ thgC he 
mufl: apply to Menasi but recoUeftiog 
hioifelf that Nekayah and Raffelas had 
been k)ng.und)er tjiej-gu^d of Am4liyiis> 
he. concluded the ion i^ight be accprn-- 
plicc of their fuppofed crimes, and com-* 
manded hiiii to e<>ter) furro\inde<} with 
guards. ... t 

Dioarbas then relasCed with fmnknefs 
sind energy, all the: cfrcuniftaaiccs pf the 

wrong 
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wrong done to Rafiblas and die princefs ; 
he ipared not Menas as an ufurper ; and 
invited the emperor to return to his 
throne, and do juftice to his &mi)y j but 
his difcourfe made no other imprefilon 
on the monarch than 'to convince him 
that Rafielas mtift have been guilty> as 
he had betrayed the feirec of his birchi 
and that the fiin of Amaiphia waa hxi 
accomplice. As Dinai^baa could not ex* 
culp»ce the prince. without accufing Ne- 
kayah^ he bluihed^ and was embarra&d* 

The emperor confidered this as a Hgnal^ 
of; gUilt|,;u)d conunanded him inflatody 
to be ia>pr:ironed .i 

* ' ft 

Dinarbas now thought himfelf at li- 
berty to ^ Mpon hir own plan : te Mf^ 
clar^d him|elf gmbafia^r from t^ (uU 
tan, f^nt by jiim ifi the fnoft opgnrma- 
ner to remonftrate with Menas, and, 

ihould 
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fhould he not fucceed with him^ to 
apply CO the emperor, aflure him of 
the fultan's friendfliip, and reinftate him 
on the throne. 

Awe of fopcrior power took place of 
anger in the heart of the fovereign : he 
knew not what he was to believe ; but 
he refolved to fend ai mefleager to his 
fon &xr infbni&ions> and in the mean 
tirhe to treat Dinarbas iirith> the re^ 
fpe& due to the representative of the 
faltan» 
. ■ ^ ^. ' '. 

A report Wis Ipread next daf iti thife 
valley, by meflengers arrived ironli 
Gonthar, that a confiderable body of 
Turkiih troops had marched towards 
Ae frontiers of Ablfllttia: This news 
•engaged the emperor to pay ftill mom 
^utenuon >to Dinarbas; and even^ to 

grant 
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grant the requeft he made of vifiting 
Railelas as often as he Ihould think 
proper. 
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CHAP. XXXL 

SKETCH OF THE TRAVELS Of DINARBAS* 

T^INARBAS forbore to make any 
remarlu to the prince on the eon« 
du A of the emperor : he funpty related to 
him what had pafied i from which Raf- 
felas formed fmall hopes : he found that 
his friend was in fome fort become, on 
his account, a prifoner of ftate, and he 
was alarmed at his dangerl^ 

'^ Fear not for me/' faid Dinarbas, 
** I know my fkeps are watched, and 
that I muft remain here till the emperor 
hears from Menas i but I hope by that 
time to have convinced him of your in^ 
nocence, and of the neccffity of his re* 
turning to the management of public 
.'t AH- affairs ; 
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ai^lrs : /ap-foyweign, I believe, ever rcf- 
tir^d but by jCbme fpecies of conftreinc ; 
afid noncj:! atjji, convinced,, ev^r /failed :Qf 
rep^nddg tbe j Aep . he had taken. Au- 
thority and aftive life ardtoo, hat^al to 
the mind^ not to i*etain their hold, how- 
ever circumftances may haVe at aily pe- 
riod weakened their innpreffion: the 
fcenes of afti^n will - retrace thenjifelves 
to the voluptuary in Ae bofom of plca- 
fure, and to the anchorite in the cell of 
ayfterity. When the emperor reflefts on 
the convcrfation I held with ,him laft 
nighty he will find the charms of royalty 
again ruih on hla imagination^ and widi 
a few more interviews, I hope to roufc 
all his fleeping ambition." 

RfdTelas found his imprifonment great- 
ly . relifcved by the vifits of Diriarbas, who 
every day informed him of the progrels 

he 
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he niade with die emperofr, ia^wakening 
hk cendemefs for i^e prince and prin- 
cdk. Rflffelas however did not willingly 
give way ti^ hope, and wookl often 
change! the^ fiibjcft of converfation, by 
afking Dinarbas for the detail of his tra- 
vels in the dominions of the fultan. 

' '* I have often wiflicd to know," faid 
Raffelas, *' whether the fcencs fo beauti- 
fully defcribed by the ancient European 
: poets are really as irttercfting as we 
fhould believe from their works, did we 
\not judge by our own writers of the em- 
.beliilhments of poetry. I have always 
Jconfidcred our total ignorance of other 
countries as one of the greateft misfor- 
tunes that attends our government, and 
-have tried. to obviate this inconvenience 
(&rQiyfelf» as far as books could sJSk 



me. 



^ In 
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^* In my voyages in the Archipdago 
and Mediterranean/' replied Dinarbas^ 
**I have feen enough' to folvc your 
queilion: nadons have difappeared front 
the fecc of the eardi, laws have been 
forgotten^ and morals dorrupted; but 
nature> though fiabjeft to^great rcvolu- 
dons^ ever remains beautifiil in tempe- 
rate climates. That poets have been 
thought to enlbelltih i^ture.is an 6pi- 
ixion that muft have had its riie and its 
continuance in countries where the nor- 
thern blafts deface the charms of ferti*- 
^ity, or where, the too ardent rays of the 
fun dry up its fources j but in thofe hap- 
py climes where vegetation is never 
.wholly* ftoppcd, poets will be* found9 
mth all their eloquence, to trace very 
faintly the charms of nature. The 
AbifTuiian^ fcorched on tl|p burning 

. fands 
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lands that furrbund hhn; the Sqrthian, 
Aiding over frozen rivers, and climb- 
mg m^nuitain^i whofe dazzling wbitenefs 
makes no diftinftion to the %ht, can 
have but a. very imperfca idea of the 
variegated landfcape diat attradb the 
eyes of the fortunate inhdsitant of 
Greece. 

*^ In thefe celebrated fcenes every 
thing tends to diverfify and heighten 
the beauties of the profpeft: The 
majeftic rocks, glowing with all the 
warmth of colouring; the cafcades, 
reflefting the azwe of an uniuliied flcy j 
the trees, not more various in their 
forms than in their hues; die eanfa, 
enriched with vegetable produftion : 
but chiefly that light and tranlparent 
vapour^ which gives the £unt blue 

to 
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to the diftant mountains, and the 
Iplendid purple to the wcilcm clouds; 
and, like tendernefs in moral life, Cofttns 
every objefl:, and difiufes ferenity and 
rapture! Raflelas, thou maycft think 
me an enthufiaft ; yet, hadft thoU accom- 
panied me in the enchanted fpots where 
I fought thee, thou wouldft have felt the 
fame warmth of faiicy, the fame fenfibili- 
ty of heart that tranfported me: thefe are: 
the favourite theatres of auguft and pleaf- 
ing meditation. How often have I been 
led to adore the goodnefs of the Crea- 
tor of the Univerle, when wandering 
through fome delightful valley, adorned 
as I have in vain attempted to defcribe 
to thee, I contemplated the beauties- 
which he has fo bountifully offered to 
man! There Ibme majeftic and awful 
ruin would rear its venerable head, and 
filently inftruct me: every part in thefe 

L countries 
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epuntrie^- unkes^ the.diarms of fituadon 
and of'cekbrky s nb mountain k without 
f^ name-:-the ground we tread is conic- 
crated to fame in the hiftoric page ; even 
fable becomes r^e^cted^ and whik our 
heart k i^ifed to heroifm at the pais 
c^ ThermopjFbe* our imagination is 
filled widi poetic ardour on the fide 
of Olympus and Famaflust In thefe 
places the images of thofe who were 
moft dear to me, returned with doubk 
force ; I loi^ed fi>r my j&ther amidft 
the ruins of Sparta, and for my prince 
near the tempk of Thdreusl In the 
fhade of thoie trees^ which are the 
progeny of the academic g^ove, I wiih* 
cd for the afiiftance of Imlac to converie 
with Plato and his diAriples ! My war- 
like companioi^s w^re prefent to my 
thoughts at Platea, and at Marathon* 
In the valley of Tcmpe I forgotj 

for 



i 
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for a moment^ my hopelefs fituation^ 
and imagined that I faw Nekayah befide 
me, the humble and pleafed companion 
of my ead^ul^ftic r ^pearei» ' 
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CHAP- XXXIL 



GRANDSUJt OF THE ANCIEKTS. 



it 



^HOU haft now faid enough/' re- 
plied the prince, *' to be confi- 
dered as an enthufiaft by die greater part 
of mankind, by thofe whofe hearts are 
fteeled, or whofe heads are ftupified by 
intereft or gaiety: happily we are not 
heard by them in this priibn, where, if 
our bodies are indofed, our minds are 
at liberty; a privilege not always attain- 
able in the world. But, to return to thy 
travels, haft thou obferved many of thofe 
monuments of ancient grandeur and ele- 
gance, of which the few fcattered remains 
afforded me fuch delight in Egypt ?'* 

*< The effect which thofe buildings 

produced 
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produced on me,'^ fiid Dinarbas, " is far 
fuperior to my powers of defcription : 
the noble fimplicity of the Grecian tem- 
ples,' the elegance* -of their proportion, 
•the harmoiiy of their parts, and the ma- 
Jefty of^'thc'^i^Bole', give ah impreffion 
of awe and df iktisfaftion, which no mo- 
dern building iffords. I have never yet 
been able to comprehend how the tafte 
*^r any * arcH*Ha: Ihould be fo ftrangely 
-deprilvldi as to permit him to view un-. 
•mov*tt thofe ftately fabrics, and vainly 
imaginfe he? could, by mean plans, dif- 
pp6|)ortionate combinations, and glitter- 
iing defbrniity^ givie delight to rational 
. fpeiS^tors :. yet fuch ' artifts have been 
found, and they have not wanted pro- 
teftors. He, who built the mofquc of 
S** Sophia, undoubtedly fuppofed he had 
raffed' an edifice that would fhow how 
far the ekgance of the golden age, in 

L 3 which 
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^hieh he lived, w!|a fbperior to ^ b^r- 
b^rifm of that which faw the elev^tk>ii of 
the temple of Thefqus. It h^ ever beta 
the irremediable crrw ^f ;weak: nvif^s 
and degenerate nationsir $a&^)j|ic\ft6&f9cnft- 
ment for proportion^, cur^jous mii^tf i^ 
for majeiSic beaut^^ mcji KefeKigeneoi^ 
variety for harnaony and g^raoe. 

f r 

^ Our fpires> our tpmn^y . and o^r 
many-coloured roofs, are ))f;qo|g9' 94y>t)9^ 
to my eyes, jQjice I hav^ t^hf()d^&)f^^ 
city and elegance on the 4e6^ate fiic^^s 
of Greece : nor 4id the a«:WWfit«r^ ^ne 
take poiTeflw}!! cf n;y imagination i. I 
found the fame charaftcrfftic fcatwre in 
all their remainmg produftiom. ; Their 
infcriptions are lofty, pure, and cncr- 
gcticj they feem \Mlj^rittcr^6 convey 
the meaning, and the flovers of cto- 
quencc fpring naturally/frpni die fiA-- 

jea. 
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Jeft. Their ftatucs, not writhed into dit 
tortion to catch die eye by forced coiv- 
trails, are fimple and beauteous like na^ 
ture itfelf, which they reprefcnt in the 
general efFeft, more than by defcending^ 
into little peculiarities : every figure 
ipeaksto the heart; we confefs the in- 
fluence of the paflion it breathes, or the 
relpedt it infpires. But, in the works of 
modern art, even aoiong its beft per* 
formances, our mind muft have the la- 
bour of combining particulars, before 
we perceive the general effed:: we ap- 
prove or criticife ere we can fe^l, and 
therefore fcarcely feel at all. When 
we contemplate the mafkerpieces of the 
ancients, our fentiments are immediately 
engaged, our. imagination is interefted, 
and the- firft imf^effibn muft begin to 
weaken before we can defccnd to minute 
examination 5 yet even then wc admire j 

L 4r we 
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we fee that, as in a well-ordered king* 
dom, though ibme parts are inferior, 
they arc in their place, and contribute 
to the beauty of the whole. 

•• Such, in the view of moral or po- 
litical greatnels, if we examine hiftory, 
was the condu6t of the illuftrious men 
of ancient Greece and Rome: their eo- 
terprifes were vad, and their minds ca- 
pacious j they fprmed a comprehenfive 
plan, and aded up to it. It is not by 
adding one little idea to another, that 
perfeftion is infenfibly attained. Alex- 
ander had conceived his fcheme for the 
conqueft of the eaft, before he left his 
native Macedoni nor did Cajfar take 
the command in Gaul, without a pre* 
vious defign of becoming the firft in the 
republic. I am not furprifed at the po- 
licy of Our courts, which ufually ex- 
cludes 
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dudes their fubjefts from all communi'^ 
cation with the knowledge of Europe ;: 
in order to confine us to narrow views^ to 
indolent . magnificence^ and> if I nuy £>' 
czprels it> to living by the day : this is the 
furefl foundation for defpotifm : the mind 
being cafily reduced to inaftivity, when 
its flights are not allowed to go beyond 
a certain extent,*' 

•* All this is true/* faid Raffclas, ^' yet 
I cannot fee what the ibvereign gfiins hf 
debafiflg the faculties of his fubjefbs: 
a good prince will be reipected and be^ 
loved by a wife nation^ and, what he 
can never rely on from a herd of willing 
flavcs,^ wiU be fure of their fidelity t 
he will not be delerted at the firft ap- 
pearance of a £breigik enemy» or do*- 
medic ufurper, who> m our dclporic 
govermnents, obtains the fame tribute of 

L 5 obedience 
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dbtdience as the rightfiil monarch, be- 
caufe he has the fame authorit7^ that of 
cerror. What eUe could have fo calmljr 
ylaced Menas on the throne, at the ex« 
pence of hk brodicv's £^ and his &^ 
tfaer's ibvereign (pgnity V^ 
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CHAP. xxxm. 

f:RE PKXSCE AKD PRINCBSS ACOOMPAHY 

YHEIR FATHER TO GOIftHAR* 

T^INARBAS at length prevailed oa 
tbe ^{pperpr to vifit Nekayah, whoiis 
WiQcence it was eaiy to prove, and whoia 
tendernefs and' eloquence foon convince4 
him of the truth of RalTelas : after a fhort 
ftf^igl^ between pride ^nd paternal af« 
fe^ion, the prinf^was juftified and J^^i^ 
^wt(i to liberty. 

The difficulty iK)W remained to force 
Menas tp te&gji a throne in wlnck h^ 
wa^ fupported by his own> ^lilt and : that 
of traitors, who nuiftt defend him becaufe 
they were his accompUces. It vnis proba-- 
|>1$ that with the affiitance of Amalphis^^ 

L 6 andi 
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and from the fame of Raffelas^ the troops 
might have been engaged to declare for 
their former fovereign ; but their officers 
had been changed, men devoted to Menas 
now commanded them, and it was not 
cafy, in cafe they were difpofed to fe- 
eond the efibrts of Raflelas, to commu- 
nicate any plan by which they might zSt, 
without expofing themfclves to the fury of 
die reigning party, before they could have 
a chief to fupport them. 

The authority of the iultan might be 
eafily exerted : he had warmly offered 
his mediation; and what fovereign wiU 
not warmly ofibr his mediation in the 
difierences of his leis powerful neigh- 
bours i This dilpofidon of the Turks 
gave pain to Raifelas: he -would have 
preferred any other method of reinftating 
his father on the throne of his anceftors : 

but 
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but his difguft to foreign aid he foon 
found to be fruitlcfs. The report of a 
Turkifli army marching towards the 
frontiers had not been without fbunda- 
tionj and more certain accounts arrived 
of their having penetrated into the heart 
of Abifiinia. It was faid that Amalphis 
and his garrifon, who were entreated 
to join them> remained neuteri but had 
not prevented the train of Dinarbas from 
following them s that Menas^ at the head 
of his troops, was gone out to meet them, 
and that a decifive batde might foon be 
cxpefted. .'. ; 

It was how time to aft : Dinarbas ob* 
tained permiflion of the emperor to join 
the Turkifli army, where his prefence 
was neceflary, to prevent many irregula- 
rities. The confuiion was become ge« 
nerali and the valley, was no longer ftrift* 
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]y gu2»tled : the emifiarfes of Menas be^ 
gan to pay theit court to the emperor and 
his party, and fuffered them to ei^oy all 
Ac liberty they defired 

IHnarbas haftily advanced towards 
Gonthar, neap which place be had been 
told the two armies lay encamped. He 
hoped by iHtimidating Menas, to make 
him refign the crown, and, afer rej^acing 
the emperor on the thronci t3o coodu& the 
fiiltan's troops' back ix> his dominions;. 
buti on his approach^ he was met by the 
principal officers sc^f his train, and the^ 
chiefs of the army, with the head of Me- 
nas : they ii&fflied him of dieir vifboiy, 
Md <^ the flight <^ the ufurper under a 
mean dirguife> in whi(ii he was ftopped 
and piK to death, l^y invited ^ fim 
of Amalphk to (har^t their trauijiph, and 

decide the fat$ of the prifoners^ among 

whom 
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whom were the principal minifters and 
favourites of Menas. 

Dinarbasj. iii confequence df the ful- 
tan's mandate^ delivered to him by th^ 
chiefs^ afibmed the command of the 
army, entered Gonthar, and difpatched 
meflengers to the happy^ valley, entreat- 
ing the prefencc of the emperor and Raf- 
laas:^ : . . 

The 6if^ of M^as madf l\fxh imr 
preCon on his fatber, bm: die^ply affeftr 
«dRa0c^a^Ne^y^: tfney bad». howw 
ftrcr^ die .confol^Qn to refle^ that diey 
imsxti moQW% of his fiiite, an4 acconv 
panied the eniperor to Gonthar, attended 
by the lady Pe|cuah, Imlac, and the aftro« 
flOOKEA ythqm tl^sy had reftored to Ulper- 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

INCONVENIENCES OE FOREIGN AtD» 

s 

T^HE emperor rcfumcd with joy the im- 
perial digni ty> but made few refleiStions 
on the revolutions which replaced him on 
the throne j and, being alked what was to> 
be done wkh his former fevourites, he 
coolly ordered them to eitecution. Rafe 
felas, however, obtained ^6m him their 
pardon, on condition of thck perpetual 
imprifonment, and the fovereign fflcn^ 
tioned them no mdrc,. 

He likewife complied with the requdt 
of Raflfelas to fend a mcflchger to the for- 
trefs of Amalphis, to demand Zilia in 
marriage. As Ihc was the fitter of his 

deliverer^ 
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deliverer, whom he loaded with praifes 
and thanks, he no longer confidered the 
alliance as derogatory from his dignity. 
A train of women and flaves accompanied 
the meflcngcr, to honour the royal bride -, 
and letters from Raflclas, Nekayah, and 
Dinarbas, informed Amalphis and Zilia, 
that the prince and princels, formerly ce- 
lebrated by fame for their fufferings, ]%nd 
now for a happy reverfe, were the guefts 
whofe fociety they had erfjoyed in the 
fbrtrefs. Thefe letters contained a minute 
detail of all the public > events, and the 
lentiments of RaiTelas on his change of 
fortune. Amalphis was invited to court 
with a confiderable comr^and in the 
army. 

Raflelas impatietitly cxpefted the arri- 
val of Amalphis and Zilia, and in the 
mean time ^w with grief the diforder 

which 
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which reigned in the coital and its cn« 
virons, from the licence given by the of* 
ficers o( the Turkish army to their nu- 
merous troops* Dinarbas> thot^h inveft- 
ed with the diief command^ fbiuid it dif- 
ficult to cxercife fevere authority over 
foreign ibldiers elated widi vidtory, con- 
fcious of belonging to fuperior power^ 
and of having confeired afiiitance. The 
officers were haughty and extravagant in 
their deiR2(nd> the men riotous and ava^ 
ricioiisi the highways were infefted by 
their outrages^ nor were the houfes of 
the inhabitants of the dty prctoScd &om 
their iawleis imblence. In vain dad Di« 
narbfts attempt) by alterna^ menaces and 
foothing, to reduce them to diicipline; 
the timidity of die Abifiihians had given 
them an advantage which they had no 
melinatioBto reUnc^iiAi: a reinforcement 
liras advancing from Egypt s die f«iltan> 

either 
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eiehf^r nac being yet informed of the fuc* 
cefs of the eaterprize^ or ehoofing xx> 6ci- 
litate and give validity tq a treaty of alli- 
ance with AbifCnla^ by the prefence of a 
formiaabie army. 

I » t » ' ' If 

*^ Prince/* iaid Din^rbas to his friend^ 
" I am fenfible that I have involved you 
in all the prefent difficulties, by .ralhly 
engaging the fiiltan in your ii>tereft : your 
jdoubts were juftly founded, apd I know 
not how tQ extricate you from the danger 
of which I have be.cn inadvertently the 
tz'dk. If I depart for she fultan's court 
to rcmonftrate with him on the conduft 
of his troops, 1 leave them without a 
chief to reprefs in any degree their ex« 
cefle$. I have written to entreat him to 
recall them, but I have no reaibn to 
bope, #i^;-fhe ]pi!eft»t uppcartAte o£ 
^ipg^ that (mr ^icqucft wiH be graetcd 

without 
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without a demand on his fide, of conceit 
fions injurious to your honour." 

^ Dinarbas/' anfwered the prince, '' if 
we were to be accountable for the ill fuG- 
ccfe of every good intention, we muft 
fuppofe ourfelves endued with general 
prcfcience, a quality inherent in the Di- 
vinity alone. Your proceedings were open 
and juft, and you had no reafbn to ima- 
gine that the Turkiflb army would be 
lawlels and ungenerous : we' are not yet af- 
furcd whether the fultan is in fault: if he 

• 

is not, he will recall his troops j but if he 
perfifts in treating us like a conquered 
kingdom, we have a right to confider him 
'as our enemy, not our benefaftor j and his 
enmity is perhaps not fo formidable as 
the world has been taught to fuppofe^. . 

% *? By the acc^Kin^ fjiotf haft often given 
me of tbd fiege of Candjiaj^ lie owes thftt 
' ^ conqueft 
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cronqueft itlore to the divifi<>n of the ene- 
my, and 10 the Angular bravery of fomc 
of his ofH^ers, among whom thou halt 
been particularly iliftinguilhed, than to. 
the general tenour of his conduft : it is 
even pjrobable that all his efforts would 
have proved fruidefs, had not the Venetians 
been abandoned by their allies. They who 
truft to the mutability of qourts, and to the 
complicated interefts of governments, will 
find themfelves dcfcrted like the Vene- 
tians, or menaced like ourfelves. The only 
way to make allies ufeful, is to be reipedt- 
able without them. . 

*' Confider how a fmall ifland in the 
Ikme feas, merely from the courage and 
conduft of its defenders, vidtorioufly. 
refifted the attacks of the moft formi- 
dable and moft numerous armies of the 
Turks^ hestded by their ableft generals. 

•• I have 



L 
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^' I have not the hopes of fentaing 
iDftantaneoufly a wefl-dtibiplified artnyj 
but I have at leaft learned not to fear tin- 
governable rouldtudefrj aod if I am com- 
pelled to take xxp aritis, I - fhall dread 
more the impiitatiois of ingradtiKik than 
the power of the fukan.'* 
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CHAP. XXXV; 

DIATH OF THE EMPEROIU 

r 
4 

^ HE emperor did not long furriye 
hts ufurping fon.: he wa$» like many 
other men, fblicitous for the events that 
might happen after his death, though he 
iiad beea x:areleis of i/vhat had been done 
in his life-time: all wifh to eHtcnd their 
influence beyond the grave,, and few ap- 
proach tiieir end without making £xne 
i3efie6tioas on their paft eiuAeaoe. ; The 
mind oi the emperor was lefs weskeneol 
hiy age, thftn eniervaied by inc&lhuie ahct 
pkaiGures : when infirmity obliged him tor 
retire from diflipation, thought returned 
ypon him more forcibly ; his itxrtideiile& 
&kt Rafieka.and .Nekayah redotiblcd asi 
i^e waa about to qmit tlteo^ ^SMy cix^ti 
.8 / dren,'* 



^4» DINARBAS, A TALE: 

drcn," faid he, " I Ihall neither leave you 
precepts nor example ; I can onJy bc- 
feech you to beware of my errors, artd, if 
poflible,. to caft a veil over my faults — I 
have, by indolence, brought my kingdom 
into greater diftrcflcs, than the moft cruel 
and avaricious tyrants have ever occafi* 
oned. 

'^ I am now convinced that inaftivity 
is generally the fource of crime : it is 
fcarceiy poflible for the man who does 
nodiing to be free from guilt j we, in par- 
ticular, . are placed in a Iphere, in which 
it is our duty to direct, like the pilot, who, 
if he negleds the rudder for an inftant, is 
in danger of feeing the veflel d^fhed on 
the neighbouring rock. Yet are not my 
£iults ^thout extenuation; a miftaken 
notion of humanity has made me deteft 
war, and confequently negleA my army $ 
X the 



thc4cfircof beioglave^ has iiiduced me 
to court the &iend(hip of my flayes, and 

ft 

you fee the gratitude of my favotirites : a 
fnind not uninformed nor incurious led 
rhe naturally to the love of arts and 
fciences; but this inclination has been 
falfcly turned to thofe of liixuiy and 
amuferhent, rather than to thofe of politi- 
cal or moral mility. Had I poflcflcd Suffi- 
cient cfnergy of mind to roufe'myfelf from 
the illufioHs that furrounded me, I might 
have feen the fallacy of my ideas as fbon' 
as I had attempted to inveftigice'thcrn'V 
but the dream was prolonged ' by^ aH who' 
rtfcme'near m^^; the vicious biFired^to nfie' 

r 

new fchemes of diflipation, and ' even the * 
virtuous praifed me for that gemlcnc& 
and good-nature, which they 'celebiiared 
as fbperiir t6 the Khinihg qbalities' o^f the ' 
conqueror. - War is, undohBtedfy,*fh6ck- 
ing to humanity; but' while we live' 

M amo.ngft 
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am ofl g ft aiOTtfcb» aetoated bjr mortal 
paffoDs^ we tmSk be erer reauly to defend 
diofecofltthittcd fa our care. 1 

*' Thou^.my Ion, to whom I am ra- 
ther confefling my own errors - than con- 
▼ejring inftruetioDj hail die activity and 
rsctitude which I have wanted. I bdieye 
diat royalty will not ihake thy virtues$. 
yet conGder how di&rent is die ftate of 
the fubgect and die fbvereign, the prince 
and the king. Thou wilt foon be abiblute 
m^fler.of vaft dominions s and>what isftiU 
more (fangysrous,, mailer of thyiel^ widi 
QOdiing' to contix>l, and every thing Co 
miflead thce» Why is prplpcrity mpre 
dangerous than, adverfity? Becaule it 
Idaves no obfiacle to our will; becaufe 
we have no reflraint. upon our paflionsi 
and^ haviii^ iio di/ficukies to ftrugg^ 
withi fall indolently afleqp in die lap of 

4 pleafijre. 
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pleafure. We often owe our pt«fenradon 
fix>m final ruin to temponuy evils. Mayeft 
thou be prdcrirea in <fighitjr aind honour 

by gentler means, by reafon and virtue ! " 

, . ■■■ ■. ,■,■•• 

Thus did die^mpffixtr lament'dM errors 
of his former conduct, and warn his Ion 

eehr^d Mi t&iHorfodoBiJ^'inift'rti^ecn and 
fooa afer, wiffi Ifcah^bf filMplfe^; feW 
hfo rfcrtaftis dipoihed fe'Witf tfeipfc? df Mi 

• 1 . •■ f 1 ,• « ■if''* ' ' ." » . ' • • 

'■' 

T • 

i -'t , }• > . - - ' . . V / ^ C . • , j , 
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KEFLECTIONS OF RASSELAS ON HIS AC- 

2 .w I r. MCfcs^mN i-oj xhb xHRaxE*. • * 

Tl46;SP^A^i'y«i«.iWw/ by,;ri^ of 
; , {jjcceaioDi: fUi4cWrf> dj(B generja acr 
dapatioiis of thqjpeopkv proclaimed em- 
peror of Abiflinia. He was apjt plated 
•with the dignity ; he looked round the fe- 
pulchral monuments of the royal houfe, 
and he could not, without a melancholy 
reflection, contemplate the tombs of a 
father and three brothers, who, in fo fliort 
a fpace of time, had finiflied their courfc 
amidfl: the troubles in which the nation 
had been plunged. 

*^ There,^ faid he to Nekayah, from 
whom he was neven.feparated, ** there 

arc 
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arc the ftcps by which I have afcendeci 
tfk thrdnie. ' O my Tiller f wc are guildefs 
tfihek deaths, but let us be warned by 
the awful fcene/ Our Creator alone knows 
Kav^ ttMiy years, rhontjis^or days will re- 
volve before w^ become 'inhabitants of 
the fileht.iharifions but as bis goodnelk 
permits us a * free agency in this life, lee 
us ehd^avoi^r to aft fo as to obtain more 
than a j5^e'menaorial tfiat we hayccic- 
ifted, . ' ' 

'^ -Let us not entertain an ^Jifi^ious va- 
nity, becaufe we have feen, and avoided 
(he errors or 

the fame frailties as thofe wboie mortal 
remains f^l th^le jnarble ftruftiires, wq 
might, like them,' have * Becfh the Ipoft of 
£ontending palfions, and at laft the vie* 

M 3 tiroi 
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t *" •• • •• * * 

piXis of their^fyiy,! . We ^p^^ npyi ds- 
fcrve execration, whc^e thejr,mc?jt?(i cp^ 
paflion, if yrith more inftru^ioi^ >^ic^ 
better friejids, and elpeciaJlj wi^ ^ 
knowledge of advcrfity, we had<;ixed li^^ 
them. Thpu, Nekayah, haft a ca^lni m^ 
fcrenc part to aft tl^ougK life, and f^cje- 
fore lels difficult than mine. Ye, whofe 
ambitious wifhes haye long gra^d at 
ibvereign power, cpuld you fee the hcan 
of Raflelas, you would fear to fink uijder 
the burthen of cares and duties which it 
impoles on you. 

r 

*^ Nekayah I let us leave this foene of 
contenipktioh i not tl^e dead^^ut thq^Vr. 
ing arc to be benefited o^ mjuj'ed byl ^ 
fceptre of |l^flfelas • if to be; iQJw^^ ^-. 
powerful .^rbifratpr of n:^ac\kind^ let^ mj;^ 
k>!^ ^de, mj rcmorfe/; ^9^^^ 
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il}3inr, iq ^bno^. lojae- aflgte :of ithbrec^? 
tgi(;le of dc#»^" ; . ; . : ... 

• ' , .. . • • 

• . • » ^ '' ' 1 

Having fo feid, he departedlchAi^hc- 
ftjl. At .tjie : entraftiie of Jiis pafaccj; -h*. 
ipet the chief of :ihc flases^ wkom; lie hadi 
diijjatched to die fof trefi. He lajxioufly 
enquired whether Zilia and Amalphig 
were arrived, and liftcncd with, the gce«cft- 
ag^taaon t^ the foj*»wiog;anfwct* 

' ' ' ■ .*■■ ' ••• •...•■; ■■■- 

" Dread Sovereign! wh^ wc yetp 
only at the diftance of .a d^'s jourpey 
from the fortrels, the meflenger who was 
charged with your letter fuddenly dif- 
appeared : we fearched for him long in 
vain; and, during this delay, received 
the news of our late emperor's death,, 
and of your majefty's acceflion to the 
imperial power: we proceeded to the 
cattle, where we related the purport of 
our million, and the lofs of our creden- 

< ' H i M 4 tials : 
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ods : Vfc informed the governor, of the 
various events which had contributed to 
place you on the throne 9 and we found 
he had/ long fuppoled you to be the 
fiune hero whole prefence formerly ho- 
ifciuted his manfion ; but, how great was 
our furprife, when we perceived that, 
inftead of complying with our requeft, 
he , delivered to us this letter, and com - 
manding mto afHire the cmperoi^ of his 
inviolable fidelity, faid he waited your 
further wders for proftrating hirrifelf at 
the &ot of your throne !" 
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t£TT» Of zaiA.. i 





TJ'ASS'E'LAS found the, letter' wast 
from Zilia> and opened it with ih^ 
finite impadence: it was conceived ia 
thefe tecais. 

^ A S iiiiceritjr and candour are the: 
yyliBg principles of Ziliaj kt my foyc^- 
fciga pardoa mc if I difclofe wy^ heart: 
to RajQelas.: thinks O prince ! what muf)! 
be .(ny itufations, when I learn that for-^ 
uinie and thy own merit have pkcedt 
tfaec ia a rank, above my fondeft hopes ;. 
and fox^ve me if I fay, beyond my« 
wifhes. Had I at firfl infpired thee with 
titot confidence which my heart tells mc 
I deftrve^. I fhoAId not now be com- 

M i pelled 



pelled to aft a pain&l, suid apparendy 
an ungrateful part; but as thy prudence 
was then fiq>eriar to thy fiBion, and as^ 
fincc that time, every thing has prevent- 
ed thee from conveying to 'me thy fen- 
timen^, ap expl^natipn . ^s^nqiw ^nec^fl^i^ 
both for thy fatisfaftion,^ and for. my 
own% — . 

** I thank thee for the aflurance that 
thOu wiflieft me to fliare thy honours; 
but does d^ wlA arife ftorn^ icra^Ious 
obfervaftce of- thy promife> or frQni*;iiaf' 
aflfeaiou which fir ft diluted thy yoWs?^ 
TJic ftep thou haft taken is a proa#' oP 
tfey principles^ but riot of thf "^li^ 
naents. Zilla cotdd' nevdr- d^^ i^ 
honqur <^ Ra&}$u ; but is fh« ^itt^d oF 
his love? ' ' '^ 

" Attcod to. me, O ^nijce| ./^feft 
thi:0i^ ofA^iS^ish evea ^rg&^^M '^ 
' . by 
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b]r tby YiTtiQiiot^ has no'diarte^^ 
if ite phffB nrhkii i> ioncer flattop it]^«2 
ifdf mtk {xxfiefling isr thqr farcafl: is .noi 
lon^r intne. Coirfuk idqrrelf; fcAeO. 
vhctticT' i tl^e ^obcumflaoccsMfhich cdiU 
ftrainfid] dte) dunng a iiim> tQiakabsfi 
the faitre&i'roniiiianciedib^ mjir' fithf^ 
did not hMoor an iSufien: liliBlk vh^^s^ 
t^Mr,. in. tke inid& c£ the icr]Ou& and imk 
portant fenes in which thoir. haft;i]9fifla> 
lince engaged^ the image of Zilia has 
irivariaWy-prefented itfelf totty mettioiy. 
Haft thou the fime fentinhtotS' from 
which we fomctknes deriv^'the Kighefif 
feficitjr, and ofien^d\e nioft anxiovis'lbli- 

r * r # * ft 

cittide, when wandering beneaA thefe 
lofty pahn trees that overlook the ptains 
of Abiflinia, and the diftant mouhtams 
whence the Nile derives its fowce, thou 
wouldft' often fay that joy,- pleafure, and 
content were in this foitrefi, arid attbe* 
• - M 6 yond 
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yond ks walls was a Taft'defett, or attou* 
btcd ocean i Was not diis 31ufion> Raflc-* 
ks ? Haft thou not found in chat deier^ 
fiowets not qdOTatcd by the hand of 
Z&; in that troubled ocean, harbours 
not fiarmed, by her care 2 Ia die roidft of 
thy iiifieriagsiy haft thou wUhedto pour 
diy griefs into her faithful bofixn? Haft 
diou at leaft diougbt her wordiy of thy 
confidence?' 

*' If the emotions of diy heart im^ 
p^ed thee to fummon Zilia to the court 
of Gonthar, ihe will obey their flim- 
o>onsi ihe wUl accept happinels and Raf- 
felas; but if flie owes this meflage to diy 
£>rmer proniife> ihe will irrevocably re* 
fign herielf to retirementj, to dUlant ad* 
miration of thy virtues^ and to prayers for 
thy profperity: Railelas^ thou art freer 
whatever is d)y aniwer^ I Juiow it will be 
t . - diaatcd 
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diAated \Sf tnich,' akd rectived'vrtih gra< 
titiJde/' • 

1 

It i» impoflible to ddcribe die ien&* 
tions with which RaOelas read Ah leber; 
Had his regard for 2ilia fuflfered any 
changCi it would have revived ^ery 
tender thoughts biit die impreflkui 
which her v irtues had made on hiin> was 
not capable of diminution. He loved her 
with unabating fondneis and unfhaken 
conftancy: he fe]t and applauded the 
delicacy of her iendmentSj and tnune(&- 
ately difpatched the iame flaves to the 
Ibrtrefsj with letters to Amalj^is and 
Zilia that fufficiendy aflured them how 
neceflary to his happinefi was their 
ipeedy arrival He took care diat a 
ftronger guard ihould accompany theie 
attendants^ as he foppofed the defe£Uon 
of his meflengerj during their former 

journey^ 



treacherous communicadon 'with, jj^g 
Turks: he had long ferioufly refle£ked 
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zf:: "in ncrl^of.:: OM il I jo.; hi.. I n\ 

fojifupuce.'.atid irnegul^viiqK; jQ^ die • dfficersi 
^ ; mea. ^ytte infii&iiibdc i aflii6»tdutr 

then itehrArepnMyfad:i.';lHer'fflbifc(^ 
ff4i7:>iHtiK^expfa(icfiso£jthtK\viui-.^ - i 

While Rafielas waited die anfwer of 
di6. U^jt^ ]!)€ applkd iasiflelfi witbi iin- 
..,;;. I*. remitting 
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remitdiig vigilance tx> the forming of 
an armf. He found manj obftacles^ 
aiiiing frotn the anardiy and confufion 
which had htdf reigned in Abiflinia : his. 
former inftrufBons were fiegleded; but 
he had not loft the affedion of the 
troops; and what wffl'not iixiiidby at-^ 
tsun when aflifted bjr power ^ Me ibon 
fek the £duttf]r dk€t& of his refokidoii* 
TfartfTfirkiiharmyf intimidated bf the 
im p fo ti i ig' forces of RddHsisy bedune 
more conrteoiis and !€&- -n^bious ; yeC 
ftiil he impatkndy wiihed their remoratf 
from his doiimnioiis; ftaring left^ their 
waiicof (fifoipline fliotdd infeft his army, 
and tbek nuagnificeince and luxury renew 
» . defire for diat lipletidoiir>. which bad 
beea carried to the moft reprehcnfii4e 
height during the reign of his father. 

He was fooa made h^^py by ithe. 

arrival 
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arrival of Amalphis and Zilia. Cbnvin- 
ccd of the' fentimcnts of Raflelas, flic no 
longer hefitated to accompany her father 
to Gonthar. They wefe received amidft* 
the acclamations of ^ a people who con-' 
fidered the felicicj^- of f heir fovereign as., 
their own- A day was fixed for the ce- 
lebration of the marriage, which was to 
take place immediately on the expira-' 
tron of the firft mentis* mourning fot' 
the late eAiperor;' 't)iha[rb4s''and Nc^| 
fcayah had a more' particular' fhare in the* 
general joy. ' Raflelas willingly beftdw-' 
ed his filler on' his friend and benefaflor, 

and appoanted ' the TaAie time ' for their, 
union, - ^ ^ .: ; , _ j .j-i 






He now told Amalphw that his iii- 
temions were to follow his counfels in 
^1 'that regarded ' the military depart- ;' 
mcnt, and conferred pn hinx the fuprem^e 

commapd 



conjjp^ in his jwipy. " I chcerftjfly 
accept^" Xaid the ^yenciablc ehi^, " the 
cmplaymeixt with which my fovcrciga 
hpnpurs ipe, aivi I hope, by the per- 
formance.qf my d^ty, qot to, prove un- 
worthy of fuQh diftinftion ; -yet let not 
Raflel^ follow 43liq(]Jy my coun&U; let 
him confylt this own te^Qn, v^d that pf 
other men who iy)ay have equal expcri- 
cnqp With myfelG blft who have not had 
the.gopd forturie xp be knowx^ tp their* 
foyercign^ Wko <?ja.fUt.ter bimfclf that 
he is devoid of parti^ity ? I havq, k is 
trujET, during my joyth, livc^^ myck i|i 

fined to one fpot, I mull have naturaljiy 
Icflcncd my general experience in the 
difcrimioa^ioQ pf chara<5l:err dnd -XMy 
have .^OCliRd ^ofe arqund ca>e mo^ 

'.' ,. .. feel. 
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feel, that when I feek for officers of me- 
rit, my thoughts will fcarcely (tray be- 
yond my garr ifim ; therefore r might not 
only commit injuftice with relpedk to 
many of'wKole worth I am ignorant, out 
likewiie do irreparable injury to your 
fcrvic^, ^f ,1 was to ^ndeii^I^e .^.4i^z 
tribution of .employments, . 



» t » 



5* .This province mote properly bcr 
li 

ftuds; with.unremitting dilieence/! , 
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C HA P. XXXtX. , 

RASSELAS TAKES A VIEW OF THE. XIGIS- 

r ; . ' ' * <.* ' V ^.. •' ■ ,» ' I 

LATURE OP ABISSINrA, ., 

T ft ,. • . , 

npHE fultan fent an ambaflacfor to 
Raflelas in ' return ; and, wlule he 
congratulated him on his acceOipn, to 
the throne, 'and "proiffilea to recall hij 
forces, he prppoied ^ treaty of alliance, 
flie terms of which wer^ highly, injuribas 
to the honour and- intereft of AbiffiniaJ 
The fultan demanded, in virtue of this 
alliance, the ceifion of a confiderable 
port in the Red Sea, which had long 
been the objedt of Turkifh ambition> 
and was not only the greateft mart of 
Abifiinian commerce, but the beft fafe- 
guard of the coails. This propel had 
been nuidc to the late eoiperotj vha> 
•7 A ■• ' by 
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h^:. die. Jntdgues « of .^his '4nintftdpsy> ^9 
Headyi. led. tp accept: kylm^ oMiiidera-t 
tion of a large fum -offered by the Tp^l^ 
if he had not been timely prevented by 
the refoeliiehr^f his -i&ass. The liego* 
mdonijiad J3een broken oflFybut a plea 
was ftill left' for the fultan toi Kn^a/r it. 



1.1 . 



Hafielaa received the ambailadbr with 

d^mty>:and anfweieddum widi firmnefe: 

he. to}d hipii^* he cw^ not* confcbus.of any 

obligation^ to the iubBin whkhjcQi^ m* 

tb6rize Aich domati^ 1 . dxii he nenbtinced' 

^^aofic thatlwas nottofbcfonheSnh^ 

footing of equality i cbtf het khew* not 

what might have been his father's mo- 

tivte for enteriflgf infta fiich negotiation ; 

biit/tbdt> b hpiipt^d9n^ u-^k)iildifa0.nb: 

k&v'ab)(fe& than; ifanpc^ic: to: bcconie* 

tributary ! td * a : inair, [whofc afliftancne;' ho 

l;|dd !nmber dke^^ son indireiSUyisdw&t; 

ed. 



z6t .<!mtULlLBXB/,A^V^AI/ai' ) 

tdr aiM^.wHafe < idtehtionsy atutheyj^ ap^' 
poHtdnfeDmi hxsr deiSMUids^ icahefeUipft att 

..T^fae iUibaflauE^r had ordeM^ioi ci6J 
aoimoe 'wir, in cafe dfna:^ refirfU^': boo 
Dinarbai^; who :felr1 hikniiBlf iStt\ ibiiNf 
meafure the caule of this difputCj and 
ydhoi wbus^rmq^^b^fihorianftdbarof 
the ffdiah oin^this^6tesfi0h>! Was.attaciRil 
to <hirh>bp^' tfae> tks e^ vhaabur^. r^ueft^ 
edy> siiidy' thbu^ widbdiffitultys obcaiikld 
peatittum' oi Radlelsei'ta'acicabfplafK^^iM^ 
ambaffiKici^' anB^^make a^liftl&toM^ bif 

dir mmd^bf lis iMiflefaAM. : ' ' r • ^^ 

'•• . . 

. Riifieiaa^ ia'tM fman:^ time; ^^di ti«s) 
adUfathte o& Ainaiphiaj ; |)ref)liml -ftt^ ^ar! 
with ax Ia£tivit7 i&u: 'abrtnedr th€' IHirkifiil 
^a^fii^dkifeitkided .fridiiiro thtif :eam{%* 
aodM&cqied'rfJditrto fipar bcingjattackbd,) 

' s than 
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t 

than to'haVe any intKnatioh td commence 
hoftjlities. ' f 



■ He did^riot neglect tlit civil* part of 
government : he found thie tribunals fub- 
je6t' to mjurtice, tWnVturar cdnlequenci^ 
of that dUatbrmrfsy^ilch gives room for 
prefadice to bias the minds of. thofe 
ttiagiftfat^s who likve lefs penetration than 
ftudy, while the greater number have not 
^en the merit of endekvouring to difi 
tinguifh right froHi wrong, but bhndljr 
fSl ih with die bplnion pf others to avpid* 
tte trouble' of thinking for thcniiclves. 
l^aflelas took all poflible meatis to ob* 
viate, in ,a temporary mannlbr, thefc- 
evils, by pardoning the condemned, 
when there was . the leaft probability, 
of innocence ; while he app^ed himfclf . 
fcrioufly, with the aflSftancc of' the moft 
eminent for learning and reditude, to 

form 
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form a code of laws, which mis:ht for 
the future rather prevent crimes dian 
chailife them^ and have equal power 
over the. magiikate and the^ accuied. 
Tills moft arduous and n>6fl: efTential 
part of legiflation at firft alarmed him, on 
account of the labyrinths in which, he 
found himfelf iavplved ; yet, on examining 
the fubjeft more c\ok\y, he believed it far 
lefs complex than he had firft imagii^ed*. 
Virtue and vice, right and wrong, are, 

» 

when, truly, confidered, impolTible to be 
miftaken : fophiflry and prejudice may 
caft a veil over their features, but can 
riot totally conceal thehi ,from him who 
fceks for juftice and truth i and fuch was 
Rafielas. He therefore found few ob- 
ftactes in framing laVs for criminal judi- 
cature, arid when he had once eftablifhed 
them, he was firm to enforce their exe- 
cutioni their tenor was lenient, but it 



J 
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mtk die m^insher* of tsnoBrs d^xgmitt^d in ^^ 
^knoaioBii. ; !iAt dio.^ixm ami ili^ ^MAOd 

•might ftocmAf-jarikBmt^^&fhis-M^&i^ 
Ifrom .deibuAiye xiutattrrjr^ :^ part of 
luftsoc bdoag nttswaUy jn^irivied lit m«fc 
perplexities^ and le& fdi^ft to efiidoiioa 
Happily the Abiflinians were not great- 
ly addifted to thefe purfuits, which arc 
rather the confequence 'of the dege- 
neracy of a nation once civilized, than 
the remains of priftine barbarifin ; and 
Raffelas not only took care that tefta- 
ments and laws ihould be as clear as 
poffible, but difcouraged every thing that 
tended to introduce litigious enquiries; 
and, being convinced that intereft was 
generally the promoter of thefe mifchiefi, 

N he 
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he indaftrioufljr placed inagiftrates in fiidi 
a fituadon as to be^ if poflifole^ iaacceffible 
to hibeiy s whifej as die lunplkity of the 
bi¥5 pot it in the power of every man to 
pkad (or hsniel^ there could . be. .'no ex*^ 
tenor influence, fiich as he had ofaferred 
in other countries, among the lower offi- 
cers of juftice, to breadie the flame of 
difeord into weak mkids from modvcs 
^intereft and avarice.' 



I ! 
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C H Ar P. XL. 

PRIZSTS AT COURT. 

J^EKAYAH had not forgotten the 
wife and good Elphenor, with 
whom ihe fo often conveifed during 
her refidence at the fortrefs: fhe en- 
treated her brother to fend for him to 
court: " His piety," faid fhe, ** will 
afiift our devotion, and his charity direft 
our benevolence. I have obfcrved, with 
concern, that your palace is filled with 
men who, under the venerable garb of 
priefthood, are not only fubjed to every 
pallion of the courtier, but are even the 
g^eat fprings that fet in motion all the 
petty intrigues and invidious cabals that 
infcfl the dwelling of princes : fome who, 

N 2 without 
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«7ithout a bkifli^ five in opc^ contempt 
of thofe maxims which they arc obliged 
to inculcate,, ^ofe ofteacacion vies with 
die dignity of the prince, and whofe 
gaiety, not to % fibcrtiftifiiri, equals 
that of your emirs, and of the officers of 
your gtrards. Thtfe arc indeed gi^wfy 
lioitful to rcKgiorti for, Aough their 
precepts are gtrod, Acre is a want rf 
tx^Lxnpit to tmorct tJiemj yet thefe 
hsLV^ often charity and often talents, and 
appear fefe dangerous than Aeir bfe* 
thren erf* another ckfs, who edify ^ 
people whJi *e exterior <i( rigid viitu^ 
and warm devottou. Mho, alike mA 
iheh: ary rivals, wifh for ddpotic m^ 
Buence, and who pufftie it by ck3ffoi 
and therefore mone deftWdHvc method: 
rfiefe' arc the men moft to be feaml yttid 
all are furely xmwoithy of the flsetton 
tftejr enjoy. Wc -have need of feme 

pious 
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pious man who may regulale the dvf iiet 
of devotion, and reform the maiijf ^ufes 
mtroduced : fuch s^ one, as: I have ^ten 
told you^ is to be founS ia Elphowr : 
his humiUty is not M be tainted by this 
air pf infeS:ioi^ and his iviitdGm .aai 
piety are only cqualkd. by his /exjpcari-* 
«nce.." 

^ Nekajrabr' dbiwerud |lafl(das> i' I 
Jtnow the re&itude g£ t^y heart, nad the 
purity of thy inoentibn^i I confrfs that 
greftt abufea kave been ^turodoicod mo 
the paraftioca of woftfliipi^ Md. greater 
ftitt antoDg the miniftet^i but l&avens 
peoteft nv5 from ever er ofting niyfiplf in?- 
feoi a jtidge of religious caufesi To TOv£t 
the fkephttg denaon of fanaticifin ia mf* 
dominions, would be the greateft error 1 
GDukl commit in adminiftration i tkis nvuft- 
inevitably be the cafe, were I to attempt 

N 3 ^ a reform 
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a reform by authoritative meafures: every 
command would be conlidered as an 
innovation^ every regulation would be- 
come a fource of controverfy. In all 
civil, all moral confiderations, contro- 
verfy is ufefiil; it maintains indepen- 
dency of ipirit, and difiufcs light over 
a nation; but in matters of religion, 
it is the moft dangerous of fiends. All I 
mean to do, and all I can do with 
prudence, is to give, as fiir as human 
frailty will admit, the example of unaf- 
fcdted conftancy ia the duties of piety ; 
to difcountenance equally diflipation and 
fuperftition in the minifters of the altar ; 
to choofe for the higher ofBces, thofe of 
thei moft unblemilhed principles, and to 
exclude all from any influence in civil or 
political affairs. As for Elphenor, of 
whom I believe what you have told 

me. 
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me, I will, in confequence of that be- 
licjfi promote him to one of the fii-ft dig- 
nities* of his. profcffion, where his exam- 
ple and his precepts may enlighten and 
improve the diftrid committed to his 
care j but I am perfuaded, when my 
fifter reflefts, Ihe will agree with me, that 
more cannot, and ought not to be ex- 
pe6led from a man of his fiinftion. 

In confequence of this determina- 
tion, a meflage was diipatched to the 
fortrefs, inviting Elphenor to court, 
and affuring him of. the intentions of 
the emperor in his favour, from a 
convidtion of the good which he would 
difFufe in a fituation of more exten- 
five influence. This mandate was ac* 
companied by a letter from Nckayah, 
in which Ihe returned him thanks for 
the confola;tion he had afforded her by 

N 4 his 
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his vlfits at the fctrtrcfe, and cxprelfed 
her dfefiie of ficcing hhn. a -liWttKfs <)f 
her haj^inefsr as he had been af her 



1 
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CHAP. Xll. 

. HISTOKY OF KLPHfiNOR. 

J 

^ H E meflengcr foon Returned tgi 
Nekayah with the following; let- 
ter. 

*• THINK not, moft efteemed Wy I 
that I am infenfible of the honour which 
your rpyal brother would cottfe^ on me, 
or of the* kindnefs with which ^ you rt^ 
pay whftt was merely a- di^ty, oonfeling: 
^rtue m alKftion*- 

*V Neither (uppofc me MgkOM of 
injr facred miniftry, if I deciine j6 nd in 
a more extenfive fphere, whctie tieiiWiv» 
might blefs ipy^ end§avgui$ wiiiti diOfullog. 
good oyer » amplgr fpaa. t^ thc^nw** 

»oW.lii3ttit$ gf lijiiipjrir^ . ^ 

N 5 " BeHeve 
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** Believe me, princefs ! neither indo- 
lence nor ingratitxide prevents me from 
accepting this fplendid ofFen Vouchfafe 
to perufe my hiftory : it . is neither long 
nor eventful : I did not choofe to relate 
it during your ^'refidence here; your 
iriind then required rather to be calmed 
than agitated by adventitious impref- 
fions. 

** I am defcended from no ignoble 
&mily i and followed the example of my 
forefathers, by fervmg the emperor in 
the field : I was crowned with conqueft 
in a fuccefsful engagement, and fhould 
probably have continued the puriuit 
cf military honours, had it not been for 
a calamity, the remembrance of which 
ttmc has never been able to efface, I loved 
and was beloved s — but, at the moment 
iawlHcb I was to have been united to 

^ the 

« 
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the ofajeft of tny afieftion, an awful 
e^eot ftsparated us — a fiafh of lightning 
rjedujced ^ rny biidt: to a(hes as fhe receiv- 
ed pmy vows at the altar.— I will not ex- 
pac^te on fo dreadful a circumftance^ 
but leave the heart of Nekayah to 
judge of my feelings. After a long con* 
Bi£t between deipair and refignadon, I 
(ought conjblatiqf) in vifiting and com- 
forting thjs afflicted : I embraced the 
facred miniflry^ and have coniecrated 
my life to , Heaven^ which forbade me 
to feek a refuge in the grave. 

" I have been repaid for my fufFerings 
by the bteiling conferred on my endea^ 
vours : the flocks of which I am become 
the (hepherd^ love me, and find in my 
ad^ce a refburce againft mortificationt 
and adverfity. Let thofe, who have» 
from. choice a}one^ dedicated thcmfelves 

N 6 to 



to die imfinedkfie ferrke of thJE^ Ditri- 
fliCf^ be pMiftoied to Ae fti^eme (fig-^ 
Rides <^ our order : in me k ^o«il^ be dM 
fieiglc of kigrratude to iibMdon fhsr 
Aitf^ wftkh hfts been fb li9fi^ tfie enif 
^ viscioR of my foitows. 

" ^ F hare not always, it » tvat^ re- 
mained in ifee date of tranqtrillFty m 
irfcich yotr fbtind me : my mind natu- 
faSf aethrc, and my ^Intion once 
bonndefi, kd me at firft to ieek fame 
and to deafen by ttsmtrft ifce roice of 
ffliction. I endeavoured by my elo- 
qnence to dillmguifli myiHf at Gomhar, 
and nrrigjht tJien have obtained the ho- 
nours wbkh you now - offer me j but, 
after v^ewii^ the ^lencfid foene, 1 fcKxtA 
it more dazdSng thai real : I difc«i^red 
that it would not make we amends 
fef tlie letcnity I jmsft ttliA^fi^. I 

fck 
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feit' that my natural iknSAihtf nigjtt^ hi 

a narrower' fpkeoc^ be jtiirned to cbe CQn<<i 

$Dbtioii of thafe indbridnals^ who fiiouU 

ftsnd in need of ntf afflftancd, biit dutf^ 

a lieott^ bteftcd bjr inisfoitunr, «ras not 

c^pobte of gsfsit purfiKts, and that txn^ 

ierntk <mdd never hsLppHy be dxchaa^ 

ged fiv ambition. ^ X letireil to tfab 

&»t2Be6> where I haTr paftd near totf 

a oendfly. Can 1 abandon my.chil* 

^ci!i> when fpy ^^ ^^ ^Y decfimtig 

bcafeh require that I fliould I0& no tkiM 

in ghring thtmi proofs of lany affeftion ^ 

If my prayers csin afail, I offer thcni 

1^ fincerdy fi>f ithe prq^ierity of my 

foy)ereign> . f^ that of Nekayah^ ■ and of 

Din^rbajs.^Tiiis youi^ hcro^ has ertt 

been thr o^gcd of -my regard : I waurhdt 

hk growiog vFTCues : I once thoti^ht 

they west > reCfonpenAid by a gloriom 

death. 



/^ 
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death) before he iiad known, imsfomme. 
I now fee they 2iXt rewarded in a difib- 
cent manner: it has pleafed Heaven, 
diat he ihould. contriBute. t20\ the 'pre«- 
fervation of his country, .and that he 
fliould be crowned with glory and w^ 
love: few,' very few, can hope for fb 
Angular a blefling I May you both Idng 
enjoy it ! and ever recall - to your me- 
mory, ^ that Heaven . feems . to . have 
particularly diflinguiihed you, becauft 
your pafliohs were' made fubfervient 
to the voice of reaibn^ and virtue! 
May you, as the greatefl: felicity I 
can wi(h you> be taken both at the 
lame inftant, to the blifsful habita- 
tions of permanent fec^rity ! For, m 
the midft of traii^^t, ^ckayah muft 
remember that all happineis in this 
world is traniitory; except virtue, a^nd^ 

that 
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that while ihe retains her ftea4y at- 
tachment to that heavenly guide, ihe 
can want no earthly diredbor to point 
out to her the celeftial enjoyments of 
piety and beneficence/* 



C«AP« 
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CHAP. XLII. 
THE uTiLrry of learning.- 

^r^HE cares of government had too* 
much engrofled Raffelas to permit: 
hira to enjoy, as formerly, the converfation 
of Imlac and the iaftronomer : one evening,, 
as thefe were aflcmbled with Nekayah,, 
2ilia> and Pekuah, in a fmall palace of 
the emperor, the gardens of which over- 
looked the river, Raflelas joined them,, 
with Amalphis. 

•* You are n^t to think,, my friends," 
faid the monarch, ** that your fociety is lefi 
dear to me than formerly, or that my heait 
is lefs fenfiMe of the charms of literary 
and focial converle. I have found an em- 
pire in fuch confulion, that every branch 
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of its^QWrr¥l»^«t de«>ari(^ Mbipediatc at-* 
tentton ^ but I hQf>e k wUl iwir be long- 
before I may ag^in enjoy the deligbtsL I' 
have ever found »i yQur.oompBuay.i I- 
fhall JUoewifc Kcquvre, your affiflancefof the 
bepeik of my fufcs^dsi .you have tafcm& 
tabe u&folj apd a loijg intcrcojarfci with 
^u ]fkav cpQviiec^ii ^e (hac c^yoor. hcarti 
^fp Wi^nart iAr ey^: yirtUDw ,puHbit. You 
^§j^ i^tiiAUSf/mistfd vrkh #iqr hotfiOJis. on 
^ qggeffity i of JbMJiingi idia^&ttc:. the 
Abiffinians in general .WMiiiekker acute- 
nefs nor application^ but their ftudies have 
beefi[3iithertb wrong direfted : as a proof 
of this, we KaVe only to corifider the fa- 
riious libraries, which are the foijrce of 
vanity to our nation, ancf of envy to our 
]ie^bi>urs. Of wiicit are they clnf&y com^ 
ppiai?, Qf )DQaiK4iprip|$i wjbkh h^ye .i)0^ 
9ther rmerk $)isup! ^ chim ef dubiaiiis ^* 
tifffitff i., W«i(ip& on jaqrfliGftl 4«v^c)tpj:Qi^. 

judicial 
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judicial aftrology, and ann&Is of nations, 
from whom we can gain little inftruftion, 
becaufe they were not further advanced 
than purfehrcs. I know, Imkc, you al- 
ready hear me with impatience, and would 
except, in- my general ccnfure, the beauti- 
ful and affe6ting paftorals compofed by 
the wandering Arab, ifrom the view of 
fimple nature, and the ideas analogous to 
his. ftate of life 5 rbut dicfe, yQuwill yoiHv 
fclf confcfs, do not much' • intiprovc the 
learning of a people/* 

. *' If they do ijqt immediately ipflPCpvc 
the learning," anfwered Imlac, " they 
form thetafte, which I hold to be a jcoa-^ 
fiderable ftcp towards it." ^ , 

«T too," laia We aftronomer, « ratift 
Ipfeak in favour of ^p^rt'Af^your- libra- 
ries, <:of\fifting of nuriiberfife - volurties 
which jwnov* 'that thfc pfev'dlmibhs of tht? 
• ':, planets* 
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planets, and the divifion of the ftars into 
conftellations, were known to the ancients, 
and that modern aflronomy is rather a re- 
vival than a difcoverjr, perhaps even an 
imperfeft revival. Probably thefe remain- 
ing trcafurcs of antiquity may not be fuf- 
ficient to explain to us wholly the fyf- 
tem of the heavens; had diey been fb, 
the fages, who examined them, would 
have been capable of putting an end 
to the doubts w|iich ftiU arife amidft 
our moft penetrating enquiries. But they 
convince us of the application and^ re- 
fearches of former ages j they lead us tor 
wifli for a knowledge of the produftions 
of times ftill more remote, and to accdtn- 
pany that wiih with endeavours to invef^ 
tigate die origin of a fcience, foqnded, it 
is true, on nature and obliervation, but 
not fufceptible of perfedion withou t^gtieat 
labour and asftomQiing peHpicacity . I .do 

not 
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not rvmuf from tlocts/tx) infer, that aftrono* 
X^, though one of the noblefl: of iltidies^ 
defervfs th« immediate attsendoa of a noo- 
mr^ who haa to fbtm an infant nation: 
there are other p^ite of the rmd^eeMtks 
far nnore efientiai> £br irhtch pobUe maf- 
ters fbouk) be eftabbiihed : foch are the 
mcchafocs, hydnoilics^ mA in ikon ever]P 
thing tbdt CDnbibiifes to introijkiee fim- 
pHcity in the cwftrn^tiQii of imcfainev to 
i^are iabow* alid to iii^MPOve.agficidiure : 
aU vrhkh advimiages caa no c^ernfe be 
at^nineds than by n knowledge of the 
QiatheiMdai.'^ 

<^ L0id}I be aiwijn ready/^ AAfWered 
RaSetat^^ ^ to promoce m my dDoiintofifi 
ihe ftudy of the Ddienceii aind» though thy' 
«Md<;ft]F iM been fptriog c^ pndfe to thf 
fiiwuiite <KAte»nptetioRij I fiiatt not be 

thou 
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thou haft long known my veneration for 
learning: no inftru^tion equals that ob- 
tained by the ptrtifal of hiftory -, but how 
far doft thou think this ftudy fhouki be 
carried by the generality of mankind? 
Afe R^t . moft mtu devoted do jsials their 
lives Hi one ipcn ; and is «ot tke ibiftory 
cf their «wa i:ouiitry^ if >(be^ mdaa tf<> be 
i^e&A to it, the oidiy one s»ccfSmf fbi 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

THE SAME StBJECT CONTINUED. 

'* T AM far from being of that opi- 
nion," faid Imlac, ^' he who would 
confine his knowledge to one particular 
kingdom, would fancy it, as experience 
often Ihews us, fuperior to every other, 
and confequently think nothing could 
be added to its advantages: his ideas 
thus reftrained would be incapable of 
forming extenfive defigns or plans of 
general utility. We cannot learn how to 
aft in the various circumftances of life, 
without confiderihg various examples, 
and how can we find all thefe in the li- 
mited boundaries of one country ? We 
muft have very litde judgment if we can- 
not difcriminatc thofc parts of hiftory 

which 
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which are applicable to our fitiiadon"; 
andi though we would not be Romans at 
Conft^umnople, or Abifiinians at Venice^ 
we. Qnay> even from oonditions diredlf 
opp^fice to our owiij gain xoftniftion and 
improv^ixlent^ as we receive by refledtion 
^e^ht of die fun> when its rays are dl- 
Mj9;ed to the n^oon. : General hiflx>ry is 
therefore, in my opinion, ufeflil to all, and 
for this purpofe it is ncceifary to have a 
torripetcnt knowledge of different lan- 
guages, widiout which wt are obliged to 
fee through the falfe mediuni of tranHa- 
tion J or, what is ftill worfe, to rely im- 
plicidy on the faith of our own hiftorians. 
The Abiflinians have few works of thFs 
nature, and even if they had many, it is 
moft probable they would be infeded 
with the iaipne ; pardalil^ and prejud}f:es, 
^which we find, in the voluipes of other 
nations* The only n^ftfaod of difcovering 

- ' truth 



fxmAk is to con^ir'iladkdiffcitAtiiuirm- 
niom s «!D {lody die dlua«6faesr (tf^- pe^f>fe 
^icfiibed» jsod of die >autli|ii- ^^ ^b^ 
itribet tfacait^ HX' etneit ioaythair-r^ie^. 

cwfeLim td be 4ed aftrftf 4SsAf£^ by :^ 

sopReddoji >^imh our 'K^im fyftem^ aSi^ ilkV 

*' Poetry, as- it teaches ,tba kiiowip^ 
of. the heart, and ^v^Pps , t^ jpowers of 
the imagination^ is not* -pnly pjeafiflg, h)ii 
inftruftiye in -the jgr«a( f^udy^f morality^ 
the rncrft reffential oC aU, tt^ to wl^ich all 
learning tends, aa^ wilhQut: wbifik learii^ 
ins is of no avail." , 5 . 

' '«I am'petffcffly petfii&dicdl,"' replied 
Jfejrifclasi ''tlmt"<RichisfcWtrc,-^d](ildi 
■«fte' 'niceflky ' df learning' to pcflifir ; the 
JDiamiers, and ri&Sy'- tlic pnnciphrt'dP a 
K nation^ 
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aation, that I fli^U ever confider it as my 
duty to encourage all men of letters, and 
to diftinguilh more particularly with my 
proteftion thofe, who by their talents and 
affiduity have acquired the glorious pre- 
eminence of enlightening, and improving 
their feUow-citizcns/' 

Amalphis finilcd at the expreffion of 
Raflelas, which Imlac obferving, faid, " I 
fee Amalphis is not of opinion that men 
of letters are always the promoters of 
learning, if I am not miftaken in the in- 
terpretation of that fmile." 

** You are right Imlac," faid Amal* 
phis, ^*I honour and efteem men of let- 
ters, while they retain that charafter ; but 
when they make their talents fubfervient 
either to bafe adulation, or to the rage of 
party, they lofc all their merit in my 
cyefii befides, their petty jealoufies arc 

O more 



L 



i 
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tnore difgraccfol than thofc of women, 
becaufc we always exped that fomc 
philoibphy and elevatioa of thought 
fhould be &uik} in thole miads that 
have been cukivated by iludy' and in- 
ftrudion : I may fafely fay this to yoti, 
Imlac, whofe pen has neither flattered nor 
infulted, and who have only known envy 
by being the objeft of it." 

*' I hope in feme meafore,** faid Raf- 
felas, " to guard my literary fubjedts 
againft the practice of adulation, by 
fliewing them it would be loft on me; 
and I may perhaps diminifh the fuehof 
cnvyi by giving equal, encouragement to 
thofe who. equally deferve. If envy 
could, be deftroyed,. fatire and malevo^ 
lence would be unknown ^ for no man 
takes pains to diipraife him, from whom 
ixe fears no competition: but, if an 

angd 
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angel reigned in Abiflinia, he could not 
remedy this evil, and all mjr endea- 
vours will only fervc to palliate what 
can never be eradicated. 

" There is another circumftance which 
Amalphis might have remarked, and 
which only his partiality to me has omit- 
ted. Moft fovcreigns, who have been 
particularly attached to letters, have given 
themfelves wholly up to the delightful 
leddftibri^ and' have neglected their coun- 
dl-chartiBer and their camp, for their 
dofet and their^ library. Hd who facrifices 
his time, even to innocent pSjrfuits, when 
they call him off from his duty, is cri- 
minal; but he is praift worthy when he 
makes thele purfuits ttod to the great 
objcft which he muflr ever keep in view. 
I muft therefore feduloufly arm myfelf* 
againft the charms of mufic, painting, 

O 2 fcujpture. 
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fcqlpturc, and archite£lure, the embelKlh* 
ments of life, the delight of rational 
minds/ and aftive imaginations, A mo- 
narch fhould in this imitate the fun, 
whqfe rays beftow colour and radiancy on 
tbe flowers which ipring up beneath his 
influence, but who Hops not his fiery 
chariot to contemplate dieir beauty, left 
he Ihould endanger the fafety of the uni- 
verfe, to which it is his eilcntial office 
to communicate light ;ind heat. Such 
ihould be the conduct of the prince j in 
tliis, as m many things, lefs happy than 
his fubjefts^ who may innocently employ, 
their hours to attain perfedbion in what- 
ever* ftudy they have made their peculiar 
choice, wh^e he fhould have a general 
knowledge of all, without facriflcing his 
life to any b particular, however u&ful 
or pleafing," 

CHAP. 
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C H A I^. XLIV. 

EDUCATION.' 

» 

*^ T HAVE been liftcning attentively 

to all your converfation/' faid Pe- 

•kuah, ** and nothing but my refpeft for 

the emperor would have kept me from 

interrupting Amalphis, when he Ipoke in 

fo cohtcmptuous a manner of the jealou- 

lies of women. Our fovereign thinks the 

'conduft of the patron may increafe, or 

diminifh the envy that fubfifts between 

' men of letters, and I am perfuaded thdt 

the jealoufy of wotnen is ' fomented by 

the influence of men." 

**^I believe/'^anfwered Amalphis, *^that 
none are more fenfible of the merit of wo- 
men than the military- man, who can beft 

O 3 defend 
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defend them, and who, if he has any good 
principles, will be tender of thei^ honour 
becaufe he feels the nicety of his own* 
It is true, I fpoke with fonie contennpt of 
the jealoufy of women : whatever is the 
caufe, we know it equally, reigo? over the 
reclufe, whom we fliould fupppfe devoted 
to meditation, and the thougihtlefc, whom 
we might imagine bufijed only in gaiety* 
Caft your eyes on a company c^ da^iidfMn *, 
they hive* not to accufe oien of raMiag 
the p^ffipn of envy by flattery, yet never 
does it operate more forcibly than in their 
infant breafts : all caufes are capable of 
bringing tp light this fata) evil with thofe 
in whom it is unfortunately inherent, and 
none but great minds are totally exempt 
from it. 

^' The good or the b%d difpofitions of 
women Ijave a very extenfive influence 

in 
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in fcciety, and could we be fo fortunate 
^ to. difcover the motives of what we call 
by the general name of caprice, we might 
probably lucceed in preventing the ef- 
fefts* Empires have been ruined by the 
jealoufies of women ; to them are owing 
many of the great revolutions that have 
decided the fate of nations ; and if we 
join to theirs the facerdotal influence, I 
fency we fliall prove that ftatcfmen and 
ccmijuerors -have <jften been fimply the 
machines put in motion by weak hahds^ 
and verfatile heads." 

" If women^** faid Imlac, ^' frequently 
do great hurt by interpofing in affairs 
which fcem foreign to their fex, how ufe- 
ful arc they when they turn their thoughts 
to the education of their children, and by 
thefe domeftic and natural cares provide 
faappinefs in fjture, not only for them- 

O 4 felves 
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felves but for their country I The firft 
impreffions are difficult to efface, and the 
firfl: impreffions are given by women; 
their miftaken tendernefs has formed 
cowards, and their capricious anger has 
reared up tyrants. If therefore they- de- 
ferve our cenfure for the -ill qualities 
which their children have imbibed fix)m 
them, let us not deny them our praiCbs 
for many of the virtues which make men 
an honour to their age and to dieir na* 
tion." 

** When I think on education/^ faid 
Raifelas, ^^ I wander in a labyrinth, from 
which I know not how to extricate my- 
felf, and yet every delay to purfuc this im- 
portant fubjedt feems to accufe me of cri- 
minal omiffion. From faulty or negle&ed 
education fpring the evils which I am 
labouring to correft at prefent, and which 

I would 
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I would endeavour to obviate for the fu- 
tiire. : : 

'' Private education, I believe, in gef 
neral, to be pernicious to men, bccaufe it 
is the way to perpetuate the failings of the 
race from one generation to another i for 
how can he teach wifely, who has not been 
wifely taught ? It feems more expedient 
that the public fhould form thofe by 
whofe fervice it is to be benefited — but 
what is the public ? It is a name without 
a determined idea, in which, though all 
individuals are interefled, few think them- 
ielves immediately concerned. If lb fmall 
a number of parents are found capable of 
educating their own children, are we to 
cxpeft that more attention will be paid to 
this duty by perfbns who have no tie for 
the performance of it> but that of general 
utility, or felfintereftr* 



O 5 . «The 
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<' The great advantagoes of public edu-s 
cation/' laid Imlac, '^ arc thefe : pr^^jp 
rules are formed, and blind tendemci^ is 
not likely to interfere with their execu- 
tion : the children have the benefit of 
reciprocal emulation, and of fome ipitiar 
tion into a knowledge of the world : thisj^ 
I own^ is too frequently attended by an 
early acauaintance with vice ; but could 
not thvi be remedied by a prudent choice 
of matters ? The grc^eft model of tl^is 
i[brt is the Lacedaemonian fchoql, which 
was imperfect only in what was iU-plan- 
;ied ^Tojoci the firft : the inftitution was ri-r 
goroufly followed, and therefore if wife 
rules are niadc, they can be ftridlly ob- 
ferved." 



cc 



I depend greatly on thee, Imlac," 

returned the prince, " for the formatipn. 

of fuch rules j diou haft not only read, 

X but 
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but feen much, and the great fault I have 
remarked in thofe who prefidc over the 
education of youth, is their total igno- 
rance of thofe fcenes for which they are 
td prepare their difciples." 



O 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLV. 

. FALSE PRETENSIONS TO KNOWLEDGE* 

*' A^ for myfelf,'' faid Pckuah, « I 
would willingly undertake to teach 
children what little I have myfelf attain- 
ed : I know no happinefs in knowledge 
without communication^ but I itiuft be 
permitted to chooie my fcholars : to in* 
ftruft thofe who have genius is delight- 
fulj but to drive ideas into minds incapa^- 
ble of making them ipread or fruftify^ is 
a torment which none but wretched pre- 
cepcors know." 

**Lady,*' faid the aftrojnomer^ "all 
are not fo happy in pupils as the Arab 
and myfelf; yet I know too well the 
fweetn^ of your temper not to believe 

you 
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you would think your pains well reward- 
ed, if diey fucccedcd in fixing the giddy 
to applicadon, or in enlivening the apa* 
thy of dulnefe.*' 

*« Such a talk/* interrupted Nekayah, 
^ is worthy of your beneficence and ta- 
lents, but I own myfelf of the opinion of 
Pekuah — ^who can make feathers folid, 
or lead elaftic ?** 

•* Madam,'* replied the aftronomer, 
^' though their qualides cannot be 
changed, they may be direAed to ulbiul 
purpofes/* 

« True,'* faid Amalphis, '' the fea- 
ther may, by being applied to the arrow 
guide its intended flights and the lead, 
formed into a Ihot, will reach the deftin- 
ed mark fi-om the mufket i this may be 
called their education, without which the 

feather 
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feather would have fluttered ufelcfs in the 
air, and the lead remained unheeded on 
the ground. The misfortune is, that 
weak and fordid minds are fometimes 
enq>loyed in great attempts -, to this fatal 
error we owe thoughtlefs or indolent 
ftatefmen, and tedious or delufive writers* 
It were much to be wiflied that fcrvilc 
offices could be left to mean capacities^ 
and that none (hould aft the firfl: parts on 
the great theatre of the wwld, but thofc 
who hav« talents to fill the charafter. AH 
men may be made u(eful> if riiey are 
placed in their proper ftation, and their 
faculties direfted to thofc purfuits of 
which they are moft capable/' 

*« As for utility," rcfumcd Imlac, 
•* few parents refleft whether the educa- 
tion which they give their fons, will make 

them ferviceablc to their country, or to 

their 
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their 'fcUcw crcatiurcs : they wtfh'iRat it 
may enable them to fhine in fociety, and 

, • » 

they early inlpire tihem with a defirfc of 
ftecwing all the learning of wittch they are 
peflfefled. ' As ranity has teen the^ mo- 
tive of his education, the fame di(pofi- 
tion attends the unfortunate youth through 
life : perhaps he finds himfelf unequal to 
fupport, without further fhidy, the repu- 
tation of that inftruftion which he pre- 
tends to have received : he therefore 
feeks the refource of nomenclature, fylla- 
busj and compilation, which keep him 
for ever immerfcd in ignorance and im- 
pertinence. 

" Such are the fteps of thofe who jffeft 
knowledge, members of fbciety far more 
infupportable than the ruftic or the trifler ; 
men who have no original ideas, no folid 
erudition, and yet rRix boldly with the 

learned. 
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learned^ while the7 impofe on tbe un^ 
taught. Even feiious application^ dili« 
gent ftudy, and found judgment muft 
wait loi^ in the ve(Hbule of learning, 
before they can be adnutiaed to her ianc- 
tuary." 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

THE CONVERSATION TURNS ON VARI- 
OUS MATTERS. 

1 M LA C here interrupted his dit- 
courfe, on perceiving that Raflelas 
was not liftcning to him, but that his 
thoughts were employed on fome idea 
which he feemed not unwilling to com- 
municate. 

" I was thinking," faid the prince, 
*' how miferable we fhoiild be, if Hea* 
yen was to grant us wjiat we have fomlr 
Jy dcfired at a former pejriod of oiir 
lives. Do you remember, while we were 
detained in £g}^t by the inundations 
of the Nile> that Fekuah, delighted 
with the convent of St Anthony^;, wilhed 

to 
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to be priorefs of an order of pioas 
maidens, and riierc fix her invariable 
refidence ? yet Pekuah is contented with 
the diverfity of life that has fincc been 
her lot, and would not, I fancy, be 
willing to relinquifh the court of the 
princefs, where her mind enjoys rational 
amufemcnt in the fociety of Amalphis, 
Imlac, and her aflronomical mftrudlori 
and where the livelinefs of her wit finds 
conftaat cxefcife ia the difi^nt groups 
that compofe the motly fcene in the 
manfion of a fovereign." 

*' Certainly,** anfwcred Pekuah, « I 
have at prefent no wHh for retirement; 
while I was lately imprifoned with the 
princefs in the valley, I often wondered 
how I (hould have ever defired to be- 
conic the inhabitant of a monaftcrv, and 
refleded where I could have found nuns 

whofc 
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whofc fociety would hsLvc been compara^ 
blc to that of Nekayahj and yet, even 
with rfiat fociety. fode^r to me, I longed 
to be again at liberty »" 

" And yx)i?, fiftcr,'^ laid Raffel^is, 
•* would you be gready delighted, if 
Heaven (hall make you diredrefs of a 
college of learned ladies; and would 
.you renounce the focidy ©f Dinarbas, 
and your friends, fi>r the pleafiire q{ 
.dilcpurfing with the^ ^^ged, and inSxxi&- 
ing the young ? As for myisify i wifhed 
for a little kingdom, and was exser ex- 
tendiag the limits of my/ fanoied domi- 
idons: I now find the goveimment of 
Abiffinia an arduous cafk, and :thougpi 
nothing ihould induce txic co i:ay>unce 
what .it is my duty to retain, I fee in 
4he friendfliip of Zilia, ^and die eftcem 
d* choie jtround me, die fbmQfiit of niy 

happinels. 
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happinefsj a happinefs totally indcpcji* 
dent cm the charms of royalty. Such 
.were our wiihes, Neka^h ! thou and 
Pekuah fhould return thanks to Heaven 
that yours were not accompliihed^ and 
I, that bleflSngs wferc beftowcd on me^ 
which alone could niake the acconr- 
plifhment of mine fupportaUe/* 

•* I feel the force of your obfervatton» 
.my brother/' anfwere4 the princefi, "but 
circumftances are perpetually dmi^;ing» 
.and we are xtot refponfibie for the in- 
fluence wliich they niay have on our 
minds. Imlac and the^'aftconomer, it^.is 
: true, were wtfcr \ they- made no choice, 
:becaufe they, had experienced how iittle 
.wekm)!w.in this world what is beft for 
us. I . believe, however, we. may ven- 
ture to afiirm, that they who cotdenvi 
diefnfelves to ijrrevocabk iB$$iflcment| are 

greatly 
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greatly deceived in their expeftations; 
and if their repentance is not manifeft, 
it is bccaufe pride will npt allow them to 
own it. 

*' I think I fliould have been fuffi- 
ciently miftrefs of myfelf to bear with 
refignation the misfortunes^ of which I 
had once the gloomy profpeft; but I 
am certain I could never have hoped 
for ft) great felicity as Prbvidencc has 
been pleafcd unexpeftedly to grant 
me. 

'* It is fingular," faid the aftronomer, 
" that thofe whofe imagination is moft 
lively, are generally the moft fubjedt 
to occafional di%uft and dejedtion, and « 
confequently moft led to feck a refbge 
in folitude; whether their fjpirits ttt« 
more worn by greater exertion> or whe- 
ther 
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tiher a mind naturally a&ive^ takes a 
' ftrc^ngcr impulfe whatever way it tends." 

« I believe," faid Pekuah, " fuch 
minds want conftant employment, and 
feel more pain from inaftion than from 
misfortune: indeed, liftlefs indifference 
is the moft infupportable of all fitua- 
tions# I kno>v, that when I am deprived 
of the fociety of thofe who can entertain- 
and inftruA me, I prefer the intercourfe 
of being* whofe foUies; or fingularities 
are of the ridiculous kind, to thoft in 
whom I can find nothing to blame or 
comrtiend, '^h'o wfeary rtie with irifipidity, 
and yet afford no theme for amiifing my 
friends at their expencel** 

*' The imts of iWicule are vciy dan- 
gerous, PAkuah," fiud the priftccfe, ^ I 
confcfe » ihott haft often ufcd them widi» 

dexterity. 
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•dexterity, and I cannot deny that I 
have taken pleafure in thy fallies; but 
^onfider what pain they nnay give to the 
innocent, what enemies they may create 
among the vindiftive !" 

*' And yet, if wfe were deprived of 
ridicule,*' faid Imkc, ** we fliould lofe 
much of the power of wit, and much of 
the influence of general opinion— two 
invifible rnonarchs, who govern with 
fufficient juftice, and who, if they do- 
not preveiit crimes, at 1^ may refonfi 
terrors." 



CHAP* 
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CHAP. XLVIL 



SIMPLICITY. 



« TMLAC," faid Raflelas, " I have 
X often obfcrved with what (kill 
thofe who poflefs the advantages of a 
fuperior education and knowledge of the 
woridj can, without apparent incivili- 
ty, leffen, in his own opinion, that maa 
who has intruded himfelf on their com- 
pany, or who has abufed the privileges 
they have allowed him : he has no rea- 
fon to complain, yet he feels himfelf 
uneafy in their prefence, and is awed 
into relpe6t without the fhame of re- 
proof. 

** This is one of the many advantages 
of good-breeding— a quality which has 

perhaps 
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perhaps more power than any other,' 
fmcc k will for a time conceal even want' 
of . talents, wid want of virtue. • How*^ 
neceffary is . it therefore to acquire this 
pkafing pre-eminence,* without which the' 
ittoft eflential endowments are abafhed 
before inferior merit. Politcnefs may^ 
-be called the portra^it of virtue, and its 
refemblance. is .fol perfeft, that nothings 
but the fQlicfity of the original i^ Want- 
ing: ceremony and afFedtadon are poor 
imitators of true good-breeding, which 
is eafy and ftmple, like nature itfelf. If 
f was to form a fyft'em, it would be that 
(SlT'limplicity J it ftould pervade all works 
of imagination, all' enquiries of fcience, 
all performances of the chifel and pen- 
cil, all behaviour, and all drefs^^ Carry 
this idea even to the moft awful height, 
wiiat is iinTplicity^ 'but truth, the great 
b^fis. of virtue ai^d , rdigion ? When I 

P caU 
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call this a iy&eaiy ie is oi^ to comply 
with the common mode of %ieech^ whkb 
ifould ,W9kfi of the tnoft natural ideas a 
philoiophical difcovery. SimpUcitjr is 
the child of nature ; the love of it ieems 
iniplant^ in us by Provideace; yet all 
the kboiir <^ erring mortals is to depart 
from this great and open road, and to re- 
turn to it when they have fecn the hV- 
lacy of winding padis^ and doubtful ma- 

MS/' 

" My brother/* faid Nekayahj " when 
you extol with reafon the univerfal merit 
offimpUcity, you qertainly do not mean. 
to imply a negleft of combinadon of 
ideas in the works of art or fcience, or 
a neglcft of common forms in drels or 
manners/* 

" So far from it/' replied the prince, 
••* that, as nature is varied, fb muft be the 

imitadon 
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imitation or mvcftigation of it; and to 
afRrft fingularity, cither in habit or be- 
haviour, would be wandering from the 
very rule that I have been proppf- 
Jng. 

" To explain this,*' faid Imlac, '^ we 
need only have recourfe to our own 
feelings and perceptions : the variety of 
nature is infinite; but it is harmonized 
by general efFe£t. The verdant leaves of 
the trees participate of the azure of the 
flcy, and their trunks of the colouring of 
the earth : the moft difcordant (bunds in 
mufic, the moft diftant ideas in meta- 
phyfics, are combined by gradation, or 
oppofed by contraftj yet even in con- 
traft dicre is an imperceptible connexion 
that unites the whale. Without one 
great plan, to which all is- fubfervient, 
oair general condufl in life, and our 

P 2 fineft 
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fineft produftions of art or genius, arc 
like a republic without laws, or a mo-. 
narchy without a king. 

*' Simplicity, by thofe whofe wayward 
minds are not fufceptible of its charms, 
is fuppofed to exclude pomp and ele- 
gance ; yet what is pomp without digni- 
ty, and elegance without grace ? Both 
are the offspring of nature, and fifters 
to fimplicity.*' 

*^ I know," faid Zilia, " that no other 
power obtains accefs to our hearts: the 
various inflexions of voice, the painful 
efforts Qf the mufician, who fhows his 
art in deviating from nature, excite our 
wonder; but the nightingale, and he 
whofe notes are equally pathetic and 
fimple, infpire us with more than admi- 
ration/* 

'Mf 
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• " If oUi fovereign introduces fimpli- 
cky at court/' fard Pekuah, " what will 
become of the numberlefs arttfts, mer- 
chants, and other abettors of luxury> 
that owe their chief fupport to the inha- 
bitants of this manfion, and to the in- 
fluence of their example ovef the reft of 

the nation ?" 

. . . • • 

" The circulation of riches, for the 
gratification of pride, indolence, or the 
love of pleafure,'* replied the prince,* 
" b, in my opinion, di^trimental t6 a 
kingdom. I have often thought, that' 
every ingot, ftored by commerce in the* 
treafury pf a monarch, has coft him the 
virtue and principles of a fubjcft. Tht 
romantic warmth of youthj may perhaps 
make me judge; too fcVcrely y artci • it is 
poffible that commerce may, nfa fame 
nations, be carried oa without ^i^Miibi^s 

P 3 treaties 
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treaties between the refpcftive govern- 
inentSj and without unjuft attempts of in- 
dividuals to make their fortunes at the tx^ 
pence of their neighbours. Though I kve 
virtue too well not to wifh that I could be 
perfuaded of its general influence in every 
ftation of life, yet I Ihall never confider 
luxury at bcft but as a neceflary evil, 
and its dependant, commerce, as a very 
dangerous trial for the principles of its 
followers.— Notwithftanding this convic- 
tion, I cannot aboliOi either: money is 
wanted in all iUtes, that they may ]K)t be- 
come the prey o{ their richer neighbours i 
commerce muft therefore be encouraged ; 
but it is our duty to etidcavour^ as far 
as we are able, to prevent fraud and 
monopoly. Were it poillble for say 
monarch to render a people pcrfoSUy 
hdf^py in themielves, it wculd not 
be fuiSiciefttj he muft make the whole 

world 
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world participate in the great reforma- 
tion, or he could never preferve his own 
fubjefts in lecurity. We may indulge 
ideal j^eculation, but experience ihows 
us this humiliating truth, th^t all we can 
do is to diminifh evil and to promote 
good, by the means that are given us t 
perfed): juftice can alone be exercifed by 
ite Dlvifuty." 
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CHAP. XLVHI. 



DINARBAS llETtTRN'S FROM THE COURT 

' OF THE SrULTAT^. ' " 

'" .. • - ... < • 

^ H E converfation was here interrnpt- 
' - cd . by the ^arrival of Dinarbas from 
Conftantinople. He was received with 
great joy by the fovereign, by his father, 
Nekayah, and Zilia: but Amalphis was 
impatient to know the fuccefs of his em- 
bafly ; he confidered that the honour 
of his fon was engaged, and anxi- 
oufly entreated him to begin his nar* 
ration. 

" When I arrived at Conftantinople/* 
faid Dinarbas, " I found the fultan, 
highly incenfed at tlie independent an- 
fwer of the Abiffinian monarch, and 

;. difplcafcd 
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difpleafed with mc for not ^having warm- 
ly feconded his propofal of a treaty : he ' 
declared that nothing fhould pepfoade 
him to relinquifli pretenfions which he 
thought juftly founded' on the ^iftariie 
he had furniftiisd : he faid, thdt RaJffelas: 
owed to him alone the throne of Abif-: 
finia, and could not, without ingratitude, ' 
refufe'to comply with hi^ deniandi* ' ' ^ 

" In anfwer tothis, lobfefved^fhatwheii 
I had firft recourfe to him for afllftanoej th« ■ 
prince was totally ignorant of my inten- 
tbns ; that 'afterwards^ the arnhy^marctecJ^ 
without my knowledge, and expr^fy con-' 
trary to the wifhesof Raffeks : tjiat ahaf?-' 
py change had fcd^ed been eJfFe6ted by thc\f 
intervention, but that the -wholif nation 
joined in reftoring- their 'forrrtet? fovereigft> 
and that^ had RaH^clas^ inftead of; Me^^ 

P 5 . aasy 
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nasy licaded the troops of Alnfl]Bia» the 
yiAoiy mig^ HOC have been fo cafily 
obcuoDd* 

^ The Ittlcan wovid not tifben to mj 
remooflzances : he denouoced war againft 
tnj eotmtiyj but accompanied his de- 
niindatiofi widi a defire diat I woidd 
remain in his cbundlj and retain the 
^vernment of Servia, both which I 
tefofedt and prepared to depart from 
Conftantinopky oSended widi myielf fer 
haying indulged the romantic idea, that 
a muk 4t ike head' of a powerful and 
fbhmiflire nadon, would Kften to the 
voice of juftice> againft what he fup^ 
pofed his own intereil: I £ud to my- 
ielf that I had miftaken in him mag* 
nificence £>r geoerofity^ wd fyitn^ 
did profeflieDfi for honourable fenti- 
mcots. 

« Being 
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^ Being oh the point of leaving his 
dominions, 1 again requefted an audi-* 
cnce, that I might teftify my gratitude 
for the favours which he had conferred 
on me, and my regret for not being 
able to retain them without infideltty- to 
my natural ibvereign : he feemed afied:«- 
ed, and^ commanding his attendants t^ 
withdraw, Ipoke to me in the following 
manner. 

^ - • 

^' Dinarbas ! I love thee, and will fay 
to thee, what I would not fay to any; 
other man. I believe thee — read thefe 
Utters, and tell me whethes they ars 
^nuine. ^ 

'** So faying, he gave hito my handi 
flie fetters which your m^efty,' the priii^ 
cefs, and myfelf had &nt by the tneC- 
fenger ro my fathei- and i^ilia, the loft 
P6 of 
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of which we always. fufpeiSted to. have 
been owing to the Turks, Thefe let- 
ters, continued the . fultan, have juft 
been delivered to me— :I wait thy an- 
fwcr. ,. 

*' I cafily convinced ^ liini that' they 
were reaUy fent ' from ' the ' couit <jf 
Abiflinias on which he made me this 
leply. - ■• 1 « 

•' Dinarbas ! I perceive that truth, 
Ivonour, and integrity ought not only in 
individuals, but in governriients, to be 
the great ruling ptinciple^ of aftion: I 
learn. by Aefe letters the- real feniaments 
of thy fovcrpign, his innocence in his ftep^ 
to the thpoiiej and the- firmnefs of his 
charader: j^ere^I. tb^make war.againft 
him, the, event would at leaft be doubc- 
ful. on my f*de, and tbft difgragc in.evir 

table. 
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tabl^* His army is , better ^ ^difciplined 
than mine, and I know npt whether 
any fupc riority . of - nuniber ^uld .weight 
againft the attachment of his troops to 
a warlike fovereign, and a tender fa- 
ther : I cannot boaft of either of thefe 
titles, nor have I energy fufficient to 
deferve themj but the fatal delufion of 
flattery, which feems to have enchanted 
this imperial feat, has not fb totally 
blinded me, as to prevent me from re- 
vering in others the virtues of which 
I am incapable; befides, my own in- 
tereft engages me to retain one honeft 
man in my dominions, and to culti- 
vate a friendlhip with one difintereft- 
ed prince. Return to Abiflinia, offer 
my alliance to tby monarch on equal 
terms, lead back my army, and teach me 
how to go vern, 

'* I was 



ix& 
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^* I was -aifbftiftcd and aflfc<Sted at 
die feltan's difcoorie. Does not this 
muk dcfcrve to be virtuous ?*" 



» • 



ft . « 
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CHAP- XLIX. 

MARRIAGES OP RASSELAI^ AND >IE- 

KAYAji. 




*• '•pHE interception of our letters/* 
faid Raflclas, *^ has then iirfbrmed 
the Hiltan of the purity of my intCHtion?, 
and of the loyalty of my ftibjefts; how 
frequently have 1 wiflicd that my inmoft 
thou^ts could be known ! Guik and in* 
nocence fo often wear the fame alpedl, 
that far from iearing the fctm emiflaries 
who may be placed toobferve my con- 
du6l, I only defire diat they ikould repot t 
the truth* 

** To thee, Dinarbas, we owe the tran-* 
qutlltty of the on^e ; ^d in thy friend-* 
Oxiip I have found moce. ifaan « reeonat^ 

pcnfe 



3t8 DINARBAS, A TALE: 

penfe for all my fearches after happineis ; 
but how can I eftimate the felicity that is 
promifed me in the Ibciety of my Zilia! A 
felicity which was once beyond my hopes^ 
but without which, I now could not exift. 
I remember that I had formerly with Ne- 
kayah a long debate on marriage, in which . 
we could not decide whether early or late 
unions^ whether fympathy or reafbn were 
mofl conducive - to conjugal happineis : 
we have, by a lingular courfe of events, 
been permitted to enjoy at once thefe op- 
pofite advantages : .,the warmeft afiefbion 
has been confy-mcd by the fcvereft trials : . 
fujrejy w^ have, before, us Ac feireffc pro- 
fpe^, aiprqlpeft to -which neither infereft- 
ed viewsj nor tranfitory pailion qan lay 
claim/* 

: • • '^ '.-7 .1 ' , » 

^ In this," &id the aftf onomer, " your* 
virtues^ are: rtwardcdj I'he "9^6 wanu 

rv ^ firmnefe 
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firmnfcfstieferve'snot fuccefs; reafbn can 
be no enemy to that love^ which is found- 
ed on virtue, and fupjjortcd by con* 
ftancy.^ 



%9 >k\ 



The nuptials of RaflTcIas and Zilia,^ Di- 

narbas and Nekayah, were celebrated with- 

. put oftentatious magnificence, but with ^ 

, /dignity fcecpming their rank. , Tlie poor 

Had the greateft Ihare in the rejoicings, be- 

it ,4.. •-..«.» 

c^ufe the fuperfluous treafiires, confumed 
pn fimilar; occafions, were diftribiajtcd 
among; them. It was d^idqd^th^t, Di?* 
jiarbas llpuld^iQ a few week;^ cpricJfUi^ 
•b^ckj^.army of thf; fultan into bisfda»t 
n>ini(^n%j. that he IhoiuM* with,Nekayah, 
fix bisirefidcpce in Servia, but that thcir» 
vifits • to AbiiEnia Ihdlild be frequent*. 
Pekuah wa^ to. acc9mpany the princcf?, 
^d , tl>a . ^(jijtpnpmer,: . delighted . in yary - 
Ing ^(he, fgen^^ fmce he had tailed the 

charms 
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charms of fpdcty, begged leave to vifit 
the ftates of Dinarbas> who, with Nc-» 
kayahji gladly acceded to his propofal : his 
knowledge and his virtues mad« them 
revere him as a father* 

f ^ * 

9 

K^Ias concluded an alliance^ ofFen-^ 
five and defenfive, with the fultan; repaid 
die exgenccs of the troops, and graced 
the officers with diftinguilhed marks ot 
his fevoUrr 

J 

AmaSphis^ honoured and beloved h^ 
his -ion and ibvereignj applied all hk care 
i^icftm the Abiffinian arriiy. Ittilac was 
Ad klsi attenfivt to the infHtudons of 
Raflelas, for promoting ' learning in his 
* domuiiqns: both enjoyed the confidence 
of the monarch : but neither did Amal- 
phis receive the memorials of the officers 
of tht army, nor Imlac the dedications of 
the poets: every matter was -ftrfl: refer* 

red 
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red to the emperor, who confolted thofe, 
wh(Hn he had af^inted to be the heads 
of the &vqral departments of die Aate,' 
before he gave his anfwer) but cHd not 
always decide accoiding to their judg-«' 
m^it. 

Zilia never interfered in public bufi-^- 
nels; her voice often direfted eftablilh- 
ments of charity, and her. taftc frequently, 
decided on the protection to be. given to 
genius. 

Innocent gaiety, and rational amufe- 
ments, were introduced by her into the 
court of Abiilinia; her drefs was (imple 
and elegant, and conlifted of the manu- 
fadures of the country : fhe diftinguiflied 
no woman as her favourite, but (hewed 
peculiar regard to all thofe whofe con- 
duit was exemplary, without afFeftation^ 
and whofe ntiinds were well informed, 

without 
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without vain pretenfions to a difplay of 
learning. Her beneficence was extended 
to all^ and^ if (he fliewed any partiality^ it 
was to the orphans.and widows of thoie 
who had ferved their country in, battle $ 
for (he did not forget that (he was the 
daughter of Amalphis: (he knew the 
heartfelt miiery of that difappointed hope 
and poverty, which honcft pride forbids 
to own ; the lot of many families, whofc 
thiefs have bravely fupported the honouj^ 
of their prince and country. 






OHAP« 
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CHAP. L. 

VISIT TO THE HAPPY VALLEY. 

T>EFORE the departure of Dinarbas 

and Nekayah> Raflelas and his friends 

made a vifit to the happy valley. The 

J)rince and his fitter wifhed to review 

thofe fcenes, which had been to them the 

objefts of fatiety at one time, and of un- 

cafinels at another 5 they returned to every 

fpot which remembrance had dignified, 

and rejoiced to contemplate thofe fitua- 

tions which were once irkfome to their 

imaginatrori. 

• * 

Raflelas had only one brother left, a 

youth whofe education he recommended 

to the care of Imlac : he freed the prin- 

ccfles, his fitters, froni the confinement of 

t the 
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the valley, and gave them permiffion 
either to remain there, or return with him 
to G on than He commanded the mafljr 
gates that clofed the entrance of the val- 
ley to be deftroyedj the dancers, mu(i- 
cians, and other profeflbrs oC arts, merely 
of amufcmciu, to "be difmifled with pen- 
Cpns, and liberty to be granted to -all 

The pwce, foHftvcd by iis compa- 
nions, l$d ZiUa IK> the untramce of the ca- 
verni through wiiich he had fofb made his 
ef«pe. <* Ccwifnter this cavity/' iaid. he, 
<^ and tj^mk what mvA he the grateful 
tran§)or,ts that glow in tny breaft— w^; 
Nekayah! Imlac! Pekuah! is. not our 
fearch rewarded ? Let us return thanks 
10 Heaven for having inspired us with 
that a^vc dcfire of knowledge, and con- 
tempt of indolence, that have blefied us 
with inftru Aion, with fricndlhip, and with 

§ love! 
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k>vc \ It is true that Mre have been fm- 
gul^rly favoured by Providence; and 
few can expeft, like its, tx) 'have their 
fewideft wifhes crowned with fuccefs j but 
even when our proQ)e£ts were fer dif- 
ferent, our fearch after' happinefs had 
taught m rcfignation : let lis therefore 
t^m others againft viewing the world as 
a fccne of inevitable rhifery. Much is to 
be fuffcrcd in our journey through life i 
but confcious virtue, aftive fortitude, the 
balm of fympathy, and lubmiffion to the 
Divine Will, can fupport us through the 
painful trial. With them every ftation 
is the beft ; without them profperity Is a 
feverifh dream, and pleafure a poifoned 
cup. 

*' Youth will vanifli, health will decay, 
beauty fade, and ftrength fink into im- 
becility; but if we have enjoyed their ad- 
vantages. 



# 
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vantages, let us not lay there is no good, 
becaule the good in this wprld is not 
permanent; none but the guilty are ex- 
cluded from at leaft temporary "happincfs ; 
and if he whofe imagination is lively, and* 
whofe heart glows with fenflbility, is more 
fubjedt.than others to poignant grief and 
maddening difappointment, llirely hei will 
confefe that he has moments of ccftacy 
and coniblatory refledlion that repay 'hint 
for all I^is fuSerings. 

4 • 

" Let us now return to the bufy fcenc 
of adtion where we are called, . and eridea- 
vour, by the exercife of our feveral du- 
ties, to deferve a continuation ofjtlie blef-. 
lings which Providence has granted, and 
on the ufe of which depends all our pre- • 
fent, all our future felicity/' -^ ^ 
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